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VP Pence
cancels plan 
to attend
Bozeman
fundraiser
Event was to be hosted
by QAnon supporters

By MATTHEW BROWN

Associated Press

BILLINGS — Vice President 
Mike Pence has canceled plans to 
attend a Trump campaign fund-
raiser in Montana following revela-
tions that the event’s hosts had 
expressed support for the QAnon 
conspiracy theory.

President Donald Trump’s reelec-
tion campaign told The Associ-
ated Press on Saturday that Pence’s 
schedule had been changed, but the 
campaign did not provide a reason 
or say whether the fundraiser 
might be held at a later time. The 
change comes after the AP report-
ed Wednesday that hosts Cayrn 
and Michael Borland in Bozeman, 
Montana, had shared QAnon 
memes and retweeted posts from 
QAnon accounts.

The base-
less conspiracy 
theory al-
leges Trump 
is battling an 
entrenched bu-
reaucracy and 
sex trafficking 
ring run by 
pedophiles.

Three Re-
publicans seek-
ing election in 
Montana also had been scheduled 
to attend the fundraiser: U.S. Sen. 
Steve Daines, who faces a Novem-
ber challenge from Democratic 
Gov. Steve Bullock; U.S. Rep. Greg 
Gianforte, a Republican running 
for governor; and state auditor 
Matt Rosendale, a candidate for the 
U.S. House.

Pence, Daines and the other 
Republican candidates are still 
scheduled to hold a campaign rally 
Monday afternoon in Belgrade, just 
east of Bozeman.

Daines campaign spokesperson 
Julia Doyle said the first-term sena-
tor does not know the Borlands 
nor “does he know what QAnon 
even is.” She referred questions on 
whether the event would be re-
scheduled to the Trump campaign.

The Borlands have donated over 
$220,000 to Trump’s reelection 
bid, the bulk of which was made 
in Caryn Borland’s name, and they 
were guests at the national GOP 
convention last month.

By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

There’s a blanket of charred 
trees stretching from the ridge 
of the Bridger Mountains to 
Highway 84, tapering off near 
Stone Creek.

On the patchwork of black 
and yellow fields spread 
across the Bangtails, houses 
spared by the Bridger Foot-
hills fire stand beside piles 
of rubble. A dead cow lay 
sprawled near the road.

“It’s not clean black,” said 
Mariah Leuschen-Lonergan, 
a spokesperson for the Custer 
Gallatin National Forest. 
“There are places that burned 
and places that didn’t burn.”

To contain a fire, crews 
must feel around its edge with 
their hands to detect hotspots. 
Since the Bridger Foothills 
fire moved quickly and errati-
cally through the canyon, that 
process has taken firefighters 
longer than normal.

“There’s a lot more terrain 
to cover,” Leuschen-Lonergan 
said. “We have a lot more 
resources, and we’re putting in 
a lot of work.”

As of Saturday morning, 

the fire was 72% contained. 
Officials believe a lighting 
strike smoldered in a tree and 
eventually sparked the fire 
that has grown to cover 8,224 
acres. Approximately 370 peo-
ple were working on the fire.

Anne Marie Quinn is lucky 
her house wasn’t among the 
28 that burned. When the 
Bridger Foothills fire de-
scended Bridger Canyon on 
Sept. 5, it incinerated every-
thing up to her doorstep.

“Everywhere I look out the 
window, everything is black,” 

Quinn said recently. “We had 
only two minutes to evacuate.”

Quinn was like others who 
fled the Bridgers and Bang-
tails that Saturday. While she 
watched the trees around her 
house crown with flames, she 
snatched her paintings from 
the walls.

“It’s one of those things you 
always worry about when you 
live in a place like this, but 
can’t imagine how frightening 
it is,” she said. All Quinn knew 
was that she and the people 
around her were on their own, 

and it was just a matter of luck 
whether their houses would 
burn to the ground.

The Bridger Foothills fire 
started Friday afternoon near 
the “M” trail. Firefighters, 
police officers and search and 
rescue teams pulled together 
to evacuate trails, redirect 
traffic and contain the fire. 
Crews appeared to have sub-
dued it by Saturday morning.

A sudden wind shift, high 
temperatures and low humid-
ity was all it took. At around 
1:30 p.m. on Saturday, the fire 
blew up. An enormous plume 
of smoke billowed above the 
Bridgers. The blaze forced 
evacuations throughout 
Bridger Canyon and along 
Jackson Creek Road and Kelly 
Canyon.

“It’s pretty amazing we 
didn’t lose anyone,” Gallatin 
County Sheriff Brian Gootkin 
said at a public meeting the 
next day.

The fire continued to 
spread that Sunday, but a 
snow storm Monday helped 
to slow it. By Wednesday, an 
inferno had been reduced to a 
few wisps of smoke.

Life after loss
Bridger Foothills fire evacuees share their stories

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

People flee the cloud of smoke issuing from the Bridger Foothills fire on Saturday, Sept. 5, 2020, on Jackson Creed Road.

RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

The roughly 7,100-acre Bridger Foothills fire left a wake of charred 

trees and fence lines on Thursday, Sept. 10, 2020.
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Pence still 
scheduled to 
hold rally on 
Monday in 
Belgrade with 
Republican                         
candidates for 
federal offices.

Better weather aids battle against deadly Western wildfires
By ANDREW SELSKY 

AND SARA CLINE 

Associated Press

SALEM, Ore. — Diminish-
ing winds and rising humid-
ity helped firefighters battling 
deadly blazes in Oregon and 
California, but with dozens of 
people still missing, authorities 
in both states feared that the re-
ceding flames could reveal many 
more dead across the blackened 
landscape.

Oregon’s emergency man-
agement director said officials 
were preparing for a possible 
“mass fatality event,” and the 
state fire marshal was abruptly 
placed on administrative leave. 
The total death toll in Califor-
nia, Oregon and Washington 
state stood at 23 at midday 

Saturday. The White House an-
nounced that President Donald 
Trump would visit California 
on Monday for a briefing on 
the fires.

The same smoke that painted 
California skies orange also 
helped crews corral the state’s 
deadliest blaze of the year by 
blocking the sun, reducing tem-
peratures and raising humidity, 
officials said.

Nine people, including a 
16-year-old boy, have been 
confirmed dead in California 
since lightning-caused fires that 
started weeks ago fused into a 
monster blaze that largely de-
stroyed Berry Creek, a tiny ham-
let in the Sierra Nevada foothills 
northeast of San Francisco.

Oregon authorities have not 
released an exact death count, 
but at least eight fatalities were 

reported from the blazes that 
have taken a toll from one end of 
the state to the other. Gov. Kate 
Brown said Friday that tens of 
thousands of people had been 
forced to flee their homes.

Two large blazes threatened to 
merge near the most populated 
part of Oregon, including the 
suburbs of Portland.

More than 40,000 Oregonians 
have been evacuated and about 
500,000 are in different levels of 
evacuation zones, having been 
told to leave or to prepare to do 
so, Brown said. The governor 
dialed back a statement late 
Thursday by the state Office 
of Emergency Management 
that said a half-million people 
had been ordered to evacuate 
statewide.

AP

Jackson County District 5 firefighter Captain Aaron Bustard works on a 

smoldering fire in a burned neighborhood in Talent, Ore., Friday, as destruc-

tive wildfires devastate the region.
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