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HELENA (AP) — 
Montana has become the 
latest state to stop making 
license plates because 
of disruption in the U.S. 
aluminum supply — 
another example of supply 
chain problems caused by 
the pandemic.

Montana Correctional 
Enterprises, which makes 
the plates at the state prison, 
ran out of aluminum 
this week said Carolynn 
Bright, spokesperson for 
the Montana Department 
of Corrections. Another 
shipment of aluminum isn’t 
expected until December, 
officials said.

“We knew this might be a 
possibility because it’s been 
an issue at other license 

plate factories throughout 
the nation,” said Gayle 
Butler, administrator of 
Montana Correctional 
Enterprises, a division of the 
Department of Corrections.

In May, North Carolina 
suspended its program to 
replace license plates that 
are more than six years 
old due to an aluminum 
shortage while Arizona had 
a supply chain problem that 
cleared up in June.

Montana is searching 
for other places to get 

aluminum but others who 
have the metal don’t want to 
sell it because of the same 
supply shortage, Butler said 
in a statement.

There are problems across 
all supply chains due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic, 
in part due to a surge in 
demand as economies 
reopened that outstripped 
the ability of suppliers to 
keep up, said Mark Zandi, 
the chief economist with 
Moody’s Analytics. 

By JULIANA SUKUT

Chronicle Staff Writer

Vaccination rates, 
including people getting 
a COVID-19 booster 
shot, are slowly ticking 
upward as Gallatin 
County continues to see 
high rates of coronavirus 
transmission.

Bozeman Health has 
seen uptake in COVID-19 
booster shots since it began 
a mass vaccination clinic 
at the end of September. 
A third dose of the Pfizer 
vaccine has been available 
since late September, and 
Moderna and Johnson & 
Johnson boosters began to 
be administered last week.

About 8,400 booster 
shots have been 
administered at the 
mass vaccination clinic 
at Bozeman Health 
Deaconess Hospital, said 
Caryl Perdaems, system 
director of primary care 
operations at Bozeman 
Health, during a virtual 
press conference Friday.

Of those 8,400, about 
1,700 have been for 
the Moderna vaccine. 
The hospital is only 
administering Pfizer and 
Moderna booster shots.

Pardaems said people 
have also been seeking a 
first or second dose at the 
hospital.

“It’s really important 

we continue to get those 
vaccinated who are seeking 
it for the first time, as well 
as those seeking boosters,” 
she said.

In Gallatin County, 
about 62% of the eligible 
population — everyone 
aged 12 years and older — 
have been fully vaccinated. 
That’s above Montana’s 

vaccination rate at about 
55%.

Children aged 12 to 17 
continue to have the lowest 
vaccination rate, with 
about 43% fully vaccinated, 
although vaccination rates 
ticked up about 1% in that 
demographic from the 
previous week.

By SEABORN LARSON

Lee Newspapers

The Legislature’s special counsel 
Thursday sent the Montana Attorney 
General’s Office an initial request 
for information related to the office’s 
dispute with St. Peter’s Health in Helena.

Special counsel Abra Belke requested 
the Attorney General’s Office turn over 
the information by Nov. 5. 

St. Peter’s Health earlier this month 
said its doctors were harassed and 
threatened by three 
public officials 
after medical staff 
declined to administer 
ivermectin to a 
patient who requested 
it. These officials 
also threatened to 
use their positions 
of power to force 
doctors and nurses 
to provide care that 
is not authorized, clinically approved 
or within established guidelines, St. 
Peter’s said.

The Attorney General’s Office has 
countered that it did not threaten 
anyone at St. Peter’s, but was instead 
investigating “serious allegations” of 
patient mistreatment and that the 
patient was being denied access to 
legal documents. The hospital has 
refuted those claims.

Attorney General Austin Knudsen, a 
Republican, confirmed he and Deputy 
Attorney General Kris Hansen were 
two of the officials involved. The third 
official has not yet been identified. 
The Attorney General’s Office also 
dispatched a Montana Highway Patrol 
trooper to the hospital, a spokesperson 
confirmed last week.

Following the reports, minority 
Democratic legislative leaders called 
on House Speaker Wylie Galt and 
Senate President Mark Blasdel, both 
Republicans, to dispatch the special 
counsel to investigate the dispute. 
Galt and Blasdel approved the request 
Monday.

Belke’s request for information, 
dated Oct. 28, seeks “production 
and/or examination of any and all 
documents, records, and electronically 
stored information maintained by 
or in the possession of the Montana 
Department of Justice, including the 
Attorney General’s Office and the 
Montana Highway Patrol, referring 
to or related to the complaint of 
patient mistreatment and the ensuing 
investigation by your office.”

Counsel 

sets a 

deadline 

for AG

Knudsen

Aluminum shortage disrupts Montana license plate production

STUART S. WHITE/LEE NEWSPAPERS

A variety of Montana specialty license plates are on display in the basement of the Cascade 

County Courthouse in Great Falls on March 5, 2008. 
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Vaccinations up, cases still high

PHOTOS BY RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

TOP: A masked pedestrian walks through downtown Bozeman 

on Thursday. ABOVE: Leaves pile up on a discarded mask.

COMBATING COVID19

By JULIANA SUKUT

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Gallatin City-County 
Health Department and Bozeman 
Health could begin administering 
pediatric COVID-19 vaccines as 
soon as next Thursday, provided 
final federal approval is given.

The Food and Drug 
Administration on Friday 
approved an 
emergency use 
authorization 
for the lower-
dose Pfizer 
COVID-19 
vaccine for 
children aged 
5 to 11. The 
final step before the roll-out is 
approval and guidance from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, which is expected to 
meet on Tuesday to review the 
vaccine.

In Gallatin County, the health 
department and Bozeman Health 
Deaconess Hospital are aiming 
to begin offering the pediatric 
vaccines on Nov. 4, provided it 
gains CDC approval. Once it gets 
approved, appointments can be 
made online at healthygallatin.
org.

Pediatric vaccines 
could be available 
starting next week
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Montana is searching for other places to 
get aluminum but others who have the 

metal don’t want to sell it because of the 
same supply shortage
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