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TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) — 
Air travel in the U.S. hit its highest 
mark since COVID-19 took 
hold more than 13 months ago, 
while European Union officials 
are proposing to ease restrictions 
on visitors to the continent as 
the vaccine sends new cases and 
deaths tumbling in more affluent 
countries.

The improving picture in 
many places contrasts with the 
worsening disaster in India.

In the U.S., the average number 
of new cases per day fell below 
50,000 for the first time since 
October. And nearly 1.67 million 
people were screened at U.S. 
airport checkpoints on Sunday, 

according to the Transportation 
Security Administration, the 
highest number since mid-March 
of last year.

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis 
signed legislation giving him 
sweeping powers to invalidate 

local emergency measures put in 
place during the outbreak. While 
the law doesn’t go into effect until 
July, the Republican governor said 
he will issue an executive order to 
more quickly get rid of local mask 
mandates.

“I think this creates a structure 
that’s going to be a little bit more 
respectful, I think, of people’s 
businesses, jobs, schools and 
personal freedom,” he said.

Las Vegas is bustling again after 
casino capacity limits were raised 
Saturday to 80% and person-to-
person distancing was dropped to 
3 feet (0.9 meters). 

By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

I
n 35 years of work 
at the Bozeman 
Public Library, 

Lois Dissly saw a lot of 
change.

When Dissly started 
working at the Bozeman 
Public Library in 1982, it was 
in the old building on Lamme 
Street, staff used a physical 
card catalog and rented 
people phonograph records.

Over the years Dissly helped 
set up the library’s website 
and ran its social media pages, 
directed people to the library’s 
e-library and, most recently, 
rented people Wi-Fi hotspots 
during the pandemic.

The means may have 
changed, but the end goal for 
Dissly was the same.

“The main goal of the 
library is to help people, even 
if we are pointing them to 
the e-library, we’re helping 
them navigate their gadgets 
and find what they need,” 
Dissly said. “It’s just kind of 
interesting throughout my 
career to see that change 
from books and material on 
the shelves to the electronic 
library but there still is a need 
for the library to help people.”

In late April, Dissly retired 
after 35 total years working 
at the library, making her the 
longest-serving employee 
with the city of Bozeman.

A Montana native, Dissly 
got her degree in 
education and taught 
for a few years before 
landing at the library.

“What got me 
towards libraries is 

libraries really 

are a place where every 
kind of person goes …. It’s 
a place where they are just 
democratic institutions and 
you serve people of every 
income level, every education 
level, every ethnicity,” Dissly 
said. “I was really lucky to be 
in a career where I could help 
people become better people 
and to learn and thrive.”

Dissly certainly did so over 
her years, Library Director 
Susan Gregory said, but it 
wasn’t just library patrons 
who she helped.

Dissly modeled to 
other employees how to 
treat people experiencing 

homelessness with 
compassion, Gregory said.

“She was always so 
compassionate with our 
patrons, especially our 
patrons who had a lot of 
needs,” Gregory said. “That 
was really just a wonderful 
quality for a department 
head.”

Dissly, who turns 65 
at the end of May, has 
been looking forward to 
retirement for a while. She 
and her husband, Paul, have 
been planning to visit all 50 
states and as many national 
and Montana state parks as 
they can manage.

The research for their trips, 
of course, comes from books 
that Dissly first rented from 
the library.

The two Montana 
natives are planning a few 
international trips, too, Dissly 
said, though they also plan to 
spend more time with family.

Dissly raised three sons 
while working for the 
Bozeman Public Library. 
The oldest both live in the 
area and have four children 
between them, and the 
youngest, Will, plays for the 
Seattle Seahawks.

By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Gallatin City-County 
Health Board is scheduled to meet 
Wednesday to review the county’s face 
mask mandate and other COVID-19 
related regulations guiding operations 
at restaurants, bars and other 
businesses.

Due to a change in state law limiting 
powers of local health officials, the 
board on Wednesday will be voting 
on resolutions only recommending 
the Gallatin County and Bozeman 
city commissions adopt the measures 
rather than directly approving 
any changes or extensions to the 
guidelines.

House Bill 121, which passed along 
party lines in 
the Legislature 
and was signed 
by Gov. Greg 
Gianforte in 
early April, 
requires elected 
officials to vote 
on measures 
put in place by 
a local health 
officer or board 
of health.

It also gives the 
local “governing 
body” the 
authority 
to amend a 
directive or order 
from a board of 
health or health 
officer during 
an emergency or 
disaster.

Bozeman and 
Gallatin County 
officials have 
been trying to 
work out how to 
implement the 
law.

County Health Officer Matt Kelley 
said last week that the bill’s ambiguous 
language regarding how the term 
“governing body” applies to the board 
is a concern — Bozeman and Gallatin 
County have a joint city-county board 
of health created through an interlocal 
agreement between the two.

Both the city and county have 
representation on the board and 
appointment powers, but Kelley said 
the bill doesn’t make clear how to 
deal with a board associated with two 
different governing bodies.

In the meantime, neither the city 
nor the county commissions have 
meetings on the books yet to review 
the health board recommendations set 
to be voted on Wednesday.

Restrictions easing in the U.S. and Europe while disaster befalls India
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People ride an escalator along the Las Vegas Strip on April 24.

Las Vegas is bustling 
again after casino 

capacity limits were 
raised Saturday to 

80% and person-to-
person distancing was 

dropped to 3 feet. 

Board 

to review 

mandate 

on masks
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Closing the book
Lois Dissly, city’s longest-serving employee, retires after 35 years
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Louis Dissly is retiring from the Bozeman Public Library after serving there for 35 years.

A Montana native, Dissly 
got her degree in 
education and taught 
for a few years before 
landing at the library.

“What got me 
towards libraries is 

libraries really 

treat people experiencing they can manage. More DISSLY  I  A8


