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WASHINGTON (AP) — Ne-
gotiations over the next CO-
VID-19  rescue bill were in flux 
Friday after the White House 
floated cutting an unemploy-
ment benefits boost to as little 
as $100 and President Donald 
Trump turned to a new priority, 
adding money to build a new FBI 
headquarters. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell sent senators home, 
promising a Republican proposal 
would be ready on Monday. 
Outraged Democrats warned 
that time is wasting on GOP 
infighting as the virus worsens, 
jobless aid expires and the death 
toll rises. 

“We call upon Leader Mc-
Connell to get serious,” said 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and 

Senate Democratic leader Chuck 
Schumer in a statement.

During a head-spinning 
week of start-and-stop progress, 
McConnell abruptly halted the 
rollout of Republicans’ $1 tril-
lion plan, which was 
supposed to provide 
a counter-offer to 
Democrats’ $3 trillion 
bill  in an opening bid 
for negotiations. Plans 
shifted after Trump was 
forced to abandon his 
push for a payroll tax 
break, which his party 
opposed, and the White House 
turned to the new priorities.

As Republicans struggled, the 
nation’s infections topped 4 mil-
lion, the number of deaths rose 
this week by several thousands, 

to nearly 145,000, and the $600 
unemployment benefit boost  for 
millions of out-of-work Ameri-
cans was put on track to expire.

As McConnell shuttered the 
Senate, he promised to return 

with “a strong, targeted 
piece of legislation aimed 
directly at the challenges 
we face right now.” 

The GOP leader, who 
is up for reelection in 
November alongside 
Trump, dashed home 
to Kentucky for an 
event with the nation’s 

drug czar, Jim Carroll, in part of 
Appalachia confronting opioid 
addiction. Kentucky has faced 
skyrocketing overdose deaths. 

By PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Gallatin City-County Board 
of Health has approved a local 
mask mandate that largely aligns 
with an existing statewide order, 
despite hearing Friday from dozens 
of residents who disagree with 
requiring face coverings.

Gov. Steve Bullock issued 
an order last week requiring 
most people to wear 
masks in most public 
settings but allowed 
local governments to 
enact their own more 
restrictive rules.

The local health board 
passed a rule on Friday 
that diverged in several 
ways from the statewide 
rule.

The local rule says 
that those who don’t 
comply can be charged 
with a misdemeanor. 
The statewide rule doesn’t include 
specific penalties for not wearing a 
mask but instead says that those who 
don’t comply can be asked to leave 
a business or can be charged with 
trespassing or other crimes.

Even though people could be 
charged with a misdemeanor in 
Gallatin County for noncompliance, 
the health department has said it 

will focus on education rather than 
enforcement.

Bozeman Police Chief Steve 
Crawford has said, if necessary, 
the police will issue citations to 
those who don’t wear masks, while 
Gallatin County Sheriff Brian 
Gootkin has said sheriff ’s deputies 
will not.

The local rule, unlike the state 
rule, also requires masks in schools 
for students above the fifth grade. 
The Bozeman School District and 

Montana State University 
have already said they 
will require masks.

The local rule focuses 
on requiring masks in 
public indoor settings. 
It also says they must 
be worn at construction 
sites when social 
distancing isn’t possible. 
Construction sites have 
been connected to several 
coronavirus cases in 
the county, including a 
cluster in Big Sky.

Children younger than 5 
and those with certain medical 
conditions are exempt from the 
rule.

Health officer Matt Kelley asked 
people not to confront others for 
not wearing masks and instead 
leave the area or quietly alert an 
employee. 

COMBATING COVID19

White House and GOP at odds over unemployment aid in virus bill 

AP

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi of Calif., speaks at a news conference on 

Capitol Hill in Washington on Friday.
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BILLINGS (AP) — A 
senior home in Montana 
that has been pummeled 
by a coronavirus outbreak 
that infected nearly every 
resident has seen another 
death as the number of 
confirmed virus cases to 
date topped 3,000 state-
wide on Friday.

Health officials con-
firmed 129 additional 
cases of the virus, 
one of the high-
est daily totals 
yet.

Health officials 
also announced 
the first death 
from the virus in 
Glacier County 
— a woman 
in her 80s. The county 
includes much of the 
Blackfeet Indian Reserva-
tion and parts of Glacier 
National Park.

Canyon Creek Memory 
Care in Billings saw its 
15th death on Thursday: 
88-year-old Richard Dono-
van, a retired Cascade 
County sheriff’s deputy, 
his daughter confirmed. 
More than a quarter of the 
59 residents living at the 
facility when an outbreak 

erupted three weeks ago 
have now died.

“The thing that I’m 
struggling with, as many 
families have dealt with 
or are dealing with, is not 
being able to be there in 
those final days or mo-
ments,” Pam Donovan said 
of her father’s death.

“I also feel for the nurs-
es and staff,” she added. “I 

know this is hard 
on them.”

At least 55 
residents and 36 
Canyon Creek 
staff have tested 
positive for the 
virus. Re-tests 
were adminis-
tered Thursday 

to residents and staff who 
previously were negative, 
but no results were im-
mediately available, said 
Canyon Creek operator 
Koelsch Communities of 
Olympia, Washington.

According to tallies 
by The Associated Press 
and others, in excess of 
40% of the nation’s more 
than 144,000 deaths from 
COVID-19 have involved 
nursing homes and other 
long-term care facilities.

County sets mask mandate

A couple strolls through downtown Bozeman on Friday.
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Care home sees 15th death

Children 
younger than 
5 and those 
with certain 

medical 
conditions are 
exempt from 

the rule.
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By SHAYLEE RAGAR

Chronicle Staff Writer

The city of Bozeman has pub-
lished a report outlining ways it can 
improve its policies aimed at com-
bating police brutality and discrimi-
nation, which will be presented to 
the city commission Monday.

The city’s internal review of its 
policies was conducted by staff in-
cluding City Manager Jeff Mihelich, 
Police Chief Steve Crawford, and 
Kristin Donald, the city finance and 
interim human resources director. 
They measured the city’s poli-
cies against those outlined by four 
sources — the Thrive Index, Munic-
ipal Equality Index, the 8 Can’t Wait 
campaign and the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police.

The report includes 24 actions 
the city can take to be more inclu-
sive and prevent discrimination of 
residents and city employees.

“We reviewed our policies in 
great detail,” Mihelich said. “We’re 
in really good shape when it comes 
to anti-discrimination.”

Judith Heilman, executive direc-
tor of the Montana Racial Equity 
Project, said she reviewed the report 
on Friday with her team. They have 
concerns.

To begin with, Heilman said, 
the report cites statistics about the 
number of racial minorities who 
live in Bozeman, who have applied 
for city jobs, who have been offered 
city jobs and who have taken city 
jobs. She said the stats cited are 
confusing and don’t seem represen-
tative of the full picture in Bozeman 
based on what she and her staff 
know to be true.

City drafts 
efforts to 
combat 
injustice 
■ Commission will 
review on Monday
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Police cruisers line the parking lot of 

the Law and Justice Center on June 23.
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