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By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

Yellowstone National Park 
reported last month was its 
busiest September on record, 
evidence that a rapid uptick 
in visits starting this July has 
carried over.

The park recorded 
approximately 837,000 
recreation visits this 
September. The number of 
visits increased 21% from 
September 2019 and 15.6% 
from the park’s second busiest 
September in 2018, when the 
park saw about 724,000 visits.

The climb in visits reflects a 
trend that began a little more 
than a month after the park’s 
five entrances reopened to 
visitors. All entrances were 
closed from March 24 to May 

18 because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

After Wyoming opened its 
two entrances to Yellowstone 
in mid-May, the park was 
initially quiet. Approximately 

46,000 visits were recorded that 
month, an approximate 90% 
decline in the number of visits 
recorded the May prior.

The decline carried over to 
June, when Montana opened 
its three entrances to the park. 
Just under 574,000 recreation 
visits were recorded that 
month, 26.6% fewer than 
the June prior. Despite the 
decrease, visits were picking 
up.

This July, the trend reversed. 
Yellowstone recorded 
approximately 2.1% more visits 
in July 2020 than in July 2019.

Visits escalated in August. 
The park reported August 
2020 was its second busiest on 
record. The busiest was August 
2017, when a total solar eclipse 
contributed to around 916,000 
visits.

By MELISSA LOVERIDGE

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Bozeman Yellowstone 
International Airport unveiled 
its second concourse Thursday 
afternoon after years of plan-
ning and construction.

The $26.5 million addition 
will add five new gates and 
75,000 square feet to what is 
already Montana’s largest and 
busiest airport.

The first flight is scheduled to 
arrive at the new gates on Nov. 
5, just in time for the beginning 
of holiday travel.

The new space will also 
have another Montana Gift 
Corral gift shop and a new 
restaurant named after one of 
the most well-known peaks 
in the Bridgers, Ross Peak, 
which was visible despite 
Thursday’s smoke through the 
wall-to-wall windows facing 
the range.

“On a beautiful day, it’s 
absolutely awe-inspiring,” said 
Kendall Switzer, the chairman 
of the five-member airport 
authority board, about the view 
from B Concourse. “Our goal is 

to make a pleasurable experi-
ence for the general public.”

B Concourse will be home to 
departures and arrivals of Unit-
ed Airlines and Alaska Airlines 
flights, and will have space for 
additional flights as the airport 
continues to grow, said airport 
director Brian Sprenger.

While modeled to be 
somewhat similar to the first 
terminal, built in the 1970s, the 

new space has lots of additional 
features to modernize it, like 
the 5,200-pound pizza oven in 
the Ross Peak Grill, a nursing 
mothers room, and the service 
dog relief area, complete with a 
faux fire hydrant.

“The project is on time and 
under budget, so we’re really 
happy with that,” Sprenger said.

In addition to the space 
passengers will see, the new 

concourse has space for indoor 
baggage and freight handling, 
something Sprenger said is 
important because of Montana’s 
temperamental weather.

The airport’s passenger num-
bers mirrored national trends 
earlier in the year, with an 80% 
drop in travelers in March as 
the first wave of the pandemic 
swept the United States.

HELENA (AP) — A final effort to 
block most Montana counties from 
mailing general election ballots to 
active voters was denied Thursday, 
a day before the ballots are to be 
mailed.

Associate U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Elena Kagan rejected a 
request for an emergency injunction 
filed by Republican state House 
candidate Joe Lamm of Livingston, 
the Ravalli County 
Republican Central 
Committee and 
Republican voters.

They wanted 
to block a Sept. 
30 ruling by U.S. 
District Judge Dana 
Christensen that 
upheld a decision by Gov. Steve 
Bullock to give counties the option 
to hold the Nov. 3 election mostly 
by mail due to the pandemic.

Forty-five of Montana’s 56 
counties decided to do so. People 
also can vote in person early and on 
Election Day in all counties.

Lamm argued that Bullock 
overstepped his authority. Bullock 
said he had the authority, under the 
emergency declaration made for the 
pandemic, to suspend a state law 
that says regularly scheduled federal 
elections cannot be conducted by 
mail ballot.

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals on Tuesday denied a 
request for a similar emergency 
order to block Christensen’s order, 
pending appeal. The court said it 
would still hear the appeal and set a 
schedule for filing briefs starting in 
January,

By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

City commissioners have voted 
to appoint Jennifer Madgic to the 
vacant position on the Bozeman City 
Commission.

Madgic, who is on the Bozeman 
Planning Board, 
was chosen from 
20 candidates 
who applied to 
fill the spot left 
open after former 
Mayor Chris Mehl 
resigned last month. 
Then Deputy 
Mayor Cyndy 
Andrus rose to the 
mayoral position, 
leaving both the deputy mayor 
and a commission position open. 
Also on Wednesday, Andrus and 
commissioners I-Ho Pomeroy and 
Michael Wallner voted to make 
Commissioner Terry Cunningham 
the new deputy mayor.

Yellowstone reports busiest September ever
■ Tops previous 
record by more 
than 100K visits

JACOB W. FRANK/NPS

Visitors explore Yellowstone National Park’s Midway Geyser basin in July.

Commission 
tabs planning 
board member 
for open spot

Madgic

Effort 
to block 
mailed 
ballots 
denied
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Spreading its wings

■ Airport unveils $26.5 million second concourse

PHOTOS BY RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

TOP: A restaurant called Ross Peak, with an “open concept” kitchen, will sit in the middle of the new 

75,000-square-foot concourse, next to a functional fireplace, in the Bozeman Yellowstone International 

Airport. ABOVE: A worker puts the final touches on the windows.
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