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WASHINGTON (AP) — Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
said Tuesday the Senate would vote 
on a trimmed-down Republican 
coronavirus relief package, though 
it has a slim chance of passage in the 
face of Democrats’ insistence for more 
sweeping aid. 

The Kentucky Republican released 
the approximately $500 billion mea-
sure as senators returned to Washing-
ton for an abbreviated pre-election 
session, as hopes are dimming for 
another coronavirus relief bill — or 
much else. 

Republicans struggling to retain 
their Senate majority this fall have 
been divided, with some GOP sena-
tors in close races anxious to respond 
further to the pandemic, even as con-
servatives are tiring of all the spending 
and passing legislation in concert with 
liberal House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

McConnell called the package “a 
targeted proposal that focuses on sev-
eral of the most urgent aspects of this 
crisis, the issues where bipartisanship 
should be especially possible.” They 

included school aid, money for vac-
cines and testing, and a second round 
of the popular Paycheck Protection 
Program for smaller businesses.

Democrats are demanding a far 
larger bill, including hundreds of 
billions of dollars for state and local 

governments, more generous job-
less benefits, and help for renters and 
homeowners, along with other provi-
sions in the House Democrats’ $3.5 
billion relief bill that passed in May.

By FREDDY MONARES

Chronicle Staff Writer

Twenty-eight homes and “a 
lot more other outbuildings” 
were lost during the Bridger 
Foothills Fire, said Gallatin 
County Sheriff Brian Gootkin.

Gootkin announced the 
news Tuesday evening at a 
virtual meeting meant to give an 
update on fire activity and when 
people affected by the fire could 
expect to return to their home. 
He said he didn’t yet have a 
number on how many outbuild-
ings were lost.

“There would have been a 
heck of a lot more than that if 
it weren’t for our firefighters,” 
Gootkin said.

He said Bridger Canyon Road 
remains closed from Boylan 
Road to Jackson Creek Road

However, Gootkin said, 
starting at 9 a.m. Wednesday, 

residents in that area would 
be allowed to return to their 
home permanently. He said 
those who return should stay 
at home to avoid blocking law 
enforcement or fire trucks in the 
area, especially on Wednesday 
from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. and from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Gootkin said there are lost 
homes with propane tanks caus-
ing active fires. He said home-
owners should not attempt to 
put those fires out.

“We know that they’re there. 
We have to allow them to burn 
out, so don’t even go close to 
them,” Gootkin said. “Don’t do 

anything with them.”
Gootkin said fire officials are 

aware that there are active fires 
on the mountain. He said peo-
ple should only call 911 if they 
have an active emergency and 
refrain from reporting smoke 
coming from the mountain.

The smoke had cleared Tues-
day, but the fire that erupted 
over the weekend left its mark.

During a tour led by fire 
officials earlier in the day, 
snow-capped peaks overlooked 
the burn scars caused by the 
Bridger Foothills fire, which has 
burned more than 11 square 
miles, including brush, timber 
and short grass.

On the drive from Jackson 
Creek Road to near the “M” 
trailhead, the roads were clear 
except for fire and law enforce-
ment officials moving from 
one base to another. Charred 
areas stood out among chunks 
of green and brown. Leaves on 
some trees were spared, while 
the fire stripped others com-
pletely. Snow had accumulated 
on top of some houses.

By MELISSA LOVERIDGE

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman city commission-
ers Tuesday condemned Mayor 
Chris Mehl’s behavior outlined in 
hundreds of documents alleging 
the mayor bullied and harassed city 
employees and interfered in the 
city’s day-to-day business.

Documents released last week 
after a freedom of information 
inquiry indicate that former city 
manager Andrea Surratt resigned at 
least in part because of how she was 
treated by Mehl. In the documents, 
Surratt and former interim city 
manager Dennis Taylor both allege 
that Mehl broke the city charter by 
interfering in city administrative 
business and bullying staff, a senti-
ment commis-
sioners echoed.

The commis-
sion called a 
special meeting 
Tuesday eve-
ning to discuss 
the allega-
tions but had 
not taken any 
specific action 
by press time 
Tuesday night.

“He has 
been a devoted 
elected of-
ficial for many 
years now. He 
is unflagging 
in his energy,” 
said deputy 
mayor Cyndi 
Andrus during 
the meeting. 
“But he has 
also, over the 
years, exhibited 
behavior that is unprofessional, 
intimidating and unacceptable as a 
public official.”

Three of the four commissioners 
asked Mehl to resign. Commis-
sioner Michael Wallner did not 
explicitly ask Mehl to resign, but 
condemned his behavior, say-
ing that the allegation that Mehl 
interfered in city business is one he 
“simply can’t ignore.”

“There’s no excuse for this be-
havior,” Wallner said. “Until I have 
concrete evidence of wrongdoing 
or interference with administra-
tion, I am not prepared to make a 
final decision as a commissioner 
(without due process).”

McConnell proposes ‘targeted’ virus aid Companies testing 
vaccines pledge 
safety, standards
By The Associated Press

The top executives of 
nine drugmakers likely 
to produce the first 
vaccines against the 
new coronavirus signed 
an unprecedented 
pledge meant to boost 
public confidence in 
any approved vaccines. 

The companies said 
Tuesday that they will 
stick to the highest 
ethical and scientific 
standards in testing 
and manufacturing and 
will make the well-
being of those getting 
vaccinated their top 
priority.

The announcement 

comes amid worries 
that President Donald 
Trump will pressure 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration to 
approve a vaccine before 
it’s proven to be safe and 
effective. 

The president has 
repeatedly said a vaccine 
could be ready by the 
end of the year, or even 
as early as October. His 
administration also is 
pressing ahead with 
what it calls “Operation 
Warp Speed,” a program 
meant to accelerate 
the development 
and manufacture of 
vaccines.

AP

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of Ky., center, walks to his office from the 

Senate floor on Tuesday on Capitol Hill.
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■ Cold weather 
helps, officials warn 
danger remains

PHOTOS BY RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

TOP: Burnt trees from the Bridger Foothills fire cover the Bridger Mountain 

range, some dusted with snow, on Tuesday morning. ABOVE: Mariah 

Leuschen-Lonergan, public information officer of the fire, demonstrates 

how firefighters “cold trail,” running a bare hand along the perimeter of a 

fire to feel for embers, during a media tour.

BRIDGER FOOTHILLS FIRE

28 homes lost in blaze
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Commission 
chides mayor 
for alleged 
transgressions

“I clearly 
need to own 
the issue, 
both my 
passions for 
the city but 
also my style 
that I said 
sometimes 
rubs people 
the wrong 
way ... I have 
a sincere 
commitment 
to stay in my 
lane.”

— Chris Mehl, 
Bozeman mayor
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