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O
rganizers for 
Bozeman’s Black 
Lives Matter 
rallies didn’t 

know what to expect 
when they started 
planning the first one, 
two days in advance.

Jessica Brito, the treasurer 
for the Black Student Union at 
Montana State University, said 
they thought they’d be lucky if 
a few hundred people showed 
up. She graduated from Boze-
man High School. She remem-
bers being called names when 
walking the hallways.

“I didn’t think there would 
be that many of us because … 
there’s never been any indica-
tion that the Bozeman commu-
nity, like, really strongly cared 
about this,” she said.

Then thousands showed 
up. They took to the streets on 
May 31 and again on June 5, 
chanting “Black Lives Matter,” 
“Fight the Power” and “No 
Justice, No Peace.”

The rallies were a response 
to a video that showed Derek 
Chauvin, a former Minneapolis 
police officer, kneeling on the 
neck of George Floyd, a Black 
man, for nearly nine minutes. 
Chauvin has been charged with 
murder.

The video sparked outrage 
around the world — including 
in places that are predominate-
ly white. Video of the incident 
is one example of what people 
of color have experienced for 
decades, and people are blam-

ing law enforcement and the 
systemic racism ingrained in 
the country’s history for the 
injustices.

Floyd wasn’t the first. Neither 
was Eric Gar-
ner. Or Mi-
chael Brown. 
Or Tamir 
Rice. Or 
Freddie Gray. 
Or Philando 
Castile. Or Breonna Taylor, 
shot in her home in Louisville, 
Kentucky, just a few months 
before Floyd was killed.

The list of names keeps 

growing.
Brito and other members of 

the Black Student Union were 
happy to see all the support, 
but they wonder how long it 

will last. Be-
ing anti-racist 
goes beyond 
attending ral-
lies, she said, 
it takes mak-
ing people of 

color feel safe, holding people 
accountable when they say 
racist things and knowing that 
racism goes beyond kneeling 
on a man’s neck.

“It’s hard to say that now will 
be different,” Brito said.

Montana is predominantly 
white. White people make up 
89% of the population, while 
Black people make up just .6%. 
Several people interviewed 
for this story said that makes 
them feel like they have to hold 
themselves to higher standards 
and often have to advocate for 
themselves.

They’re aware that if they 
mess up, they’re being watched 
under a microscope.

It was evident even as people 
gathered on Main Street earlier 
this month. Those who sup-
ported the movement peaceful-
ly protested the killing of Floyd 
and other Black people.

A handful of armed white 
people appeared on the pe-
rimeter of the march, holding 
pistols and rifles, waiting for 
someone to “mess up.” That 
didn’t happen. But those who 
came armed showed that there’s 
always someone watching.

Tobin Miller Shearer, direc-
tor of the African-American 
Studies program at the Uni-
versity of Montana, said that’s 
been true for a long time.

“There’s correlation between 
the fewer there are of a given 
group (of people), the more 
that group will be held under 
scrutiny,” Shearer said. 

‘Growing time’
Belgrade Superintendent 

Godfrey Saunders remembers 
talks with his parents about the 
precautions he would have to 
take, being a Black child grow-
ing up in Fort Pierce, Florida. 
Despite not receiving a formal 
education, his parents valued 
education and told him there 
were more good people in the 
world than bad.

“They taught us the value of 
life,” the 66-year-old said.

Saunders said those conver-
sations are similar to the ones 
he has today with his kids and 
grandkids.
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TOP: Godfrey Saunders, Superintendent of Belgrade Public Schools, sits 

in his office Thursday in Belgrade. ABOVE: Destini French sits in a barber 

chair in her basement hair salon, Cultured Roots, Thursday in Bozeman.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This 
is the first installment in a 
Chronicle series about what 
the worldwide protests over 
the treatment of people of 
color mean for Bozeman.
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Trump rally 
features empty 
seats and staff 
infections

TULSA, Okla. (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump launched his 
comeback rally Saturday by de-
fining the upcoming election as 
a stark choice between national 
heritage and left-wing radical-
ism. But his intended show of 
political force amid a pandemic 
featured thousands of empty 
seats and new coronavirus cases 
on his own campaign staff.

Trump ignored health warn-
ings to go through with his first 
rally in 110 days — one of the 
largest indoor gatherings in 
the world during a coronavirus 
outbreak that has killed more 
than 120,000 Americans, put 40 
million out of work and upended 
Trump’s reelection bid. The rally 
was meant to restart his reelec-
tion effort less than five months 
before the president faces voters 
again.

“The choice in 2020 is very 
simple,” Trump said. “Do you 
want to bow before the left-wing 
mob, or do you want to stand up 
tall and proud as Americans?”

Trump unleashed months of 
pent-up grievances about the 
coronavirus, which he dubbed 
the “Kung flu,” a racist term for 
COVID-19 that originated from 
China. He also tried to defend 
his handling of the pandemic, 
even as cases continue to surge in 
many states, including Okla-
homa.

He complained that robust 
coronavirus testing was making 
his record look bad — and sug-
gested the testing effort should 
slow down.

“Here’s the bad part. When 
you do testing to that extent, 
you’re going to find more cases,” 
he said. “So I said to my people, 
‘Slow the testing down.’ They test 
and they test.”

In the hours before the rally, 
crowds were significantly lighter 
than expected, and campaign of-
ficials scrapped plans for Trump 
to address an overflow space 
outdoors. When Trump thun-
dered that “the silent majority is 
stronger than ever before,” about 
a third of the seats at his indoor 
rally were empty.

Trump tried to explain away 
the crowd size by blaming the 
media for declaring “don’t go, 
don’t come, don’t do anything” 
and by insisting there were pro-
testers outside who were “doing 
bad things.” But the small crowds 
of pre-rally demonstrators were 
largely peaceful, and Tulsa police 
reported just one arrest Saturday 
afternoon.

Just hours before the rally, 
Trump’s campaign revealed that 
six staff members who were 
helping set up for the event had 
tested positive for the coronavi-
rus. Campaign communications 
director Tim Murtaugh said that 
“quarantine procedures were 
immediately implemented,” and 
that neither the affected staffers 
nor anyone who was in imme-
diate contact with them would 
attend the event.

News of the infections came 
just a short time before Trump 
departed for Oklahoma, and 
the president raged to aides that 
the information had been made 
public, according to two White 
House and campaign officials 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they weren’t 
authorized to speak publicly 
about private conversations.

Trump devoted more than 10 
minutes of his 105-minute rally 
— with the crowd laughing along 
— trying to explain away a pair 
of odd images from his speech 
last weekend at West Point, 
blaming his slippery leather-
soled shoes for video of him 
walking awkwardly down a ramp 
as he left the podium. 
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