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WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Donald Trump’s im-
peachment lawyers accused 
Democrats of waging a 
campaign of “hatred” against 
the former president as they 
sped through their defense of 
his actions and fiery words 
before the Jan. 6 insurrection 
at the U.S. Capitol, hurtling 
the Senate toward a final vote 
in his historic trial.

The defense team vigor-
ously denied on Friday 
that Trump had incited 
the deadly riot and said his 
encouragement of followers 
to “fight like hell” at a rally 
that preceded it was routine 
political speech. They played 
dozens of out-of-context clips 
showing Democrats, some of 
them senators now serving as 
jurors, also telling supporters 

to “fight,” aiming to establish 
a parallel with Trump’s over-
heated rhetoric.

“This is ordinarily politi-
cal rhetoric that is virtually 
indistinguishable from the 

language that has been used 
by people across the politi-
cal spectrum for hundreds 
of years,” declared Trump 
lawyer Michael van der Veen. 
“Countless politicians have 

spoken of fighting for our 
principles.”

But the presentation 
blurred the difference 
between general encourage-
ment to battle for causes and 
Trump’s fight against officially 
accepted national election re-
sults. The defeated president 
was telling his supporters 
to fight on after every state 
had verified its results, after 
the Electoral College had af-
firmed them and after nearly 
every election lawsuit filed by 
Trump and his allies had been 
rejected in court. 

The case is speeding toward 
a vote and likely acquittal, 
perhaps as soon as Saturday, 
with the Senate evenly divid-
ed between Democrats and 
Republicans and a two-thirds 
majority required for convic-
tion. Trump’s lawyers made 
an abbreviated presentation 
that used less than three of 
their allotted 16 hours.

By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

Bozeman housing 
developers say a multi-faceted 
approach is needed to address 
the city’s affordable housing 
crisis.

During two panels on 
affordable housing solutions 
hosted by the city in recent 
weeks, developers cited the 
timing of projects, availability 
of consistent funding support 
and competitive land prices 
as factors affecting the city’s 
building stock. The consensus 
was that it will take a lot of 
different measures to lessen 
Bozeman’s housing woes.

Tracy Menuez, associate 
director of the Human 
Resources Development 
Council compared the 
challenge to “rowing a boat 
into a waterfall.”

“If you look at the menu 
of best practices and ... 
the things that are really 
successful, we are doing a 
lot of them,” Menuez said 
during a panel in late January. 
“We have an inclusionary 
zoning ordinance and we 
can talk about how we can 
expand that or review that but 
within the confines of state 
law and public accessibility 
and public support and the 
funding environment we’re 
in, Bozeman is actually doing 
a lot.”

Menuez said the city 
isn’t necessarily limiting 
developers from doing things 
like inclusionary zoning, 
where affordable housing is 
folded in with market-rate 
homes, but that developers 
watching their bottom line 
aren’t necessarily incentivized 

to do so.
Developers Geoffrey 

Anderson and Steve Dymoke, 
who both focus on affordable 
housing developments, said 
any help the city can give 
in making projects more 
efficient, like speeding up 
the planning or inspections 
processes, can help keep 
housing costs down.

Dymoke, who is a principal 
at Seattle-based GMD 
Development, said during 
a panel Friday that the 
biggest barriers to affordable 
housing is land and financial 
feasibility.

“Financial feasibility, it’s 
razor thin we need every 
advantage lined up,” Dymoke 
said. “Time is money on every 
development, particularly if 
we need to quickly buy some 
land ... if it takes a year 

we are paying interest for 
a year and that adds to our 
development cost.”

Dymoke suggested the 
city explore donating or 
leasing land for affordable 
housing projects as a way to 
ensure certain parcels remain 
affordable in the future.

Developer Greg 
Stratton suggested in 
January the city look at 
retooling the inclusionary 
zoning ordinance to 
be more flexible. The 
ordinance requires 10% of 
developments with more 
than ten single-family 
homes be affordably 
priced.

There is also a cash-
in-lieu option where 
developers pay fees in 
place of the affordable 
units.

Stratton said the city 

could explore making the 
ordinance more nimble to 
maximize how effective it is.

But, the developers also 
noted that the issue extends 
far beyond just housing for 
low-income people. The 
cost of housing has rocketed 
up in Bozeman, making it 
hard even for those at higher 
income levels to afford a 
home.

“Our problem has gotten 
past affordable housing,” 
Stratton said, “it’s more of a 
global housing issue. Until we 
address that issue it’s going to 
be hard to address affordable 
housing.”

Several of the panelists 
noted that while there are 
programs and support for 
developing housing targeted 
to low-income people, 
getting the so-called “missing 
middle” housing built is more 
of a challenge.

“The missing middle 
projects are difficult to think 
through in this conversation 
because there’s no truly 
targeted financing for those 
like there are (for) low 
income tax credit projects,” 
Anderson said.

Nora Shelly can be reached 
at nshelly@dailychronicle.

com or 406-582-2607.

By CINDY LOOSE

Kaiser Health News

Sam Edelman felt like a girl for 
as long as he could remember, his 
dad said. As Sam’s 18th birthday 
approached, and after years of 
researching hormone treatments, 
the high school senior scheduled an 
appointment with a doctor who treats 
transgender people.

It was a big step for Sam, a musician, 
a runner, a snowboarder and a 
taekwondo black belt 
who still identified as 
a boy at that point and 
had shared his secret 
only with his family 
and closest confidants.

The doctor said Sam 
was too young and 
thought it unlikely that 
any doctor would treat 
the Bozeman teen for 
the same reason. Ten 
months later, on Feb. 
20, 2016, Sam died by 
suicide.

“Sam was devastated,” said Adam 
Edelman, Sam’s father, recalling that 
visit with the doctor. “He lost hope.”

As legislatures meet across the U.S. 
to write new laws, at least 16 states are 
considering measures that would affect 
transgender athletes or those seeking 
treatment for gender dysphoria — the 
persistent and distressing feeling that 
one’s gender is different from the sex 
noted on the person’s birth certificate.

By FREDDY MONARES

Chronicle Staff Writer

A little more than 36 years later, the 
Bozeman Police Department is looking 
to new technology and asking the 
publics help in solving the city’s sole 
unsolved homicide.

On Feb. 10, 1985, Randy Church was 
closing the Pizza Hut on West Main 
Street. An unknown person went into 
the shop and shot and killed Church.

Employees the next morning found 
Church’s body and called police.

Detective Benjamin King, who 
began working on the case a year ago, 
said police are using new forensic 
technologies in the case that have come 
out since the murder. He said police 
have also brought on forensic experts in 
the case to “bring some hope” to leads.

“One of the things we didn’t want to 
do is put all our eggs in one basket, as 
far as the forensic sciences,” King said.

Trump lawyers: Impeachment based on ‘hatred,’ not facts

AP

Michael van der Veen, lawyer for former President Donald Trump, 

looks out from the Senate floor to the Senate Reception room Friday 

on the fourth day of the Senate Impeachment trial.
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Bozeman Police 
looking to solve 
1985 homicide

Bills aim 
to set 
limits on 
trans kids

ADAM EDELMAN

Sam Edelman with his parents, Adam and 

Victoria Edelman.
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Developers: Affordable housing 
requires multi-faceted solution
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ABOVE: Signs advertise a vacant lot off of West Oak Street on the 

west edge of town Feb. 5. BELOW: A string of new houses are being 

built along Vaquero Parkway on Feb. 4.
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■ Trial speeds 
toward vote, 
likely acquittal


