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By ALEX MILLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

The Three Forks Airport is 
set to get upgrades to its run-
way and taxiway in the coming 
years after receiving a grant 
for more than a half-million 
dollars.

The Gallatin County Com-
mission accepted the over 
$518,000 award from the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration 
on Tuesday, with the money 
coming from the depart-
ment’s Airport Improvement 
Program. The grant is planned 
to be used for resurfacing 
the county-owned airport’s 
runway, extending the taxiway 
and adding lights along the 
taxiway.

The grant allows for a 
four-year window for the 
money to be spent. Plans for 
the project are split into two 
parts, with the first being the 
resurfacing of most of the 
pavement area at the airport. 
Three Forks Airport Board 
Chair John Edwards said 
work could begin as soon as 
fall 2022.

But the main focus of the 
project is the expansion of 
the taxiway — where planes 
prepare to take off or drive to 
after landing — to run the full 
length of the lone runway at 
the airport.

“The expansion of this taxi-
way is going to make it better, 
because if you have a taxiway 
that’s only half the length of 
your runway, that means you 

have to go on the active run-
way and take up that space to 
go ahead and taxi down to the 
end so you can go ahead and 
take off,” Edwards said.

And planes backing up onto 

an active runway could cause 
dangerous situations.

“You get pretty involved 
when you’re landing an air-
plane or you’re taking off, but 
it’s a safety deal,” Edwards said. 

“It’s going to save somebody’s 
life eventually.” 

An increase in activity at 
the airport is what’s causing 
the taxiway extension to be a 
priority, Airport Manager Nick 
Bilton said. With more flights 
coming in and out of Bozeman 
Yellowstone International 
Airport, flight schools and 
other pilots flying smaller 
aircraft are using the Three 
Forks airport, Bilton said.

By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

More fire restrictions were lifted in 
Gallatin and Park counties Tuesday.

Officials wrote in a news release that 
fire restrictions had been rescinded 
on land managed by Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks in Gallatin, Park, 
Deer Lodge and Granite counties. 
The news release did not specify why 
restrictions were lifted. An official with 
FWP could not be reached for further 
comment Tuesday.

Stage 1 fire restrictions were still 
in place on FWP-managed land in 
Madison, Beaverhead, Silver Bow, 
Jefferson and Lewis and Clark counties 
on Tuesday.

Stage 1 restrictions prohibit 
campfires outside of designated fire 
rings in developed sites and smoking 
outside of areas that have been cleared 
of flammable 
material at 
least 3 feet in 
diameter.

While 
the FWP 
restrictions were 
lifted, wildfire 
smoke still 
hangs in the 
air. Air quality 
in Bozeman 
improved 
slightly after 
it reached 
unhealthy levels 
on Monday, 
according to 
the Montana 
Department of 
Environmental 
Quality.

Air quality 
was rated as 
moderate 
early Tuesday 
morning, but 
it worsened by 
noon, when 
particulate 
levels became 
“unhealthy for sensitive groups.”

Montana DEQ issued an air quality 
alert for Beaverhead, Madison, Silver 
Bow and Gallatin counties because of 
the smoke, which wafted to the region 
from the Alder Creek and Trail Creek 
fires west of Wise River and large 
wildfires in other western states.

The Alder Creek and Christensen 
fires, which were burning 7 miles west of 
Wise River, merged earlier this week. The 
fires by Tuesday had burned a combined 
28,360 acres and were 24% contained.

The Trail Creek fire about 20 miles 
west of Wisdom had burned 44,254 
total acres by Tuesday. It was 58% 
contained.

DEQ air quality monitoring 
specialists predicted that conditions in 
the state would remain warm and dry 
through Wednesday morning before a 
shift in wind patterns occurs.

By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

Mandy deGignac’s urge to col-
lect newspapers struck while she 
was still in San Francisco in the 
days after the 9/11 attacks.

A flight attendant for United 
Airlines, deGignac had been 
working on the morning of Sept. 
11, 2001, to ready a plane for a 
trip when someone got on the 
loudspeaker and told everyone 
to get off the plane — immedi-
ately.

DeGignac and the rest of her 
coworkers got off the plane and 

made their way to a crew lounge 
in the airport, where they 
watched the horror unfold in 
lower Manhattan, Washington, 
D.C. and Shanksville, Pennsyl-
vania, when they found out the 
plane that crashed into a field in 
western Pennsylvania belonged 
to the same airline they worked 
for.

“There must have been 30 or 
40 people, flight attendants and 
pilots, all glued to this televi-
sion,” deGignac said. “Nobody 
was saying a word. We walked in 
and nobody said a single word, 
and then we saw the whole thing 
happen on the TV.”

Airline travel stopped across 
the country immediately follow-
ing the attack, leaving deGignac 

and the rest of her crew stuck in 
San Francisco for days.

It was then that she picked 
up a copy of the San Francisco 
Chronicle from Sept. 12, show-
ing the south tower of the World 
Trade Center as it collapsed in 
Manhattan, with a one word 
headline: “NIGHTMARE.” 

Above that: “Terrorists mount 
their most brazen and devastat-
ing attack in history as hijackers 
turn four passenger planes into 
bombs — and change America 
forever.”

She still keeps that page in 
her Bozeman home, and dozens 
more from the New York Times 
she collected in the days after 
the attacks.
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Three Forks Airport gets grant for runway, taxiway upgrades
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TOP: Cracks in the tarmac are seen at the Three Forks Airport on Tuesday, ABOVE: The runway at the 

airport points southwest from town. Gallatin County received a more than half-million dollar grant to 

repair and add tarmac to the runway system, among other work.
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RUNWAY

Plans for the project are split into two parts, 
with the first being the resurfacing of most of 
the pavement area at the airport. Three Forks 
Airport Board Chair John Edwards said work 

could begin as soon as fall 2022.
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Former United Airlines flight attendant recalls 9/11 and its aftermath
■ Newspaper collection 
aids local library exhibit
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Mandy deGignac was a flight attendant on the first flight into New York City 

on Sept. 14, 2001, after the attacks on the Twin Towers. More 9/11  |  A10


