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By ALEX MILLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

The lead in the Gallatin County 
attorney race changed hands with the 
latest round of preliminary results 
released Wednesday afternoon, 
with Republican incumbent Marty 
Lambert pulling ahead of his 
Democratic challenger.

Lambert took a narrow lead over 
local attorney and Democrat Audrey 
Cromwell, according to the results 
released by the Gallatin County 
Elections Office just before 5 p.m. 
Lambert had received 21,584 votes, 
or 50.2% of the vote, while Cromwell 
had 21,330, or 49.6% of the vote.

Cromwell held a slight lead in the 
results released late Tuesday night and 
early Wednesday morning. When 
the elections office resumed its count 
Wednesday, she led by 42 votes.

There were about 5,800 ballots 
left to count Wednesday morning, 
according to the Gallatin County 
Election Office. A batch of results was 
released just before 5 p.m., showing 
the tables had turned in the race.

By ALEX MILLER

Chronicle Staff Writer

Ballot counting in Gallatin 
County was still ongoing by 
Wednesday evening, a day 
after Election Day.

When Gallatin County 
Clerk and Recorder Eric 
Semerad arrived at the county 
election office Wednesday 
morning there were about 29 
trays of ballots left to count, 
with each tray having an 
average of about 200 ballots.

That meant there were still 
about 5,800 ballots that need 
to be counted in Gallatin 
County.

Semerad said that he hoped 
for the count to be finished 
by 5 p.m. Wednesday. The 
Gallatin County Election 
Office released an updated 
report just before 5 p.m. 
Wednesday, but there was still 
more counting to be done.

The county election office 
stopped counting at 2:30 a.m. 
Wednesday and returned to 
work at 8 a.m. Semerad said 
that there were not enough 
people to continue counting 
last night.

Staffing the count on 
Wednesday morning has 
been difficult, too. Semerad 
said that he called county 
employees to help.

Almost all in-person 
ballots, or ballots from people 
that voted at polling places 
around the county, have been 
counted, Semerad said. A 
small fraction of the ballots, 
called resolution ballots, were 
dropped out of the machine, 
he said.

Semerad said that 
resolution ballots will get 
reviewed. Those ballots can 
get kicked out of a tabulator 
for many reasons, like if the 
scanner cannot read the 
ballot.

A good chunk of ballots 
got nipped by envelope 
openers, too, Semerad said. 
Those ballots will have to 
be duplicated because the 
tabulators cannot count them.

There are also provisional 
ballots waiting to be counted. 
Those ballots cannot be 
officially tabulated until 
Nov. 14. Semerad said that 
he was unsure how many 
provisional ballots were used 
this election.

By TOM KUGLIN and

HOLLY MICHELS

Lee Newspapers

By Wednesday afternoon, 
10,959 votes gave Republican 
Ryan Zinke the lead over 
Democrat Monica Tranel in 
the race to represent Montana’s 
newly drawn western U.S. 
House seat, with votes still left 
to count.

Zinke held 114,440 votes 
to Tranel’s 103,481 and 
Libertarian John Lamb had 
8,717.

The latest batch of results 

included another 6,724 ballots 
out of Flathead County.

Turnout had reached 56% 
statewide and about 75% of 
precincts across Montana were 
reporting by 3 p.m.

Polls closed at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday and results were slow 
to trickle in as larger counties 
in the district reported long 
lines of people waiting to 
vote late in the day and a few 
issues with reporting results. 
Once larger counties in the 
district began updating results, 
Zinke and Tranel traded leads 
through the late night and 
early morning, sometimes 

separated by a few hundred 
votes. 

By Wednesday morning, 
Zinke took Flathead, Lake, 
Ravalli, Beaverhead, Granite, 
Lincoln, Madison, Mineral, 
Pondera, Powell and Sanders 
counties. Tranel had secured 

Missoula, Gallatin, Silver 
Bow, Deer Lodge and Glacier 
counties.

The Montana State News 
Bureau uses the Associated 
Press to call races, which 
has not happened yet. And 
no results are official until 
certified by the Secretary of 
State.

Both Missoula and Gallatin 
counties said Wednesday 
afternoon they were expecting 
to report more results by 5 p.m. 

This is the first time 
in nearly three decades 
Montanans will elect two 
U.S. House representatives. 

Republican Matt Rosendale 
won the eastern House race.

Political analysis has 
indicated the western district 
race tightened as Election Day 
drew near, moving its ranking 
from solidly Republican to 
leaning toward the GOP.

Zinke’s campaign for a return 
to Congress began more than 
a year ago when he publicly 
announced a run in the 
newly formed district. While 
lamenting a deeply divided 
country, both the primary and 
general elections have turned 
markedly contentious.

By SAM WILSON

Lee Newspapers

Montana Republicans appeared 
to have a lock on a supermajority in 
the state Legislature by Wednesday 
morning, although enough 
uncounted votes remain to leave 
several races up in the air.

The GOP currently holds 98 
seats between the state 
House and Senate, 
and needs two more 
for a supermajority. 
That would 
allow Republican 
lawmakers to 
propose constitutional 
amendments on the ballot in the 
absence of Democratic support.

Two more seats in the Senate 
would also give them a two-thirds 
majority in both chambers, allowing 
them to unilaterally pass certain 
types of legislation that need a higher 
threshold of votes.

Republicans easily retained control 
of both the state House and Senate 
Tuesday night, and have picked up at 
least five Democratic seats, according 
to unofficial results. Democrats 
appeared to have flipped two 
Republican seats. Uncounted votes 
could still tip the balance of several 
other tight races, however.

By SEABORN LARSON

Lee Newspapers

The Montana Republican 
Party gambled its statewide 
appeal on James Brown’s bid 
for the nonpartisan Supreme 
Court, only to walk away from 
the table having lost as the 
incumbent Ingrid Gustafson 
held 54% of the votes reported 
by Wednesday afternoon. 

The GOP claimed the 
incumbent was vulnerable 
after she failed to capture 
50% of the votes in the June 
primary, but instead Gustafson 
secured the judicial race that 
saw historic outside spending 
levels, most in her favor.

“It’s still a gamble to make 
that race partisan,” said Jessi 
Bennion, political scientist 
who teaches at Carroll 
College and Montana State 
University. “I think there’s a 
sizable number or group of 

voters that want a nonpartisan 
judiciary. That (GOP support 
for Brown) could have been 
a turnoff for some voters 
who consider themselves 
conservatives, but have an 
idea of the judiciary being a 

nonpartisan body.”
Judicial races are 

diametrically different than 
partisan elections, due 
to the Montana Code of 
Judicial Conduct restricting 
candidates’ ability to 

speak on issues and accept 
endorsements from sitting 
politicians. But this race 
stood out for its partisan 
labels draped over Brown’s 
campaign, just two years after 
Republicans locked up every 
statewide elected position 
except one U.S. Senate seat.

Brown had told a crowd 
a GOP forum in Butte he 
was “pleased” that Gov. 
Greg Gianforte had called 
to urge him to run for the 
state Supreme Court. A 
week later, first lady Susan 
Gianforte hosted a fundraiser 
for Brown’s campaign at 
their home in Bozeman. The 
partisan support continued 
into the last days before the 
election, with the Yellowstone 
County Republican Central 
Committee putting up 
$50,000 for TV ads for Brown 
four days for before Election 
Day.  
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GOP ‘gamble’ falls short in nonpartisan Supreme Court race

TOM BAUER, MISSOULIAN/LEE NEWSPAPERS

The Missoula County Republican Party office on Reserve Street in 

Missoula featured a large sign for James Brown in the non-partisan 

Montana Supreme Court justice race on Nov. 7.
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TOP: Election judges count ballots on the third floor of the Gallatin County 

Courthouse on Tuesday evening. ABOVE: Heath Anderson and his 

daughter, Adrienne, vote at the Gallatin County Fairgrounds.More COUNTING  |  A4
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