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MILDENHALL, England (AP) 
— President Joe Biden opened 
the first overseas trip of his term 
Wednesday with a declaration 
that “the United States is back” 
as he seeks to reassert the nation 
on the world stage and steady 
European allies deeply shaken by 
his predecessor.

Biden has set the stakes for his 
eight-day trip in sweeping terms, 
believing the West must pub-
licly demonstrate it can compete 
economically with China as the 
world emerges from the coro-
navirus pandemic. It is an open 
repudiation of his predecessor, 
Donald Trump, who scorned 
alliances and withdrew from a 
global climate change agreement 
that Biden has since rejoined.

The president’s first stop was 

a visit with U.S. troops and 
their families at Royal Air Force 
Mildenhall, where he laid out his 
mission for the trip.

“We’re going to make it clear 
that the United States is back 

and democracies are standing 
together to tackle the toughest 
challenges and issues that matter 
the most to our future,” he said. 
“That we’re committed to leading 
with strength, defending our 
values, and delivering for our 
people.”

The challenges awaiting 
Biden overseas were clear as 
the president and the audience 
wore masks — a reminder of 
the pandemic that is still raging 
around much of the world even 
as its threat recedes within the 
United States.

“We have to end COVID-19 
not just at home — which we’re 
doing — but everywhere,” Biden 
said.

GREAT FALLS (AP) — DNA 
evidence preserved after a 1956 double 
homicide and the use of forensic 
genealogy has helped a Montana 
sheriff ’s office close the books on the 
65-year-old cold case, officials said.

Investigators with the Cascade 
County Sheriff ’s Office concluded 
Kenneth Gould — who died in Oregon 
County, Missouri, in 2007 — more 
than likely killed Patricia Kalitzke, 16, 
and Duane Bogle, 18, the Great Falls 
Tribune reports. Both were shot in the 
head.

Detective Sgt. Jon Kadner, who took 
over the case in 2012, said Tuesday 
it was the oldest case he could find 
nationwide that has been solved using 
forensic genealogy, which searches 
commercial DNA databases to find 
familial matches to the DNA of a crime 
suspect.

On Jan. 3, 1956, three boys hiking 
along the Sun River near Wadsworth 
Park northwest of Great Falls found 
Bogle dead near his car. A day later, a 
county road worker found Kalitzke’s 
body north of Great Falls.

Kalitzke was a junior at Great Falls 
High School, and Bogle was an airman 
at Malmstrom Air Force Base from 
Waco, Texas.

Officers investigated for years, but 
they were unable to make an arrest.

The case went cold for decades 
until 2001, when then-Detective Phil 
Matteson sent the slide of a vaginal 
swab gathered from Kalitzke’s body 
to the Montana State Crime Lab for 
analysis. The lab found a sperm cell 
that did not belong to Bogle, officers 
said.

President opens overseas trip by declaring ‘United States is back’

AP

President Joe Biden steps into a motorcade vehicle after arriving at RAF 

Mildenhall in Suffolk, England, on Wednesday.

“We’re going to 
make it clear that the 
United States is back 
and democracies are 
standing together to 
tackle the toughest 

challenges and issues 
that matter the most 

to our future.”

— President Joe Biden

Forensic 
genealogy, 
DNA close 
homicide
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Clippings from the Great Falls Tribune that are 

displayed June 8 were part of the Cascade 

County Sheriff’s Office investigative file into 

the 1956 murders of Patricia Kalitzke, 16, and 

Duane Bogle, 18, northwest of Great Falls. 
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MELTING FASTMELTING FAST
By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

T
wo storms 
in mid-May 
improved 

upper-elevation 
snowpack levels 
around southwest 
Montana, but warm 
conditions in late May 
and June have drained 
much of the region’s 
remaining high-
elevation snow.

The Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
reported that on June 1, 
snowpack in the Gallatin, 
Jefferson, Upper Yellowstone 
and Madison river basins 
was at 92%, 76%, 73% and 
62% of normal, respectively.

By Wednesday, snowpack 
in the Gallatin, Jefferson, 
Upper Yellowstone and 
Madison river basins had 
dropped to 46%, 26%, 23% 
and 17% of normal, in that 
order.

Snow at 82 out of 138 to-
tal SNOTEL sites in the state 
had melted by June 1, and 
60% to 80% of this year’s 
peak snowpack remained 
at the highest elevations in 
general, according to an 
NRCS Montana Water Sup-
ply Outlook Report.

“The snowpack in the 

state peaked early and at 
below average levels in most 
locations,” said Mage Hult-
strand, acting NRCS Mon-
tana water supply specialist, 
in a news release.

Forecasted streamflow 
volumes across Montana 
have varied throughout the 
first week of June. Levels 
forecasted in some larger 
basins, including the Galla-
tin and Yellowstone River 
basins, were near normal on 
June 1, according to NRCS.

Predicted volumes for the 
month of June in Hyalite 
Reservoir, Hebgen Lake 
and the Gallatin River near 
Gateway were near normal 
Wednesday. Forecasts for 
volumes at Ennis Lake and 
in the Yellowstone and 
Shields rivers near Livings-

ton were below normal.
At Ruby Reservoir, the 

Beaverhead River at Barrett’s 
Diversion Dam and the Bea-
verhead River near Grant, 
forecasts for streamflow and 
inflow volumes during June 
were 66%, 45% and 13% 
of normal on Wednesday, 
respectively.

“The Jefferson and Madi-
son river basins, which have 
been a concern for most 
of the season, did receive 
good precipitation from the 
storms in May,” Hultstrand 
said. However, “it was not 
enough to make up for 
water year deficits from 
the lack of precipitation in 
March and April.”

Two storms in mid-May 
brought significant pre-
cipitation to much of the 

state, particularly along the 
Rocky Mountain Front and 
Flathead River basin. The 
storms added to snow that 
was still sitting at upper 
elevations, according to 
NCRS.

In many areas, those gains 
melted away by June 1 amid 
warm, dry conditions. The 
melt triggered rising stream 
flows throughout the state.

Once the rest of the 
snowpack melts, stream 
flows are expected to decline 
into the summer, according 
to NRCS.

There is a 70% chance 
of showers in Bozeman on 
Thursday, but conditions 
were predicted to heat up 
to 87 degrees by Sunday, 
according to the National 
Weather Service.

Long-range models from 
the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s Climate Prediction 
Center predict southwest 
Montana will see higher-
than-normal temperatures 
and below normal precipita-
tion in the coming month.

“The long-range forecast 
also calls for a continuation 
of conditions seen through-
out much of this year: in-
creased chances of warmer 
and drier weather than nor-
mal,” NRCS wrote. “Current 
water year precipitation... 
is near to below average in 
most locations.”

Helena Dore can be 
reached at hdore@daily-
chronicle.com or at 582-2628.

High temperatures cause flows to rise as snowpack recedes
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The Gallatin River is muddy with spring runoff on Wednesday.


