
When ordering sleep medicine care for your patients, we hope you consider Rocky Mountain Sleep Disorders Center.

580 PRONGHORN TRAIL, SUITE A - BOZEMAN, MT 59718

PHONE 406-999-7575 * FAX 406-999-7575

NOW ACCEPTING PATIENTS
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COMMON SIGNS & SYMPTOMS:

- MORNING HEADACHES

- SHORTNESS OF BREATH

- LOUD SNORING

- INSOMNIA

- HYPERTENSION

- PAUSES IN BREATHING

- DAYTIME SLEEPINESS

- NIGHTTIME SWEATS

WE ACCEPT ALL AGES AND ALL INSURANCES.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
next few weeks are critical to 
tamping down a disturbing 
coronavirus surge, Dr. Anthony 
Fauci told Congress on Tuesday 
— issuing a plea for people to 
avoid crowds and wear masks 
just hours before mask-shunning 
President Donald Trump was set 
to address a crowd of his young 
supporters in one hot spot.

Fauci and other top health 
officials also said they have not 
been asked to slow down virus 
testing, in contrast to Trump’s 
claim last weekend that he had 

ordered fewer tests be performed 
because they were uncovering 
too many infections. Trump said 
earlier Tuesday that he wasn’t 
kidding when he made 
that remark.

“We will be doing 
more testing,” Fauci, 
infectious disease chief 
at the National Institutes 
of Health, pledged to a 
House committee con-
ducting oversight of the 
Trump administration’s response 
to the pandemic.

The leading public health of-

ficials spent more than five hours 
testifying before the committee 
at a fraught moment, with coro-
navirus cases rising in about half 

the states and political 
polarization competing 
for attention with public 
health recommenda-
tions. 

Fauci told lawmak-
ers he understands 
the pent-up desire to 
get back to normal as 

the U.S. begins emerging from 
months of stay-at-home orders 
and business shutdowns. But that 

has “to be a gradual step-by-step 
process and not throwing cau-
tion to the wind,” he said.

“Plan A, don’t go in a crowd. 
Plan B, if you do, make sure you 
wear a mask,” Fauci said.

Troubling surges worsened 
Tuesday in several states, with 
Arizona, Texas and Nevada set-
ting single-day records for new 
coronavirus cases, and some 
governors saying they’ll consider 
reinstating restrictions or delay-
ing plans to ease up in order to 
help slow the spread of the virus.

HELENA (AP) — Any 
coronavirus-related revenue losses to 
Montana’s treasury over the next year 
will likely be recovered the year after, 
state financial analysts said Tuesday.

The state Legislative Fiscal 
Division projected revenue that goes 
to the state’s general fund will drop 
by nearly 13% in the fiscal year that 
begins July 1. The state’s revenues are 
then predicted to rise by 15% in the 
next year, according to the forecast.

Gov. Steve Bullock’s budget 
director, Tom Livers, told state 
lawmakers in an 
online meeting 
that the state 
is in a good 
economic position 
compared to some 
others.

“This is 
essentially a 
manageable 
situation, which is 
pretty remarkable 
in the face of a 
global pandemic,” 
Livers said.

However, he 
cautioned that 
rapidly changing 
conditions make 
it difficult to 
accurately predict 
the economic 
fallout of the 
pandemic in the 
state.

“As it gets 
further out, there 
are a number of 
variables that still 
have to fall into 
place,” Livers said.

Legislative 
Fiscal Division 
officials predicted 
that the state may 
need to use up $73 million from the 
budget stabilization reserve fund 
to cover expenditures in the 2021 
fiscal year. The fund currently has 
$118 million. Division staff said no 
reductions to the governor’s budget 
would be necessary.

The Republicans who hold 
majorities in the House and Senate 
previously called for immediate cuts 
to the state’s budget, but Bullock, 
a Democrat, has rejected their 
proposals.

COMBATING COVID19

Fauci: Next few weeks are critical
If people say, “’I’m 
young, I’m healthy, 
who cares’ — you 
should care, not 
only for yourself 
but for the impact 
you might have” on 
sickening someone 
more vulnerable.

— Dr. Anthony Fauci
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Analysts: State 
may recoup 
virus revenue 
losses in 2 years

The federal 
pandemic 
unem-
ployment 
compensa-
tion of $600 
per week is 
expected 
to expire 
at the end 
of July, and 
the division 
predicted 
a drop in 
personal 
income in 
the coming 
months.
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Bullock talks 

grants in 

Bozeman
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Police cruisers line the parking lot of the Law and Justice Center on Tuesday in Bozeman. (Rachel Leathe/Chronicle)

City, county respond to calls for police reform

By SHAYLEE RAGAR 

AND PERRIN STEIN

Chronicle Staff Writers

T
he recents protests 
sparked by the killing 
of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis are far 
from the first time 

the United States has had a 
national reckoning with rac-
ism and police violence. 

The reckoning has come 
to Montana, too.

Thousands have marched 
in Bozeman calling for 
reforms and accountability. 
Hundreds called and wrote 

to the city with concerns 
about local police practices. 
Activists have outlined how 
they’d like to see Bozeman 
be more inclusive and safer 
for people of color.

Judith Heilman, execu-
tive director of the Mon-
tana Racial Equity Project 
(MTREP), 
said the 
notion that 
Montana 
and Boze-
man are 
insulated 
from rac-
ism, bigotry or prejudice is 
false.

“It’s white people, not 
melanated people, that al-
ways like to tell us melanated 
folks that it’s not an issue 
here,” Heilman said. “But 
they are coming from their 
own observations and their 

own lens, and they don’t live 
life in a brown skin or Black 
skin and see what happens to 
us and what we have to deal 
with on a daily basis.”

Heilman said MTREP 
often hears from people 
of color around the state 
who have had negative 

encounters 
with law 
enforce-
ment that 
they don’t 
report.

“They 
didn’t want 

to report it to the police 
because there’s a realistic fear 
that’s born out across the 
nation that doing so will put 
a target on your back,” Heil-
man said.

In response to local and 
national protests, Bozeman 
city commissioners request-

ed a broad review of city and 
police practices related to 
racial discrimination, use-of-
force, de-escalation and the 
citizen appeal process. Jeff 
Mihelich, the city manager, 
plans to present the results 
of the review by July 27.

But local activists have 
asked for more.

Heilman said she’d like to 
see the city add two members 
to its police commission, 
an independent board that 
oversees the police depart-
ment, and to include people 
of color, people of different 
genders and people of differ-
ent sexual orientations.

“And I think as a retired 
law enforcement officer and 
an expert in racial equity 
and justice that I ought to be 
on (the commission), too,” 
Heilman said.

BEYOND
THE RALLIES

Editor’s Note: This is the 
second installment in “Beyond 
the rallies,” a Chronicle series 
about what the worldwide 
protests over the treatment 
of people of color mean for 
Bozeman.

IMPROVEMENTPROVEMENT

More IMPROVEMENT  |  A10

More RECOUP  |  A10


