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MOR’S

Lead Sponsor:

Experience Taste of the Rockies, one of Bozeman’s

most popular benefit events at Museum of the Rockies!

Enjoy a delectable blend of food and drink with a festive atmosphere

exploring Western heritage, paleontology, and the acclaimed exhibit,

Apsáalooke Women and Warriors.

Purchase tickets at museumoftherockies.org/tor
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By HOLLY K. MICHELS 

AND TOM KUGLIN

Lee Newspapers

A leaked draft opinion signal-
ing the U.S. Supreme Court is 
poised to overturn Roe v. Wade 
catapulted abortion access to the 
top of the list of some Democratic 
voters’ concerns in Montana’s 
western U.S. House district, add-
ing an additional plotline to the 
midterm election that previously 
looked more to be a referendum 
on President Joe Biden’s perfor-
mance.

“This has the potential to 
change that conversation to no 
longer be about what the Demo-
crats in Congress and the presi-
dent achieved, but rather what is 
threatened if Republicans are giv-
en more power,” said Lee Banville, 
a political analyst and professor at 
the University of Montana.

All three Democrats in the 
primary race for the newly created 
western U.S. House seat sharply 
criticized the draft opinion this 
week and said they’d vote to 
codify the protections to abor-
tion access at risk if Roe v. Wade 
falls. Republicans in the race had 
previously spoken out about their 
opposition to abortion and wel-
comed the direction of the draft 
opinion.

Democrats said this week after 
the draft was leaked, it quickly 
became a focus of voters they met 
while campaigning.

Democratic candidate Tom 
Winter said he was knocking on 
doors in Polson when news of the 
leaked opinion started circulating, 
and the issue was “scaring the hell 
out of a lot of people.” 

“The visceral reaction of the 
rug being pulled out from under 
generations of people, what was 
settled law and the idea that gov-
ernment can come for you is very 
disturbing,” Winter, a former state 
lawmaker from Missoula, said 
Tuesday.

By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

 Several conservation groups 
are pushing to get an initiative on 
the statewide ballot in November 
that would apply strict pollution 
protections along the Gallatin and 
Madison rivers.

If it passes, Initiative 191 would 
designate the Gallatin River 
from the border of Yellowstone 
National Park to the confluence of 
Spanish Creek and the Madison 
River between Hebgen and Ennis 
lakes as “Outstanding Resource 
Waters.”

Cottonwood Environmental 
Law Center, the Gallatin Wild-
life Association and Montana 
Rivers are the groups behind the 
initiative. The groups must collect 
more than 30,000 signatures from 
registered Montana voters by 

June 17 to get the initiative on the 
ballot.

They’re trying to get signa-
tures both in person and online. 
John Meyer, executive director of 
Cottonwood Environmental Law 
Center, is waiting for the Montana 
Supreme Court to decide whether 
online signatures are acceptable, 
and he’s also asked the court to 
extend the deadline for signatures. 
He declined to say how many sig-
natures had been collected so far.

The Outstanding Resource Wa-
ter title would provide more than 
100 stream miles with the highest 
pollution protections afforded 
under state law. The Montana 
Department of Environmental 
Quality would be barred from 
issuing “point source” pollution 
permits that “result in any change 
in water quality.”

A NEW AVENUE
Groups look to protect Gallatin, Madison rivers through controversial ballot initiative

By STEVE PEOPLES, 

MARC LEVY AND JEFF AMY 

Associated Press

HARRISBURG, Pa. — All four 
leading Republicans in Pennsylva-
nia’s governor’s race have vowed to 
ban abortion if given the chance.

In Georgia, one top Republican 
candidate for governor wants to 
outlaw all abortions. The sitting 
Republican governor is backed 
by the anti-abortion lobby, but 
refuses to clarify his position. And 
in Michigan, all but one of the five 
leading Republicans running for 
governor oppose abortion even in 
cases of rape or incest.

The fight for Congress often 
dominates midterm elections, but 
the revelation this week that the 
Supreme Court may soon over-
turn its landmark Roe v. Wade 

decision has thrust candidates for 
governor — and their positions 
on abortion — into the forefront 
of the 2022 campaign. Some 
states, including Pennsylvania and 
Georgia, have primary elections 
this month, but the ultimate fight 
won’t be decided until the Novem-
ber general election.

In a handful of battleground 
states with Republican-controlled 
state legislatures, every GOP can-
didate for governor supports se-
vere abortion restrictions, if not a 
complete ban with no exceptions. 
That’s prompting urgent warnings 
from Democrats that women’s 
access to abortion in some states 
may rest almost entirely on which 
party wins the governor’s race this 
fall.

“This is an issue that is now 
front and center in this governor’s 
race,” said Pennsylvania Attorney 

General Josh Shapiro, his state’s 
presumed Democratic nominee 
for governor. “The battle will be in 
the states.”

Thirteen deep-red states have 
so-called “trigger laws” that would 
ban abortion almost immedi-
ately if Roe is overturned, but the 
future of abortion access is less 
certain across several other more 
moderate states with Republican-
controlled legislatures: Arizona, 
Georgia, Florida, Michigan, Ohio, 
Texas and Wisconsin, among 
them.

In almost every case, GOP 
legislatures have already ap-
proved restrictive abortion laws, 
including so-called “heartbeat” 
bills that would outlaw abortions 
before most women know they’re 
pregnant. 

Abortion rights may rest on governor’s races in some states

AP

This April 1 photo combination shows, from top left, Lou Barletta, Pennsylvania 

state Sen. Doug Mastriano, R-Franklin, Bill McSwain and David White at a forum 

for Republican candidates for governor of Pennsylvania at the Pennsylvania 

Leadership Conference in Camp Hill, Pa. All four leading Republicans in 

Pennsylvania’s governor’s race have vowed to ban abortion if given the chance. 
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BELOW: Cars leaving Big Sky drive alongside the Gallatin 

River on Highway 191 on May 4, 2022.

TOP: Deer Creek crosses over the exposed roots of an old 

tree trunk before entering the Gallatin River on May 5, 2022.

ABOVE: A semi-truck drives south on HIghway 287, along-

side the Madison River on May 5, 2022.

Draft opinion 
may shake 
MT’s western 
House race
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