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By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

A controversial northeast 
Bozeman development 
proposal passed a major 
hurdle this week when city 
commissioners approved its 
annexation and zoning, but it’s 
still a ways away from shovel 
hitting dirt.

There are not yet any site 
plans submitted to the city for 
the Canyon Gate property at 
the northeast corner of Bridger 
Drive and Story Mill Road. But 
this week, city commissioners 
approved annexing the 25-
acre property into the city, 
with a slew of conditions that 
will restrict the scale of the 
development.

Commissioners approved the 
zoning proposal as well, which 
will allow for both residential 
and commercial uses on the 
property.

Now, developer Andy 
Holloran said Thursday, they 
are starting to work on detailed 
site plans and subdivisions.

“My sense is that will take 
the better part of this year to 
go through that planning and 
engineering effort working with 
the city,” Holloran said, “but our 

goal would be to break ground 
on the infrastructure in a year, 
and hopefully see vertical 
construction and homes being 
built by next spring, early 
summer.”

The approved zoning is for 
five acres of R-5, residential 
mixed-use high density zoning, 
1.62 acres of REMU, residential 
emphasis mixed use zoning 
and about 10 acres each of R-3, 
medium density residential 
zoning and B-2M, community 
commercial mixed use zoning.

Holloran proposed a series 

of additions to the annexation 
agreement that will restrict the 
scale of the development.

During the first commission 
meeting for the proposal in 
December, Holloran proposed 
two conditions: to require 60 
units of income-restricted, 
workforce housing be provided 
within the development, and 
that no building within the R-5 
zoning be taller than 50 feet 
or four stories, whichever is 
higher.

That meeting was delayed 
after five hours, and the debate 

and discussion was delayed 
until this week.

The conditions Holloran 
added during this weeks’ 
meeting include a 100-foot 
buffer along Boylan Road, in 
which development would be 
limited to residential units with 
a height limit similar to that 
in the R-3 zoning, and a limit 
within the 10 acres of B-2M 
zoning that no building will 
have a footprint of greater than 
25,000 square feet.

Holloran said they were 
in response to discussion 
during the first commission 
meeting on the application in 
December.

“It was clear from listening 
to public comment in the 
December hearing, as 
well as line of questioning 
and comments from city 
commissioners, that there 
was concern about the B-2M 
area particularly with the 
mass and scale, which is 
really unlimited in the B-2M,” 
Holloran said. “So that was 
dealt with by restricting the 
footprint to 25,000 square feet 
and then really creating this 
kind of transition, wedding 
cake design from Boylan 
Road.”

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— President Joe Biden 
announced Thursday that 
the government will double 
to 1 billion the rapid, at-
home COVID-19 tests to be 
distributed free to Americans, 
along with the most protective 
N95 masks, as he highlighted 
his efforts to “surge” resources 
to help the country weather 
the spike in coronavirus cases.

Biden also announced 
that starting next week 1,000 
military medical personnel 
will begin deploying across the 
country to help overwhelmed 
medical facilities ease staff 
shortages due to the highly 
transmissible omicron 
variant. Speaking at the White 
House, he said six additional 
military medical teams will be 
deployed to Michigan, New 
Jersey, New Mexico, New 
York, Ohio and Rhode Island.

Many facilities are 
struggling because their 
workers are in at-home 
quarantines due to the virus at 
the same time as a nationwide 
spike in COVID-19 cases. The 
new deployments will be on 

top of other federal medical 
personnel who have 
already been sent to 
states to help with 
acute shortages.

Biden 
acknowledged that, 
“I know we’re all 
frustrated as we enter 
this new year” as 
virus cases reach new heights. 

But he insisted that it remains 
“a pandemic of the 
unvaccinated.” 

Both vaccinated 
and unvaccinated 
people test positive 
for the virus, but 
Biden noted medical 
figures showing that 
people are far less 

likely to suffer serious illness 

and death if they’ve received a 
shot: “What happens after that 
could not be more different.”

Biden’s comments come as 
his administration’s focus is 
shifting to easing disruptions 
from the spike in cases 
that is also contributing to 
grocery shortages and flight 
cancellations,  rather than 
preventing the transmission of 
the virus.

On Tuesday, Janet 
Woodcock, the acting 
head of the Food and Drug 
Administration, told Congress 
that the highly transmissible 
strain will infect “most people” 
and that the focus should turn 
to ensuring critical services 
can continue uninterrupted.

“I think it’s hard to process 
what’s actually happening 
right now, which is: Most 
people are going to get 
COVID, all right?” she said. 
“What we need to do is make 
sure the hospitals can still 
function — transportation, 
other essential services are not 
disrupted while this happens.”

President to double free tests, add N95s to aid omicron fight

AP

Nursing students, from left, Ashley Guidie and Rachel Kornacki, watch 

fellow student Maeve Buchanan give a COVID-19 booster shot to Taylor 

Brooks, right, on Wednesday at Peterson Events Center in Oakland, Pa.
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By HELENA DORE

Chronicle Staff Writer

Twenty-eight Yellowstone bison 
were transferred to the Fort Peck 
Indian Reservation on Thursday 
as part of a program to divert 
more disease-free bison away from 
slaughter.

Thursday’s shipment of 
Yellowstone bison to the 
Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of 
Fort Peck was the sixth transfer 
of its kind since the Bison 

Conservation 
Transfer 
Program 
launched in 
2019.

Chamois 
Andersen, 
senior Rockies 
and Plains 
representative 
at Defenders 
of Wildlife, 
said the 
transfer 
program has 
turned into a 
meaningful 
partnership 
operation 
between 
Yellowstone 
National Park, 
tribes, the 

state of Montana and others since 
it launched.

Bison aren’t tolerated much in 
Montana due to the threat that the 
disease brucellosis poses to the 
livestock industry. Animals spread 
it when they come into contact 
with the birth tissues and fluids of 
infected animals, and it can cause 
cattle to abort or produce weak 
young.

Up to 60% of bison in 
Yellowstone National Park have 
been exposed to brucellosis, but 
there have been no recorded 
brucellosis transmissions from 
bison to livestock in the wild. 

By TOM KUGLIN

Lee Newspapers

A U.S. Senate committee 
on Wednesday advanced the 
nomination of Montanan Martha 
Williams to lead the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service.

Williams, the former director 
of Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks, was 
nominated to the 
federal agency 
director post 
by President 
Joe Biden in 
October. She 
has served over 
the last year 
as principal 
deputy director 
at USFWS while 
the director’s 
position has remained open.

Williams advanced to the 
Senate floor with a 16-4 vote by 
the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Environment and Public Works 
Wednesday, earning praise from 
both the top Democrat and 
Republican on the committee.

Sen. Tom Carper, D-Del., told 
the committee Williams had a 
proven track record of bringing 
groups together on wildlife issues.

Williams’ 
nomination 
for USFWS 
post advances

Williams
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NEXT 
STEPS

Planning underway for 
Bozeman’s Canyon Gate property

PHOTOS BY RACHEL LEATHE/CHRONICLE

TOP: The northeast side of the Canyon Gate property is pictured on 

Thursday off of Story Mill Road. ABOVE: A fence separates an 

established development, left, from 25 acres of undeveloped land 

where developer Andy Holloran with HomeBase Partners is proposing 

to bring mixed-use and residential buildings
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28 YNP
bison off to 
Fort Peck

This winter, 
federal, 
state and 
tribal 
officials 
agreed 
to cull 
between 
600 and 
900 
Yellowstone 
bison.

“

More BISON  |  A8


