
INSIDE

BIG SKY. . . . . . . . . . . . A3

NATION . . . . . . . . . . . A4

WORLD. . . . . . . . . . . . A5

OPINION . . . . . . . . . .  A6

DEATHS  . . . . . . . . . . . A7

POLICE REPORTS. . A7

REGION  . . . . . . . . . . . A7

SPORTS  . . . . . . . . . . .  B1

COMICS  . . . . . . . . . . .  D4

CLASSIFIEDS  . . . . . .  C1

TV LISTINGS. . . . . . .  D238 22Cold, a fl urry

PAGE A8
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WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Joe Biden laid out 
hopeful new steps Monday to 
expand coronavirus vaccinations 
but also echoed the stern 
warnings of a top public health 
official who told Americans 
she has a recurring feeling of 
“impending doom” that a fourth 
wave of the virus may be coming. 

“This is deadly serious,” 
Biden said, urging governors to 
reinstate mask mandates and 
other restrictions that some 
states have been easing. 

Hours earlier, during a virtual 
White House health briefing, 
Dr. Rochelle Walensky, director 
of the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, grew 
emotional as she reflected on her 
experience treating COVID-19 

patients who are alone at the end 
of their lives.

“We have so much to look 
forward to, so much promise and 
potential of where we are and so 
much reason for hope,” she said. 
“But right now, I’m scared.”

“I’m going to lose the script, 
and I’m going to reflect on 
the recurring feeling I have of 
impending doom,.”

Cases of the virus are up about 
10% over the past week from 

the previous week, to about 
60,000 cases per day, with both 
hospitalizations and deaths 
ticking up as well, Walensky 
said. She warned that without 
immediate action the U.S. could 
follow European countries into 
another spike in cases and suffer 
needless deaths. 

“I have to share the truth, and 
I have to hope and trust you will 
listen,” she said.

Later Monday, Biden 
addressed the nation from the 
White House, declaring, “If we 
let our guard down now, we can 
see the virus getting worse, not 
better. People are letting up on 
precautions, which is a very bad 
thing.”

KALISPELL (AP) — In 1988, 
the renowned grizzly bear biol-
ogist Tim Manley was working 
as a research assistant on the 
South Fork Flathead River, try-
ing to devise a reliable method 
for counting grizzlies in the 
dense and mountainous terrain 
of the Northern Continental 
Divide. More than a decade had 
passed since the species was 
federally protected in 1975, and 
a critical piece of the recovery 
puzzle remained missing: What 
is an accurate baseline popula-
tion for grizzlies?

It’s the ecological metric at 
the core of every delisting effort 
to date, and one that has fur-
nished wildlife managers with 
foundational census data upon 
which nearly all land-use deci-
sions in Northwest Montana 
are based. It serves as a valuable 
conservation guideline for a 
suite of rarefied ecosystems 
while bridling the rampant de-
velopment pressures flanking 
them. It has allowed biologists 
to set and meet recovery goals 
for the threatened species, track 
its survival rate, identify habitat 
corridors linking segregated 
populations, and even chart 
elaborate family trees.

But back in the late ’80s, 
Manley and his research col-
leagues were just laying the 
early groundwork for catalog-
ing grizzlies in some of the 
wildest, most remote habitat in 
the Lower 48 — the South Fork 

Flathead River corridor, which 
cuts through the heart of the 
Bob Marshall Wilderness south 
of Glacier National Park.

“One of the key objectives 
of the South Fork Grizzly Bear 
Project was to come up with 
a way to estimate the entire 
population size,” Manley told 
the Flathead Beacon. “Remem-
ber this is before modern DNA 
technology was a viable option 
and we were really trying to 
determine how many bears we 
were working with to identify 
recovery goals.”

In order to distinguish in-
dividual bears in a population 
segment, researchers had to 
capture and collar the animals, 
using radio telemetry and 

aerial flight surveys to track the 
bears. It was effective, but it was 
also invasive, resource inten-
sive and time consuming. And 
Manley was easily nauseated 
during the fixed-wing aircraft 
surveys high above the Bob.

“I used to get sick bouncing 
around in the plane,” Manley 
said. “We were always trying 
to refine our technique to be 
more efficient, which is how 
we came up with the remote 
camera system.”

Several years earlier, in 1985, 
the Great Falls native had 
worked on a habitat-monitor-
ing project in the Cabinet-Yaak 
region outside of Libby, where 
he experimented with remote 
surveillance by jury-rigging a 

35mm automatic camera to a 
burglar alarm he picked up at 
a local Radio Shack. Whenever 
the alarm’s infrared sensor 
detected movement, it tripped 
the camera’s shutter through 
Manley’s open-circuit configu-
ration. Although the nascent 
technology proved effective, 
producing an impressive col-
lection of wildlife photography, 
it also had a long list of short-
comings, including a short 
battery life.

Hearing Manley describe 
the experiment years later, 
the leader of the South Fork 
monitoring project, Keith 
Aune, then a research biolo-
gist for Montana Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks (FWP), asked his 
research assistant if he could 
fine-tune the technology to 
monitor grizzlies down the 
South Fork. Equipped with 
an Olympus Infinity camera, 
another Radio Shack security 
special and a 12-volt lawn-and-
garden battery, Manley set to 
work scabbing together the 
world’s first remote-sensor trail 
camera, which he housed in a 
steel .50-caliber ammunition 
can with a hole bore through 
the side. He bought some L-
shaped brackets and mounted 
the contraption to a tree, bait-
ing the sites by hoisting a cable 
between two firs and dangling 
a leg of road-kill deer above the 
ground, out of the bear’s reach.

By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

Gallatin County residents will be 
able to sign-up for a waiting list for a 
COVID-19 vaccine starting March 31, 
the county announced Monday as part 
of changes to their vaccine sign-ups.

The new process will be used to fill 
all appointments through the Galla-
tin City-County Health Department 
starting Thursday, according to a press 
release. Vaccines are also being admin-
istered by Bozeman Health and some 
pharmacies in the area.

A representative for the health de-
partment said the sign-up link will be 
posted on its social media channels and 
website at 12 p.m. on Wednesday.

Everyone 16 and up will become eli-
gible for a COVID-19 vaccine starting 
Thursday under 
state guidelines, 
but in Galla-
tin County, 
many of those 
over 60, those 
with qualify-
ing health 
conditions or 
at-risk people of 
color or Native 
Americans 
eligible under 
the 1B+ phase 
are still waiting 
for an appoint-
ment.

The county 
announced 
last week it 
would prioritize 
those in the 
1B+ phase 
and healthcare 
workers and 
long-term care facility residents and 
workers eligible in the 1A group while 
still opening up some appointments to 
the general public.

According to a press release, the 
county will email “as many people as 
we have doses, based on their priority 
on the list.”

According to the department, people 
in the 1A or 1B+ categories will be 
prioritized. Everyone else will be sent 
a link on first-come, first-serve basis 
that’s based on when they signed up for 
the waiting list. 

The health department will no 
longer be conducting open online ap-
pointment sign-ups itself starting April 
1, but people who get contacted off the 
waiting list will be directed to mtready-
clinic.org for a sign-up.

President, CDC director warn of virus rebound if nation lets up

AP

In this March 19 photo, Dr. Rochelle Walensky, director of the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, leads President Joe Biden into the room 

for a COVID-19 briefing at the headquarters for the CDC Atlanta.
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COMBATING COVID19ON THE MOVE
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A herd of elk graze near the north entrance of Yellowstone National Park, on March 20.

Grizzly guru tries to defuse human-bear conflicts

HUNTER D’ANTUONO/FLATHEAD BEACON

Tim Manley, Grizzly Bear Management Biologist for Montana Fish, 

Wildlife & Parks, stands besides bear traps in storage at Region 1 

Headquarters in Kalispell on Feb. 26. 
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County 
to launch 
vaccine 
wait list

According 
to the 
department, 
people in the 
1A or 1B+ 
categories will 
be prioritized. 
Everyone else 
will be sent a 
link on first-
come, first-
serve basis 
that’s based 
on when they 
signed up for 
the waiting 
list.
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