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By NORA SHELLY

Chronicle Staff Writer

As much of Montana 
stares down another dry, 
hot summer, Bozeman 
commissioners voted 
this week to put in place 
permanent outdoor watering 
restrictions.

Outdoor watering 
restrictions that were enacted 
for the first time last July 
amid a Stage Two drought 
brought about an over-20% 
drop in water use, when 
half of water use in the city 
goes towards lawns and 
landscaping.

The city is proposing 
to make those watering 
restrictions a permanent part 
of life moving forward.

An ordinance passed 
unanimously Tuesday night 
restricts outdoor lawn 
watering to three days a week 
and to the hours of midnight 
to 10 a.m. If approved on 
a final vote — usually a 
formality — the restrictions 
would go into effect in mid-
June.

The goal of the restrictions 
is to permanently cut down 
on water use.

“For many reasons, 
including drought events, 
population growth and 
impacts of climate change, 
Bozeman is very highly 
susceptible to water supply 

reliability challenges,” Water 
Conservation Program 
Manager Jessica Ahlstrom 
said during a commission 
meeting. “Responsible water 
management requires active 

conservation measures, not 
just in drought but at all times.”

The days watering is 
permitted will be based on odd 
and even addresses and will 
apply to every property hooked 

up to the city’s water system.
Even-numbered homes 

will be permitted to water 
on Tuesday, Thursday and 
Saturday and odd-numbered 
homes will be allowed to 
water on Wednesday, Friday 
and Sunday.

Public parks, private open 
spaces and street right of ways 
will be permitted to water 
on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday.

By HOLLY K. MICHELS

Lee Newspapers

This Friday’s weekday COVID-19 
case update from the state health 
department will be the last daily re-
port, as the state moves to a weekly 
schedule starting next week.

Citing lower caseloads and trans-
mission levels, the state Depart-
ment of Public Heath and Human 
Services made the announcement 
Wednesday, following indications 
in March that it would make the 
change.

After this Friday, the state will 
move to post updated data on new 
cumulative cases, hospitalizations, 
deaths and vaccination progress 
each Friday, with the first weekly 
report May 13. The change applies 
to the emails sent out by the health 
department as well.

In a March interview, Gov. Greg 
Gianforte said the state was consid-
ering a change to how it responds to 
the pandemic, citing lower casel-
oads and hospitalization rates. In a 
follow-up email, his administration 
said the one way the state’s manage-
ment might change would be fol-
lowing a recommendation from the 
administration’s public health team 
to report new infections on a weekly 
basis, rather than the every-weekday 
updates Montanans have seen for 
the last two years.

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— The traditionally insular 
Supreme Court is about to 
face the full force of public 
pressure and abortion politics 
as justices make a final decision 
on whether to throw out the 
landmark Roe v. Wade ruling.

The justices are entering a 
politically explosive new era, 
drafting what may well be the 
most consequential opinion 
on women’s health and privacy 
in 50 years, while a watchful 
public primed by the nation’s 
culture wars looks over their 
shoulders and tries furiously to 
influence the outcome.

Justice Samuel Alito appeared 
to be bracing for the onslaught, 
stiffening the spines of his 
conservative court colleagues 
in his leaked draft opinion for 
the court’s majority that would 
overturn the 1973 ruling and its 

constitutional right to abortion.
“We cannot allow our 

decisions to be affected by any 
extraneous influences such 
as concern about the public’s 
reaction to our work,” Alito 

wrote in the February draft 
document that was circulated 
to fellow justices as they prepare 
a final decision, expected by 
June.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 

often says, quoting Abraham 
Lincoln, public sentiment is 
everything. But justices, unlike 
lawmakers, don’t have to run 
for reelection.

At one point this week, 
more than 1,000 people 
flooded to the steps of the 
Supreme Court. In Los 
Angeles, police put the 
city on tactical alert after 
a confrontation between 
abortion rights supporters 
and police downtown. 
Fresh polling showed most 
Americans support preserving 
some access to abortion 
services.

“Let us fight with everything 
we’ve got,” Vice President 
Kamala Harris said in a speech 
at the EMILY”s List political 
action committee’s national 
conference.

Abortion draft puts unusual public pressure on Supreme Court
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Demonstrators protest outside of the U.S. Supreme Court on Tuesday.

By LIZ WEBER

Chronicle Staff Writer

After going missing in early April, 
Spirit returned to Montana State 
University in the dead of night, ap-
pearing on the 50-yard line at Bob-
cat Stadium on Tuesday morning.

The small bronze “Spirit” bobcat 
statue was reported stolen from the 
Strand Union Building 
on April 6, only to 
be returned about a 
month later.

The statue, about 
20 inches tall and 
weighing in at about 60 
pounds, is part of a limited produc-
tion run.

MSU spokesman Michael Becker 
said the university doesn’t have a 
great idea of how the statue found 
itself at the 50-yard line Tuesday 
morning. After it was discovered 
around 7:40 a.m., university police 
found all the gates were closed.

COMBATING COVID19

State will 
move to 
weekly 
COVID-19 
updates

‘Spirit’ returned 
to Montana State
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A person glances at a statue of the 

Montana State University’s bobcat 

mascot, Spirit, on Wednesday.

Full-time conservation
Bozeman poised to enact permanent watering restrictions
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ABOVE: Sprinklers water the grass outside of Hyalite Hall on July 14 on the Montana State University 

campus. BELOW: A spillway on Hyalite Dam points to the reservoir, still covered with ice, on Wednesday.

Even-numbered homes will be permitted to 
water on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday and 

odd-numbered homes will be allowed to water 
on Wednesday, Friday and Sunday.
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