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• Easily updating tabular data throughout election night.

• Displaying interactive maps and graphs with embeddable 

widgets.

• Using TownNews Content Exchange articles, images, and 

videos to supplement your homegrown election coverage.

• Keeping your visitors engaged with push notifications—even 

when they aren’t on your site.

• Showcasing fast-changing news and data with Update blocks.

• . . . and much more! 

Today’s agenda



Election design



Create dedicated homepage

• Use schedules 

• Place blocks on homepage and 

deactivate them until needed

• Use an image block to create a 

unified topic header

• Create a big impact presentation 

with “Editorial: Full Article” block



Card: Updates block

• Can be used to showcase breaking 

election news updates

• When additional news is posted, it 

notifies the reader, who can refresh the 

block without reloading the page

• Use an “overline” to create a colorful title 

with eye-catching icon



Breaking news fast cache

• Blocks that use a “breaking news” 

flag on homepage break cache 

faster

• Ensures website visitors see the 

latest news



Create a special URL

• Helps consolidate and aggregate 

election data

• Promote coverage on social media, 

on broadcasts and in print

• Create a consistent #hashtag 

• Use a specialized search box 

that is limited to election content

• Also on BLOX Now App



Insert ad positions

• Add new ad blocks

• Ensure monetization is 

interspersed throughout 

content 

• Especially on mobile



News coverage



• Use table assets to display 

tabular data

• Results can be updated 

throughout the night in one table

• Multiple tables for multiple races

• Upload a CSV file

Updating table data



• Embed in articles or a standalone 

feature

• Show aggregated news from approved 

news sources automatically

• Appropriate for news before, during 

and after Election Day

Twitter lists



• Fact check articles based on AP 

material but supplemented by 

local resources

• Daily roundups of local / national 

news can be pulled together as a 

collection and embedded in other 

news articles

Fact checks & roundups



• Create a survey for local candidates 

with informational questions

• Each race can be a news article with 

profiles & answers of the candidates

• Include voter information and 

resources as a sidebar

Surveys & races



• Use a “series” collection 

to highlight election stories 

from the week

• Create photo galleries of images 

from the campaign trail

• Use poll assets to ask readers 

to engage on a specific topic

• Push notifications

Series & collections



• Embedded assets create engagement 

opportunities

• Use the new “inline links” feature to link 

directly to additional articles in BLOX

• Info boxes and other related content types 

can add useful information for readers

Embed, links & related



External sources



Iframe election numbers

• Check with local county or state 

election boards on how they are 

publishing data

• Ask if their election results can be 

iframed onto your site



TN Content Exchange

• Look at the TownNews Content 

Exchange to flesh out local 

content

• Use the Content Exchange to add 

photos and video to local 

coverage, including:

• CNN video

• Real Clear Politics

• TownNews network



Datawrapper embeds

• Datawrapper.de is a external 

service which creates maps 

out of uploaded data

• Maps and charts can be 

embedded 

• Section pages 

• Inside articles 





Background

• RealClearWire, a project of the RealClearFoundation, is a 
free syndication service offering high-quality content of civic 
importance to news outlets countrywide and worldwide.

• As part of its mission to fortify and elevate the public 
discourse, RealClearWire makes select original content from 
RealClearPolitics, RealClearInvestigations, and other 
RealClear websites available to republish free of charge with 
attribution to RealClearWire.

• Publications using TownNews’ digital publishing 
platforms—BLOX CMS and Rayos—will have the ability to 
manually or automatically republish articles from the 
RealClearWire content stream.



Content Overview

• RealClearPolitics — Original reporting and opinion, 
including coverage of The White House and Capitol 
Hill, as well as RCP Polling Averages, coming soon

• RealClearInvestigations — Longform investigative 
journalism and shorter summary pieces

• RealClear Policy, Markets, World, Defense, Energy, 
Health, Science, Religion, Education, History, Books 
and Public Affairs — Original reporting and opinion 
in proven subject areas



Photos & Attribution

• Each RealClearWire article is 
accompanied by a public-domain 
image for your convenience, 
however we welcome editors to 
replace them with photos from 
your own databases

• Attribution to RealClearWire is 
automatically included



Please Say Hello Anytime

• For questions about RealClearWire, please 
contact Director of Syndication Nick 
Sanchez: wire@realclearfoundation.com

• I’m happy to answer any questions you may 
have about RealClearWire now or in the future

mailto:wire@realclearfoundation.com


Adding RealClearWire

• If you want to add RealClearWire 

to your site, contact TownNews 

Customer Support to get started

• Must be part of the TownNews 

Content Exchange to get the feed, 

but signing up is FREE



Questions



• Documentation: help.TownNews.com

• Support: Call 800-293-9576 or visit 

support.TownNews.com

• Partner Community: 

community.TownNews.com

• Service Status: TownNews.status.io

• Follow us on Twitter, LinkedIn, 

Facebook, YouTube

Stay connected

http://help.townnews.com
http://support.townnews.com
http://community.townnews.com
http://townnews.status.io/


Thank you!


