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Today’s agenda: What’s new in BLOX Total CMS

● Included Software Packages

● Automatic Client Updates

● Appliance OS Roadmap



Included software packages



● BLOX CMS 1.35.6

● Syndication Tool 1.11.0

● Associated Press 4.11.0

● Page Tracker 1.3.3

● OS Tools

● BLOX Total CMS client for 

Adobe InDesign and Adobe InCopy 

version 5.18.1-15

Included software packages



● Appliance-based BLOX Total CMS now supports 

our revamped Article Designer!

BLOX CMS 1.35.6 — Important changes



Tools for better storytelling

● Photo options: parallax, 
full-width, panorama and more

● Set the alignment and width of 
inline story elements for elegant, 
magazine-like layouts

● Drag-and-drop related content 
like pull quotes and fact boxes 
into the body of your stories

● Tailor the look of inline story 
elements with a simple right-click

Article Designer



● Appliance-based BLOX Total CMS 

now supports the Article Designer 

● Batch Upload - everywhere

BLOX CMS 1.35.6 — Important changes



● Save time

● Available in multiple locations 

including:

○ Child Assets

○ Collections

Batch upload



● Appliance-based BLOX Total CMS 

now supports the Article Designer

● Batch Upload - everywhere

● Semantic Analysis Wizard moved 

to keywords accordion

BLOX CMS 1.35.6 — Important changes



● Now available within 

Keywords

Semantic Analysis Wizard



● Appliance-based BLOX Total CMS 

now supports the Article Designer

● Batch Upload - everywhere

● Semantic Analysis Wizard moved 

to keywords accordion

● BLOX Go supports more Flags

BLOX CMS 1.35.6 — Important changes



● BLOX Go interface is designed for 

mobile access

● Available for hosted and 

appliance-based users

● More flags now available

More flags in BLOX Go



● New CNN Wire Channel is 

different from RSS feed

● GeoRSS support

● Previews show for RSS and 

ATOM feeds when available

● Start and Delete times 

supported 

● More Syndication feeds will 

load in the background

Syndication Tool 1.11.0



Associated Press 4.11.0

● Improved keyword support



● When Importing, 

existing keywords 

will be gray

● Select and choose 

Keep…

Improved keyword support



● When Importing, 

existing keywords 

will be gray

● Select and choose 

Keep…
● …and they will be 

added to the asset 

in Editorial

Improved keyword support



Associated Press 4.11.0

● Improved keyword support

● Improved _ (underscore) support



● The Associated Press has been using underscores for em-dashes

● BLOX CMS now auto converts

● Needs Minor Ruleset Edit

Improved _ (underscore) support



Associated Press 4.11.0

● Improved keyword support

● Improved _ (underscore) support

● Improved print subheads



● Checks for duplicate 

subheadlines 

● Same as headlines are 

not added 

Improved print subheadlines

Note: Available in the Syndication Tool



Associated Press 4.11.0

● Improved keyword support

● Improved _ (underscore) support

● Improved print subheads

● Pre-assign default workflow



● Add the Workflow 

in the Channel

Pre-assign default workflow



Benefits of the accessing AP using the Syndication Tool

● Automatic download of high-resolution images

● Unique strategy for handling Write-thrus

○ Eliminates duplicates of stories in the system, 

○ Allows users to preview the changes prior to import, 

○ Helps prevent publication of multiple versions of the same 

wire story

● Control settings applied to imported wire, such as 

flags, sections, and workflows

● Better overall system efficiency

● No need for a dedicated WFM workstation



Page Tracker 1.3.3

● Supports hosted environment



● Paginate from the 

hosted environment

● Page Tracker required

● New contract needed

Page Tracker in hosted BLOX CMS



Page Tracker 1.3.3

● Supports hosted environment

● Purge assignments and pages 

(Page Tracker pages and editions)



● Now available

● Purging can be stopped if necessary

Purge assignments and pages



Other included packages

● UDLoader 2.1.0: Improvement to the logging of the user of 

assets created by importing.

● UDParsers version 1.8.0: Removed unused libraries.

● Location 1.0.0: Changed geographic locations determination.

○ Includes access to Canadian zip codes

● Framework 1.36.1: Fixed auto links, particularly video embeds.

● TNSOLR 1.14.0: Corrected several minor internal issues.

● FIELD59 0.6.0: How Field59 assets are saved in BLOX Total 

CMS.

● POPPLER 0.51.0: Include the latest release.



Appliance-specific changes

● Replication Alerts

○ Alerts when replication is disabled

● Forced e-Mail access

○ Ensures the e-mail alerts work

● Upgraded MySQL

○ Keeping current



Automatic client updates



Legacy process of client updates

● Site downloads from CRM tickets or FTP site 

● Folder on \\ vip \ tcms_data \ share has client software

● Shortcut/alias to this folder placed in one of two locations on 

the client workstations

Con: Many sites don’t update in a reasonable time

Pro: Can quickly install beta updates for sites that want a bug fix or 

a new feature without waiting



New process of client updates

● activeVersion Folder on \\ vip \ tcms_indesign_client \ has the 

fully tested client software included with the Appliance OS 

updates

● Shortcut/Alias to this folder placed in one of two locations on 

client workstations

Con: Must wait for Appliance updates for Client updates

Pro: Automatic Client updates 



Appliance OS roadmap



Appliance OS versions in 2017

● 2.15.0 — Released 2017.03.06 

● 2.16.0 — Released 2017.05.24

● 2.16.1 — Released 2017.08.21 (system only)

● 2.17.0 — Scheduled for week of 2017.10.23

● 2.17.1 — ~4-8 weeks later (system only)

● 2.18.0 — early 2018



● Appliance OS 2.16.0

○ Required update to switch update mechanism for future 

updates

○ All sites need to be running this or newer by the end of 2017

○ Only 3% of live sites not already using this version

● Appliance OS 2.16.1

○ Systems based update with no client facing changes

○ Ability to run the Appliance OS using virtual machines

○ 88 appliances updated to this version (released 2 months ago)

Appliance OS 2.16



● Appliance OS 2.17.0

○ Featuring Article Designer, Batch Upload and more

○ Beta released 2017.09.25

○ General release expected week of 2017.10.23

● Appliance OS 2.17.1

○ Update SMB support to SAMBA 4 with NTLMv2

○ Improved performance for MacOS and Windows 10 users

○ Easy uninstall/downgrade path

Contact Customer Support to sign up for beta testing today!

Appliance OS 2.17



● BLOX CMS

○ Automatic recovery save 

○ Icons for placed, merged, and Adobe InCopy assignment

● Page Tracker

○ Page Tracker with page deadlines

● Syndication and Associated Press

○ Assign workflows when using Syndication importers

○ Removal of AP Webfeed agents – just two options

● Removal of http:// communication

Appliance OS 2.18 - Coming early 2018



What do you need to do?



1. Stay current with client and appliance OS updates

○ Client versions shipping with the appliances 

vs. legacy update methods

○ Release notes

○ Sign up for beta releases for appliance updates

What do you need to do?



1. Stay current with client and appliance OS updates

2. Upgrade to the Syndication Tool

What do you need to do?



1. Stay current with client and appliance OS updates

2. Upgrade to the Syndication Tool

○ Add AP account to the Syndication Tool

○ Schedule staff training for the Syndication Tool

○ Convert to the Syndication Tool

○ Disable the AP Webfeed Agent

What do you need to do?



1. Stay current with client and appliance OS updates

2. Upgrade to the Syndication Tool

3. Convert your http:// port throughs to https://

What do you need to do?



● Included in 
Appliance OS 2.13.1 
released August 2016

● Port 443 instead of 80
● “Secure mode”

○ Block prying eyes

○ Protect user data

● Free certificate

● Avoid browser
warnings

Full-time HTTPS://



1. Stay current with client and appliance OS updates

2. Upgrade to the Syndication Tool

3. Convert your http:// port throughs to https://

4. Attend a future webinar on BLOX Total CMS client changes

What do you need to do?



Questions?



Stay connected

▪ Documentation

▪ help.bloxcms.com

▪ Support

▪ Call 800-293-9576

▪ support.townnews.com

▪ Partner Community

▪ community.townnews.com

▪ Service Status

▪ townnews.status.io

▪ Follow us on Twitter, 

LinkedIn, Facebook, YouTube

http://help.bloxcms.com
http://support.townnews.com
http://community.townnews.com
http://townnews.status.io/


Thank you!


