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 � Pyeongchang Olympics: Nine ways to watch the Winter Games
 � Ski-for-all: Full-body cross-country workout great for young and old
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AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 More Bismarck-Mandan chari-
ties are participating in this year’s 
Giving Hearts Day, a regional fund-
raising event that raised $10.7 mil-
lion last year.

During the 24-hour online giving 
event on Thursday, donations of $10 
or more will be matched to at least 
$4,000 per nonprofit.

“It’s our biggest fundraiser of the 
year,” said Mackenzie Schmaltz, 
marketing manager for Northern 
Plains Dance in Bismarck.

The event, organized by the Da-
kota Medical Foundation, Impact 
Foundation and Alex Stern Family 
Foundation, will raise money for 
430 charities in North Dakota and 
northwest Minnesota.

In Bismarck-Mandan, 43 non-
profits are participating, an increase 

of at least seven from last year, said 
Pat Traynor, executive director of 
the Impact Foundation.

“We’re so proud of the charities 
and the generous people that put 
those matches up,” Traynor said.

The Bismarck Public Schools 
Foundation has $10,000 in match-
ing funds to support the inclusive 
sports program, which aims to pro-
vide opportunities for students of 
all abilities. The program features 
flag football in the fall, bowling in 
the winter and track in the spring.

Kayla Effertz Kleven, executive 
director of the foundation, said the 
goal is to raise $20,000 to establish 
an endowment for the program.

“It gives the program a little bit of 

permanency,” she said.
The Missouri Slope Areawide 

United Way has $5,000 in matching 
funds available on Thursday, with 
all donations benefiting a tempo-
rary emergency shelter for men, 
women and children.

The United Way has been pro-
viding emergency housing since 
Bismarck’s only homeless shelter 
abruptly closed last fall, and now is 
fundraising for a more permanent 
location.

“This isn’t just a need in the com-
munity, it’s a crisis in this commu-
nity,” said Patrick Finken, who is 
volunteering to help with fundrais-
ing and development of the project.

United Way’s goal is to raise 

$25,000 for the homeless shelter 
on Thursday, Finken said.

Last year, Giving Hearts Day 
raised about $826,000 for Bis-
marck-Mandan charities, not in-
cluding statewide organizations 
that also serve local communities, 
Traynor said.

Organizers for Giving Hearts Day 
hope to see 50,000 people donate 
on Thursday, up from last year’s 
total of 22,000.

On average, each participant has 
donated to 2.3 causes, Traynor said.

“The biggest impact that it does 
besides the dollars that it raises 
is the awareness for the different 
foundations and nonprofits,” Effertz 
Kleven said.

The Bismarck-Mandan organi-
zations participating, ranging from 
social service organizations to the 
arts, serve more than 60,000 peo-
ple in the local communities each 
year.

Giving Hearts Day to  
benefit 43 local charities
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Century High School seniors Jordan Bentz, left, and Carly Amundson celebrate after Carly bowled a successful frame at Midway Lanes in Mandan on 
Tuesday. The Bismarck Public Schools Foundation has formed an inclusive sports program for students of all abilities and is one of the groups benefiting 
from this year’s Giving Hearts Day. 

RYAN JOHNSON
Forum News Service 

 FARGO – He’s all but off the 
market, ladies.

Carson Wentz, perhaps the most 
famous North Dakotan of the mo-
ment after the Philadelphia Eagles’ 
Super Bowl win last weekend, is 
engaged.

The former North Dakota State 
University star quarterback and 
current Eagles quarterback posted 

four photos to his Twitter account 
Tuesday, showing him down on 
one knee successfully proposing 
to his girlfriend on a rooftop.

“She said YES!” the post read. 
“And now Maddie and I both got us 
a ring,” he wrote, adding a ring emoji 
– a reference to the new Super Bowl 
ring Wentz himself now has from his 
second season with the Eagles.

Wentz, who suffered a late-sea-
son injury, didn’t play in the Super 
Bowl game, though he was at U.S. 
Bank Stadium to watch his team 
win.

It was his recovery from surgery 
for a torn ACL in his left knee that 
provided the first time Wentz men-

tioned his girlfriend — now fian-
cee — on social media. He posted 
a selfie from his hospital bed Dec. 
13, with Maddie by his side, both 
giving a thumbs up for the cam-
era, as he declared to his more than 
800,000 Instagram followers, “the 
comeback officially begins now!”

The mystery woman also ap-
peared in a Christmas Eve post to 
Instagram, along with a counter 
loaded with holiday cookies, as 
25-year-old Wentz explained the 
gingerbread cookie decorating bat-
tle had become a “new Christmas 
tradition at the Wentz house.”

Another ring for Carson Wentz
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Carson Wentz announced on Twitter Tuesday that he’s engaged to Madison 
“Maddie” Oberg.

ALAN FRAM
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Some im-
migrants may have been “too 
afraid” or “too lazy” to sign up for 
the Obama-era program that of-
fers protection from deportation, 
White House chief of staff John 
Kelly said Tuesday as he defended 
President Donald Trump’s pro-
posal on the divisive issue.

Kelly discounted the possibil-
ity that Trump would announce 
a temporary extension of the De-
ferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als program beyond March 5, when 
its protections could expire. He 
said the administration would not 
ask Congress to set a later date to 
give bargainers more time to reach 
a bipartisan deal, but said the gov-
ernment would not start deporting 
“Dreamers” who don’t have crim-
inal records.

“They are not a priority for de-
portation,” he told reporters.

Kelly spoke as lawmakers have 
deadlocked in an effort to reach an 
immigration compromise. Barring 
an unlikely last-minute agreement, 
the Senate is expected to begin 
debating the issue next week, and 
it is unclear what if any plan will 
survive.

“We just don’t know where 60 
votes are for any particular pro-
posal,” said Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., citing the 
votes needed for passage. Republi-
cans have a slim majority and any 
measure will need around a dozen 
Democratic votes to succeed.

Kelly said Trump’s recent offer 
to provide a path to citizenship for 
up to 1.8 million immigrants went 
“beyond what anyone could have 
imagined.” A bipartisan offer by 
six senators that Trump rejected 
would have made citizenship pos-
sible for the 690,000 “Dreamers” 
registered under the program, 
nicknamed DACA, which shields 
immigrants who came to the U.S. as 
children and stayed here illegally.

“There are 690,000 official 
DACA registrants and the presi-
dent sent over what amounts to be 
two and a half times that number, 
to 1.8 million,” Kelly said. “The dif-
ference between (690,000) and 1.8 
million were the people that some 
would say were too afraid to sign 
up, others would say were too lazy 
to get off their (butts), but they 
didn’t sign up.”

Kelly: Some  
immigrants  
‘too lazy’ for  
DACA signup

Fundraiser aims to  
attract 50,000 donors

“The biggest impact that it does besides the 
dollars that it raises is the awareness for the 
different foundations and nonprofits.” 

Kayla effertz Kleven, executive director of the  
Bismarck Public Schools Foundation

Wentz gets engaged  
two days after Eagles’  
Super Bowl LII victory
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