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AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 A lawsuit filed Wednesday 
against the state of North Dakota 
seeks to prevent the transfer of up 
to $2 billion in oil and gas mineral 
rights, challenging a recently en-
acted state law as unconstitutional.

The case filed by state Rep. 
Marvin Nelson and others relates 
to an ongoing dispute over the 
ownership of minerals under Lake 
Sakakawea, which the Legislature 
sought to clarify last year through 
Senate Bill 2134.

The lawsuit, filed in Cass County 
District Court, argues the law is 
unconstitutional and seeks to stop 
a survey that is underway to review 
the historical channel of the Mis-
souri River as it existed before the 
Garrison Dam, which created Lake 
Sakakawea.

The legislation is estimated to 
reduce state revenues by $205 mil-
lion for 2017-19 through oil royalty, 
rent and bonus payments that will 
be returned or not collected.

The lawsuit claims the state 
owns all of the minerals under Lake 
Sakakawea and the legislation gives 
away the perpetual ownership of 
those minerals, worth an estimated 
$1.76 billion with the exact value to 
be proven at trial.

Nelson, D-Rolla, who was a vo-
cal opponent of the legislation, said 
Wednesday the state holds those 
sovereign minerals in trust for the 
people of the state. He argues the 
courts should resolve property dis-
putes, not the Legislature.BLAIR EMERSON

Bismarck Tribune 

 A winter storm bore down on 
North Dakota Wednesday, with 
additional snowfall accumulation 
expected through today.

National Weather Service Bis-
marck issued a winter weather ad-
visory Wednesday in effect through 
early today for portions of north 
central and south central North Da-
kota, with winds gusting as high as 
40 mph causing widespread blow-
ing and drifting snow.

There were some weather-related 
cancellations Wednesday. The Uni-
versity of Mary cancelled evening 
classes at its campuses across the 
state. Standing Rock public schools 
dismissed classes early Wednesday 
due to weather and road conditions.

The heaviest snowfall was ex-
pected to occur overnight Wednes-

day and should taper off today from 
west to east, according to NWS me-
teorologist Adam Jones. Bismarck 
is expected to see about five to six 
inches of snow.

“(It’s a) good old-fashioned win-
ter storm coming out of Colorado 
and the Rocky Mountains,” Jones 
said. “We’re getting some of that 
Pacific moisture, and it’s causing a 
lot of trouble.”

After the storm moves out today, 
the cold air is forecast to take hold. 
High temperatures today aren’t 
expected to get above zero degrees. 
Cold air is expected to remain all the 
way through the beginning of next 
week, with most days seeing wind 
chills at about minus 30 degrees.

Reach Blair Emerson at 701-250-8251 
or Blair.Emerson@bismarcktribune.
com

‘Good old-fashioned winter  
storm’ strikes North Dakota

TOM sTrOMME, TRIBUNE 

A North Dakota Department of Transportation snowplow clears the eastbound lanes of Interstate 94 near the Grant Marsh Bridge over the Missouri River 
on Wednesday afternoon. The plow is clearing both traffic lanes with the additional tow plow shown on the left side.

Lawmaker  
sues over  
mineral law

ANDREW TAYLOR AND ALAN FRAM
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Backed by 
the White House, Democratic 
and Republican lawmakers dug 
into a politically fraught search 
for compromise on immigration 
Wednesday, seeking to take ad-
vantage of a window of opportu-
nity opened by President Donald 
Trump. They’re under pressure to 
find a breakthrough before a dead-
line next week that could lead to 
a government shutdown neither 

side wants.
Democrats want urgent action 

to stave off deportation of some 
800,000 immigrants currently 
protected by an Obama-era pro-
gram called Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals, or DACA. 
Trump still wants his border wall, 
though he’s toned down what that 
means. Conservatives are watch-
ing with a wary eye, fearing he 
will strike a soft compromise that 
could infuriate their — and his — 
political base heading into this 
year’s elections.

The No. 2 lawmakers of each of 
Capitol Hill’s quadrants of power 
— Republicans and Democrats in 
both House and Senate — touched 
gloves Wednesday afternoon, 

deputized for action at what ap-
pears to be a moment of genuine 
opportunity to break Washington 
gridlock.

“Everybody wants to find a deal 
there, myself included,” said Re-
publican Rep. Mark Meadows of 
North Carolina, chairman of the 
stoutly conservative House Free-
dom Caucus. “It better be good, 
because that particular issue is re-
ally one of the issues that got this 
president elected. He can’t afford 
to make a mistake.”

The Democrats talk most about 
DACA, the program protecting 
immigrants who were brought to 
the U.S. as children and are now 
here illegally. Many have only 
known America as their home 

and are viewed sympathetically 
in opinion polls and among most 
lawmakers.

Meanwhile, Republicans are 
heartened by an agreement to dis-
cuss other issues, such as border 
security and Trump’s long-prom-
ised wall, as well as limiting a 
preferential “chain migration” 
system that gives advantages to 
the relatives of legal immigrants.

Trump no longer talks about the 
“big, beautiful wall” spanning the 
length of the U.S.-Mexico border, 
as he did in the election campaign, 
but he is demanding some ele-
ments of it as part of any agree-
ment.

GOP, Dems search for compromise

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

The North Dakota Department of 
Trust Lands continues to address 
problems identified in state audits 
released almost two years ago, the 
agency’s new leader told legislators 
Wednesday.

Land Commissioner Jodi Smith, 
who took over late last year, up-
dated the Legislative Audit and 
Fiscal Review Committee on the 
department’s progress, but said 
many issues will require technology 
upgrades.

The department was the subject 
of three critical reviews in 2016 from 
the state auditor’s office, which 
scrutinized how it administered oil 
impact grants, found mineral tracts 
were assigned to the wrong trust and 
highlighted the practice of employ-
ees accepting free meals and drinks 
from investment entities under con-
tract, among other findings.

The land commissioner at the 
time, Lance Gaebe, disagreed with 
some of the findings and defended 
his department during a lengthy 
legislative audit committee meet-
ing in April 2016. The Land Board, 
chaired by Gov. Doug Burgum, 

Smith: Trust 
Lands making 
progress after 
state audits

MIKE MCCLEary, TRIBUNE 

Daniel Anderson keeps his head down as he walks through the snow and 
into the gusty winds while traversing a sidewalk on State Street in Bismarck 
on Wednesday. 

Case claims N.D.  
‘gives away’ $2B

Lawmakers see boost 
for immigration deal 
after Trump remarks
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