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AMY TAXIN AND JOSH HOFFNER
Associated Press 

 SANTA ANA, Calif. — Fred 
Rowbotham’s plan was to leave 
job stress behind with a trip to 
Las Vegas to celebrate his 45th 
birthday at the Route 91 Har-
vest country music festival.

But when gunfire rained 
down, the police officer from 
Chula Vista, Calif., sprang into 
action as if he were in uniform. 
Joining him were many other 
off-duty police and firefight-
ers in the terrified crowd of 
20,000.

“Cops and firefighters like 
country music. They like a 
good time. They like to go to 
Vegas and cut loose,” Row-
botham said. After rushing 
his wife to safety, he turned to 
help others. “You have to just 
act sometimes.”

The rampage by a heavily 
armed gunman perched in the 
nearby Mandalay Bay casino 
hotel killed 58 people and left 
nearly 500 injured, but it could 
have been deadlier without 
the quick thinking and tacti-
cal skills of officers who took 
charge, treated the wounded 
and directed paramedics to the 
most urgent victims.

Without their expertise, 
more people could have died, 
said Dr. Douglas Fraser, vice 
chief of trauma at University 
Medical Center of Southern 
Nevada, where many of the 
wounded were treated.

“It was very helpful to have 
people who were off-duty or 
medically trained there,” said 
Fraser, noting that a victim 
with a major injury to an artery 
can die in minutes. “It’s invalu-
able to be able to apply direct 
pressure to a wound or be able 
to place a tourniquet instead 
of watching someone bleed to 
death.”

Rowbotham said his in-
stincts took over. He got pelted 
by shrapnel and was bleeding 
but unfazed as he directed doz-
ens of people to safety. Several 
other officers and firefighters 
were also hit, including Mike 
Kordich, a firefighter from 
Rancho Cucamonga, Calif. 
He was giving CPR to a badly 
wounded person when he was 
struck in the arm by a bullet.

“I kept doing chest com-
pressions with one arm until I 
noticed I was starting to bleed 
a lot,” Kordich recalled. He ran 
for cover, jumping fences, and 
said he could hear the bullets 
whizzing by. San Diego po-
lice officer Tom McGrath said 
he threw himself on top of 
strangers to shield them. He 
treated the wounded, taking 
his shirt off to apply pressure 
to a woman’s bleeding chest. 
For another gunshot victim, he 
made a tourniquet from a scarf 
and tree branch.

“It was almost automatic 
to go from enjoying the con-
cert to that person needs 
help,” McGrath told reporters 
Wednesday at San Diego po-
lice headquarters. “I think it’s 
something that just kind of gets 
ingrained in you. The switch 
flipped at that point.”

President Donald Trump 
visited Las Vegas on Wednes-
day and paid tribute to the first 
responders and doctors who 
rushed to save lives.

“While everyone else was 
crouching, police officers 
were standing up as targets 
just trying to direct people and 
tell them where to go,” Trump 
said. “Words cannot describe 
the bravery the whole world 
witnessed Sunday night.”

Bruce Ure, a deputy po-
lice chief from Seguin, Texas, 
shrugged off kudos and said 
he was just doing his job.

“I was ready to go. I knew 
it needed to be done because 
I had been trained in that,” 
said Ure, who spotted a man 
bleeding from a leg wound 
and dragged him to safety, then 
used the man’s belt to make a 
tourniquet.

That night, Ure said, he saw 
America “at its finest and at its 
worst.”

Nearly four days after the 
shooting, many of the off-
duty officers were back on the 
job and processing what they 
went through.

Vegas crowd
included cops
and firefighters
not on duty

THOMAS BEAUMONT  
AND BILL BARROW
Associated Press 

 DES MOINES, Iowa — 
Brushed aside by the Re-
publican-controlled Con-
gress, gun control advocates 
have shifted much of their 
campaign for tighter fire-
arms laws to the states — 
and they’ve chalked up some 
modest, unexpected suc-
cesses.

Republican governors in 
Nevada, North Dakota, Ten-
nessee, Utah and New Jersey 
all have signed bills this year 
tightening access to guns. 
At the same time, efforts 
to loosen restrictions have 
failed in several states where 
Republicans are in control.

For gun control advocates 
— and for some Republican 
strategists, too — these de-
velopments expose revealing 
limits to what some had felt 
was the virtually unlimited 
influence of the gun lobby. 
Some GOP state officials have 
shown a willingness to break 
ranks — largely on incremen-

tal steps — tacking closer to 
overall public opinion about 
a need for some curbs on gun 
purchases, broader back-
ground checks and limits on 
where guns can be carried. 
Hoping it’s at least a mini-
trend, gun control advocates 
say they plan to exploit newly 
fertile ground in the wake of 
the Las Vegas shootings.

Even the NRA, aware of 

rising emotions after Las Ve-
gas, called on the government 
Thursday to review whether 
special devices such as the 
Nevada shooter used should 
be subject to further regula-
tion.

President Donald Trump 
waved off the first quick de-
mands for tighter restrictions 
after Las Vegas. But there is 
growing support among 

Republicans, even House 
Speaker Paul Ryan, for re-
stricting “bump stocks” like 
the shooter in Las Vegas ap-
parently used to effectively 
convert semi-automatic 
rifles into fully automated 
weapons.

There are still plenty of di-
visions within GOP ranks, but 
this marks the first time Re-
publicans have even opened 
the door slightly to gun leg-
islation.

“The Second Amendment 
is being misinterpreted by 
many of the gun advocates,” 
said South Dakota Repub-
lican state Sen. Art Rusch, 
who opposed a bill this year 
allowing gun owners to carry 
firearms without a permit. “It 
was never meant to mean you 
can carry guns everywhere.”

South Dakota, with its spa-
cious rural hunting areas, and 
pro-gun Texas were among 
heavily Republican states 
where “permit-less carry” 
bills failed this year

To be sure, efforts to 
soften rather than harden 

gun laws have continued, 
too, advanced by Republi-
cans’ control of a majority 
of legislatures and 35 gover-
nor’s offices. The National 
Rifle Association success-
fully this year pressed for 
fewer restrictions on con-
cealed firearms, greater ac-
cess to guns in schools and 
on college campuses and 
new stand-your-ground 
legislation.

But the dozens of new 
restrictions and failed ef-
forts to loosen gun access in 
GOP-controlled states are 
notable — particularly when 
compared to the hard line 
followed by most Republi-
cans in Washington. 

Gun control measures 
have been essentially off 
the table in Congress since 
a bipartisan deal to expand 
background failed in 2013. 

In addition to South Dakota 
and Texas, advocates lobbied 
against permit-less carry in 22 
states. Just two states adopted 
the practice — North Dakota 
and New Hampshire.

Gun-control groups see hope in states

GREGORY BULL, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Las Vegas resident Nancy cooley signs a “Vegas Strong” banner 
on thursday honoring the victims of Sunday night’s mass 
shooting.
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The new sponsor for The $50.00 gifT cerTificaTe will be

pirogUe grille
Winner will be drawn on October 25th by 5:00pm

www.bismarcktribune.com/winfreefood

Attainable Elegance
in Downtown
Bismarck

Attainable Elegance
in Downtown
Bismarck

121 N 4th 223-3770
Tuesday-Saturday, 5:00pm
www.piroguegrille.com

Hibachi Grill, BBQ Steak, Sushi,
Asian Noodle Soup, Beef,

Chicken, Pork, Seafood, Dessert

New Winter Hours
Nov - Feb 10 am - 9 pm daily

330 Riverwood Drive • 222-1688
Takeout • Catering

6th St & Bdwy • Bismarck • 255-6000

9:00 am to 1:00 pm

$1495
Adults

$795
Ages 2-10

Coffee
included

Scrambled eggs and one specialty egg dish, Bacon
and variety of different breakfast meats, Biscuits

and gravy, Variety of breakfast potatoes,
Pancakes, French toast, Wide variety of pastries
and breads including our famous caramel rolls,

and a wide variety of lunch items

Come try out our new


