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KIM TONG HYUNG 
AND EDITH M. LEDERER
Associated Press 

 SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korea leader Kim Jong Un said the 
country is nearing its goal of “equi-
librium” in military force with the 
United States, as the United Na-
tions Security Council strongly 
condemned the North’s “highly 
provocative” ballistic missile test 
on Friday.

The North’s o�  cial Korean Cen-
tral News Agency carried Kim’s 
comments today — a day after 
U.S. and South Korean militaries 
detected the missile launch from 
the North Korean capital of Pyong-
yang.

It traveled 2,300 miles as it fl ew 
over Japan before landing in the 
northern Pacifi c Ocean. It was the 
country’s longest-ever test fl ight 
of a ballistic missile.

GRADY MCGREGOR
Forum News Service 

 DICKINSON — Otay Mesa, Ca-
lif., and Tijuana, Mexico, sit on 
the same piece of land on opposite 
sides of the United States-Mexico 
border, and a North Dakota com-
pany is getting ready to soon build 
a towering wall between them.

On Sept. 1, the Dickinson-based 
Fisher Sand & Gravel was awarded 
about $500,000 to build a roughly 
30-foot-by-30-foot concrete pro-
totype of a southern border wall 
along with three other companies. 
A week later, the U.S. government 
awarded four more construc-

tion bids to companies to build 
similar-sized prototypes using 
non-concrete materials.

No o�  cial timeline has yet been 
released for construction on the 
prototypes, but recent action in 
Southern California suggests that 
construction could start soon. In 
the last few days, the San Diego 
Union-Tribune reported that the 
construction site for the proto-
types has been completely fenced 
o�  to outsiders and that local au-
thorities are even beginning to set 
up designated protest areas.

The Wall Street Journal also re-
cently reported on an internal De-
partment of Homeland Security 
memo that estimated prototype 
construction to begin on Sept. 26, 
and last for about 30 days. The 
memo also apparently warned that 
“e� orts to stop new border wall con-

struction could mirror the size and 
scope of protests against the Dakota 
Access Pipeline in North Dakota.”

On Thursday, a coalition of envi-
ronmental groups sued DHS in San 
Diego over construction of the wall 
though this lawsuit is not expected 
to impact prototype construction, 
according to the Union-Tribune.

The contract 
Fisher Sand & Gravel has de-

clined repeated requests for inter-
views but language in the public-
ly-available 76-page construction 
bid application contract may ex-
plain why the company has chosen 
to remain silent.

The contract reads, “under no 
circumstances shall the Contrac-
tor, or anyone acting on behalf of 
the Contractor, refer to the sup-
plies, services, or equipment fur-

nished pursuant to the provisions 
of this contract in any news release 
or commercial advertising without 
fi rst obtaining explicit written con-
sent to do so from the Contracting 
O�  cer.”

Though the text does not cate-
gorically bar Fisher Industries from 
media contact, it seems to require 
governmental consent for them to 
discuss most information related 
to prototype construction.

Fisher Sand & Gravel hasn’t re-
leased any information on the de-
sign or build of their proposed wall, 
but the bid application contract 
gives specifi cations for some of 
the prototype’s potential charac-
teristics as well as the precautions 
Fisher, and the other construction 
companies, needed to agree to.

Border wall action heating up
Government, N.D. 
contractor mum on 
border wall prototype

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Elsie Stavn, 2, puckers her lips after taking a forkful of sweet and sour sauce on rice given by her dad, Rocky, as they eat lunch from one of the vendors at 
the annual Downtowners Street Fair on Friday in Bismarck. This is the 44th year for the evolving event with about 180 arts, crafts, food vendors and kids 
activities lining the downtown streets. The occasional rain shower and chilly temperatures didn’t stop several hundred people from attending during the 
noon hour. The event concludes today and runs from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. For more photos, go to bismarcktribune.com. 

Kim vows 
to complete 
nuke program

UK threat level
at ‘critical’ after
tube explosion
rocks London
JILL LAWLESS AND GREGORY KATZ
Associated Press 

 LONDON — A homemade bomb 
planted in a rush-hour subway car 
exploded in London on Friday, in-
juring 29 people and prompting 
authorities to raise Britain’s ter-
rorism threat level to “critical,” 
meaning another attack may be 
imminent.

The early morning blast sparked 
a huge manhunt for the perpetra-
tors of what police said was the 
fourth terrorist attack in the British 
capital this year.

Prime Minister Theresa May, 
acting on the recommendation 
of the Joint Terrorism Analysis 
Center, raised the country’s threat 
level from “severe” to “critical” — 
its highest possible level. May said 
military troops would augment the 
police presence in a “proportionate 
and sensible step.”

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 Bakken crude and other light, 
sweet crude oils are in demand in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey, 
a North Dakota o�  cial said Friday.

After the hurricane, analysts are 
seeing a $4 to $5 premium for each 
barrel of Bakken crude over West 
Texas Intermediate oil at Clear-
brook, Minn., said Justin Kringstad, 
director of the North Dakota Pipeline 

Authority.
“The refi ners are fi nding value in 

running these light, sweet crude bar-
rels,” Kringstad said. “They’re eas-
ier to process and they have a higher 
yield of the products that have been 
in demand since the storm, gasolines 
and diesel fuels.”

Kringstad said he’ll continue to 
monitor whether the price shifts 
will a� ect the state’s oil transporta-
tion trends. The price for a barrel of 
WTI was $49.90 on Friday afternoon, 
according to Bloomberg.

North Dakota oil production in-
creased 1.4 percent in July to an av-

erage of nearly 1.05 million barrels 
per day, the Department of Mineral 
Resources said Friday.

Natural gas production increased 
1.35 percent to an average of nearly 
1.88 billion cubic feet per day, ac-
cording to the preliminary fi gures.

“Not huge jumps, but very posi-
tive,” said Director Lynn Helms.

Seventy-six percent of oil was 
transported by pipeline in July and 10 
percent transported by rail, Krings-
tad said. Oil production and trans-
portation fi gures are released two 
months later.

With more barrels being trans-

ported by pipeline with the addi-
tion of the Dakota Access Pipeline, 
Kringstad estimates about 100,000 
barrels to 130,000 barrels a day leave 
the state by rail. That’s equivalent to 
a little more than one train a day on 
average, Kringstad said.

North Dakota’s oil industry has 
been challenged this year to recruit 
enough qualifi ed workers, but the 
state now has 24 hydraulic fracturing 
crews, Helms said.

“That should be enough person-
nel to keep up with our current rig 
count,” he said.

An estimated 889 wells had been 

drilled but were waiting on hydraulic 
fracturing crews at the end of July, an 
increase of 34 from the previous month.

The state had 56 drilling rigs oper-
ating on Friday, compared with 34 at 
this time last year and 71 at this time 
two years ago.

North Dakota had 13,981 producing 
oil and gas wells in July, a new record 
for the state.

The state’s natural gas plants 
also set a record in July, processing 
180,000 barrels per day of natural gas 
liquids that month, Kringstad said.

Bakken oil sought after Harvey
Production up 
1.4 percent in July
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