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 WASHINGTON — Testing the 
resolve of Democrats, Senate Ma-
jority Leader Mitch McConnell 
declared Sunday there won’t be a 
government shutdown this week 
over the question of protecting 
immigrants brought to the coun-
try illegally as children, describing 
it as a “non-emergency” to be ad-
dressed next year.

“There’s not going to be a gov-
ernment shutdown. It’s just not 
going to happen,” said McConnell, 
R-Ky.

House GOP leaders unveiled a 
short-term plan over the week-
end to avert a shutdown and keep 
the government open through 
Dec. 22. The measure would buy 
time for bipartisan talks on a big-
ger budget agreement that would 
give the Pentagon and government 
agencies signifi cant relief from a 
pending budget freeze.

Congress faces a Friday deadline 

to fund the government through 
the end of next September.

Democrats and a few Repub-
licans have suggested they may 
not vote for gov-
ernment funding 
without the pro-
tections for tens of 
thousands of young 
immigrants, known 
as “Dreamers,” who 
are currently pro-
tected by an Obama 
a d m i n i s t ra t i o n 
program. That pro-
gram is set to expire in March.

Meanwhile, some Republicans 
are divided over what programs 
the government should pay for, 
and how much.

GOP Rep. Carlos Curbelo of 
Florida has joined Democrats on 
the immigration issue, while Sen. 
Je�  Flake, R-Ariz., said he received 
commitments from party leaders 
and the administration to work 
with him on restoring “Dreamer” 
protections in exchange for his vote 
early Saturday on the tax overhaul 
bill.

President Donald Trump backs 
the immigration safeguards de-
spite issuing an executive order 

reversing the Obama-era protec-
tions, o�  cially called Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals, or 
DACA.

Talks on a budget agreement 
are likely to restart this week after 
a setback last week when top Dem-
ocrats pulled out of a meeting with 
Trump after he attacked them on 
Twitter.

On Sunday, McConnell insisted 
the GOP-controlled Congress will 
be able to keep the government 
running, calling the demand for 
action on DACA by year’s end “ri-
diculous.”

“I don’t think the Democrats 
would be very smart to say they 
want to shut down the government 
over a non-emergency that we can 
address anytime between now and 
March,” McConnell said. “There is 
no crisis.”

Still, Republicans are not en-
tirely unifi ed, with GOP conser-
vatives concerned they are being 
set up for a massive pre-Christmas 
spending deal they won’t like. That 
raises the likelihood that some 
Democratic votes will be needed 
to approve new funding to keep 
the government open.

On Sunday, White House Bud-

get Director Mick Mulvaney was 
equivocal about shutdown pros-
pects, but said he didn’t think it 
would happen even with a “bro-
ken” system of spending.

“It’s funny to see now that the 
Republicans are in charge I think 
there’s a group of right-wingers 
in the House who say they want 
to shut the government down. 
There’s a group of Democrats who 
want to shut the government down 
over DACA. And there’s a group of 
lawmakers from some of the hur-
ricane states who want to shut the 
government down until they get 
what they want,” he said.

“This just sheds light on the 
fact that the appropriations, the 
spending system is broken when 
any little group can sort of hold the 
government hostage. We need to 
get beyond that,” Mulvaney added.

The proposal from House GOP 
leaders also contains a short-term 
fi x to prevent several states from 
running out of money to oper-
ate a popular program that pro-
vides health care to children from 
low-income families. The Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program’s 
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 As winter begins to settle in, 
Matthew Lone Bear says his fam-
ily will continue to search for his 
missing sister.

“We’ve been 
lucky enough that 
there’s not very 
much accumula-
tion here on Fort 
Berthold,” he said 
Sunday. “Regard-
less, we’re going 
to keep searching. 
That’s the game 
plan. We don’t plan on stopping.”

His sister, Olivia Lone Bear, has 
been missing from New Town 
since Oct. 24. Her disappearance 
has generated a far-reaching re-
sponse, with searchers and law 
enforcement coming from across 
North Dakota and as far away as 
Montana and Wisconsin.‘No government shutdown’

Lone Bears 
vow to 
continue 
search
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 The school board that oversees 
North Dakota’s largest school dis-
trict is planning an overhaul of the 
rules it uses to govern.

The Bismarck School Board next 
year will adopt a new governing 
model dubbed “coherent gover-
nance” by the Colorado-based 
consultant group Aspen Group In-
ternational LLC.

The new model di� erentiates be-
tween school board policies from 
administrative policies and gives 
more discretion to the superinten-

dent. Next year, school board mem-
bers will undergo a $50,000 training 
program in coherent governance.

The school board decided earlier 
this month to hire Aspen Group 
International LLC in a 4-1 vote. 
Board member Heide Delorme, 
the lone dissenting vote, expressed 
concerns due to the district’s budget 
constraints.

“(Funding is) kind of unknown 
right now,” Delorme said last week, 
referring to the state Legislature 
freezing K-12 funding for the next 
two years. “I kind of felt like it was 
a tight year, (and) that I didn’t want 

to commit to those funds.”
The coherent governance model 

divides the school board’s work into 
four areas that include student ed-
ucational outcomes and monitor-
ing superintendent performance. 
School board members in favor of 
the new model said it will bring clar-
ity to their job duties and the role of 
the superintendent.

“It clearly defi nes what the 
board’s purpose is,” said Karl Lem-
bke, school board president.

The board heard about coherent 
governance at a National School 
Board Association Conference this 

spring, according to Lembke.
Board members said the govern-

ing change is not in response to the 
school board’s past performance. 

“I don’t think we have performed 
poorly or negatively,” said board 
nember Matt Sagsveen, who was 
fi rst elected in 2010. “My reading of 
the governance model (is) it will help 
facilitate our ability to do a better 
job as board members and to better 
serve our community.”

Delorme, who is in her sixth year 
on the board, said she is not against 
coherent governance, and said it 
would be good to defi ne the super-

intendent’s responsibilities and set 
clear-cut goals for the district.

The school board will undergo 
multiple policy training sessions 
next year, and then adopt the model 
sometime late next year, according 
to Lembke. Even with the school 
board election next year, in which 
three seats are up for election, Lem-
bke said the new model will be help-
ful in educating incoming school 
board members about their duties.

“We’re not just doing this for our 
board ... This is something for a 

School board seeks overhaul

 On Dec. 13, a Wednesday, the 
Bismarck Tribune will publish one 
of its biggest papers of the year and 
it will go to most Bismarck-Man-
dan residents.

It’s called Mass Distribution Day 
and the Tribune will deliver a copy 
of that day’s paper, including the 
Finder, to 40,000 households in 
Bismarck-Mandan. Apartment 
complexes and mobile home parks 
can call (701-223-2500) and re-
quest papers to be placed in com-
mon areas so residents have access 
to them.

The papers will be delivered to 
subscribers and non-subscribers.

“I have done this for the past 10 
years in two communities and it 
was a huge success for advertis-
ers and shoppers that may still be 
looking for Christmas gifts,” said 
Tribune publisher Gary Adkis-
son. “With Christmas just a few 

Tribune planning 
expanded edition

McConnell says
immigration is
‘non-emergency’

McConnell

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

For the past 12 years people from around the area have stopped by the Alan Chmielewski home on Kennedy Avenue and 23rd Street in Bismarck to make 
a Christmas memory. Chmielewski said it takes nearly a dozen family members more than two months to set up the annual Chmielewski Christmas lights 
display that he said can draw up to 1,000 people of all ages on any given night. “What I like to see is the smile on the kids’ faces and the adults as well,” 
said Chmielewski while working on the display’s roller coaster. Other sights include a ferris wheel, a ski lift and a life-size dancing Santa. And the obvious 
question of how much is his MDU electric bill? “It’s not too bad,” said Chmielewski who keeps the lights on from 6 p.m. to midnight through the Christmas 
season. For more photographs go to www.bismarcktribune.com.
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