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JONATHAN LEMIRE AND JILL COLVIN
Associated Press 

 SEOUL, South Korea — Soften-
ing his aggressive rhetoric, at least 
for the moment, President Donald 
Trump stood on South Korean soil 
Tuesday and urged North Korea to 
come to the negotiating table. But 
plans for a surprise visit by Trump 
to the heavily fortifi ed Korean de-
militarized zone on Wednesday 
were thwarted by fog.

Trump had been scheduled to 
make the unannounced morning 
trip to the DMZ amid heightened 
tensions between the United States 
and North Korea over Pyongyang’s 
nuclear program. His helicopter 
was forced to turn back to Seoul 
due to bad weather near the border.

Press secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders said the president was 
disappointed he couldn’t make 
the trip — and “pretty frustrated.” 

A White House o�  cial had earlier 
ruled out the trip, claiming Trump 
didn’t have time on his schedule 
and that DMZ visits have become 
“a little bit of a cliché.”

Visiting the border that has sep-
arated the North and South for 64 
years has become something of a 
ritual for U.S. presidents trying to 
demonstrate their resolve against 

North Korea’s ever-escalating ag-
gression. Every American presi-
dent since Ronald Reagan, save 
for George H.W. Bush, has made 
the trip, peering across the barren 
north through binoculars, hear-
ing broadcast propaganda, and 
rea�  rming their commitment to 
standing with the South.

The attempted visit was sched-
uled for a day after Trump made 
a striking shift in tone for a pres-
ident, who for months has issued 
increasingly dire threats to answer 
any hostile North Korean action 
with “fi re and fury.” In a recent 
speech at the United Nations, 
Trump said he would “totally de-
stroy” the nation, if necessary, and 
has derided Kim as “little Rocket 
Man.”

But on Tuesday, his fi rst day on 
the Korean Peninsula as president, 
Trump said he’d seen “a lot of 
progress” in dealing with Pyong-
yang, though he stopped short of 
saying whether he wanted direct 
diplomatic talks.

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 Gov. Doug Burgum unveiled a 
task force to examine the gover-
nance structure of North Dakota’s 
higher education system Tuesday, 
a move he said was intended to en-
sure the state is keeping up with 
rapid workforce changes.

Burgum will chair the task force 
and appoint its 15 members, who 
will represent “the interests of stu-
dents, faculty, the business com-
munity and all branches of state 
government,” according to a news 
release. The governor signed an ex-
ecutive order creating the group at 
the Capitol while fl anked by legis-
lators, State Board of Higher Ed-
ucation Chairman Don Morton, 
Chief Justice Gerald VandeWalle 
and others.

“We’ve all got a vested interest in 
having a governance model that’s 
designed to meet these needs of 
this changing economy and the 
changing needs in our workforce,” 
Burgum said.

Fog thwarts Trump’s DMZ trip

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

TRINITY LUTHERAN ‘BANQUEST’
Kathy Urban, left, is greeted by servers David Reich, James Hill, Gail Hagerty, all South Central District judges, and Supreme Court Chief Justice Gerald 
VandeWalle at Tuesday night’s The Banquest at Trinity Lutheran Church in Bismarck. For the past 12 years, volunteers with The Banquest have opened the 
doors to anyone hungry for a fresh-cooked meal three days a week. “It’s delicious and always (has) friendly people,” Urban said. Karla Eisenbeisz, director 
of The Banquest, is looking for more host groups to serve on Tuesday and Saturdays in 2018.

Task force 
to examine 
governance 
of higher ed

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 A sharply divided Board of Uni-
versity and School Lands voted 
3-2 Tuesday to name Jodi Smith as 
commissioner of the North Dakota 
Department of Trust Lands.

Gov. Doug Burgum, Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction Kirsten 

Baesler and State Treasurer Kelly 
Schmidt voted to o� er the job to 
Smith, who they said is a strong 
communicator and could be a change 
agent for the department.

Smith, of Bismarck, most recently 
worked as vice president of the west-
ern region for Sanford Health Foun-
dation.

Current commissioner Lance 
Gaebe received votes from Attorney 
General Wayne Stenehjem and Sec-
retary of State Al Jaeger to continue 
in the position he’s held since 2010.

The vote followed interviews 

with Gaebe, Smith and a third fi -
nalist, Douglas Lee, who worked for 
30 years in the oil and gas industry, 
most recently for a division of KLJ.

The board’s debate focused on 
Gaebe and Smith, with some ad-
vocating for Gaebe’s years of expe-
rience and credentials while others 
favored a change and raised concerns 
about Gaebe’s communication style.

“Are we going to be comfortable 
and continue on the path that we are 
on, or are we going to be courageous 
and look at a change?” Schmidt 
asked during the discussion.

Burgum said Smith is a strong 
external communicator who would 
bring fresh eyes to the department.

“I think there’s a risk of no 
change,” Burgum said. “It represents 
we’re going to get more of the same.”

Jaeger strongly voiced his pref-
erence for Gaebe and said, if board 
members have concerns about Gae-
be’s leadership style or communi-
cation skills, they should work with 
him on those areas.

Stenehjem said Gaebe was the 
only fi nalist with the preferred qual-
ifi cations listed in the job description 

and said Smith would have an “enor-
mous learning curve.”

Baesler agreed there would be a 
learning curve but said Smith ap-
peared to be a “quick study.”

The Department of Trust Lands 
manages the permanent educational 
trust funds and assets under the 
Land Board’s control. The depart-
ment also manages sovereign min-
eral acres, operates the Unclaimed 
Property Division and the Energy 
Infrastructure and Impact O�  ce.

Board selects commissioner

NOMAAN MERCHANT, JIM VERTUNO 
AND WILL WEISSERT
Associated Press 

 SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas 
— The gunman who carried out the 
massacre of 26 people at a small-
town Texas church briefl y escaped 
from a mental health center in New 
Mexico in 2012 and got in trouble 
for bringing guns onto a military 
base and threatening his superiors 
there, police reports indicate.

Kelley once 
escaped from 
mental health 
center in N.M.

Jodi Smith named
newest member of
the N.D. Land Board

President softens 
rhetoric, urges N. 
Korea to negotiate

ANDREW HARNIK, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

President Donald Trump, left, listens to South Korean President Moon Jae-in 
during a joint news conference Tuesday at the Blue House in Seoul, South 
Korea. President Donald Trump, on his fi rst day on the Korean peninsula, 
signaled a willingness to negotiate with North Korea to end its nuclear weapons 
program, urging Pyongyang to “come to the table” and “make a deal.”

Burgum will chair 
15-member group and 
appoint representatives
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