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 As Mandan schools look to deal 
with projected growth in enroll-
ment, the district is aiming to tweak 
its elementary school boundaries 
to move students to less crowded 
classrooms. Currently, the focus 
is on the overflow at Red Trail and 
Lewis and Clark elementary schools.

For the 2015-16 school year, Man-
dan Public Schools had 3,664 en-
rolled students. The school district 
is projected to reach 4,151 students 
in 2019-20.

“We’re still growing, but we no-
tice the growth slowing,” said Su-
perintendent Mike Bitz, who is in 
his fifth year as superintendent. “It 
will be curious to see whether that 
continues.”

In the seven years he’s been with 
the district, the schools — in-
cluding the use of technology and 
new methods of teaching — have 
changed, said Bitz, who served as 
assistant superintendent for two 
years.

“We evolve all the time. To say 
that we’re doing the same things 
now that we did seven years ago 
would not be good,” said Bitz, who 
has three of four children attending 

public schools in 
Mandan.

“Mandan’s grown 
in different ways 
than we’ve ex-
pected,” said Bitz, 
adding the district 
will give the neigh-
borhoods affected by 
the anticipated mi-

nor boundary adjustments a chance 
to weigh in sometime this spring. 

Bitz said the district has over-
grown in certain areas and neigh-
borhoods, including near Red Trail 
Elementary School. The school 
opened in 2014 and has seen a lot 
of student growth, which is why 
the district is looking to change its 
boundaries to move students to less 
crowded schools.

School demands 
The Lakewood area in Mandan is 

another issue the district will have 
to address in the future, Bitz said.

“I don’t know that a week goes by 
where I don’t get a question from 
somebody in the Lakewood area, 
saying, ‘When are we going to get 
our school?’” he said. 

A potential elementary school for 
that area, where the district does 

own land, may come down the line 
soon, he said. The district buses 
about 300 kids from the Lakewood 
area each day to schools in Mandan.

“I’m not sure if it’s going to be 
two years or five years, or when it’s 
going to happen. But there’s cer-
tainly a neighborhood down there 
that’s pretty vocal about wanting a 
school,” Bitz said.

Kama Hoovestol, a Mandan 
School Board member who lives 
in the Lakewood area, said she be-
lieves there’s definitely a need and 
desire for a new school from people 
in Lakewood.

She’s lived in Lakewood since 2011 
and said children in the area attend 
three different elementary schools.

“An elementary school would be 
nice to have to help with some of 
that capacity of other schools,” said 
Hoovestol, who has three children, 
including a 5-year-old daughter 
who will attend kindergarten next 
year.

The Lakewood area is “quiet” 
and has grown in recent years, said 
Hoovestol, who indicated a new 
school sooner would be helpful for 
herself and other families in the area, 
but doesn’t think the district should 
neglect any other schools that may 

need updates or renovations.

A middle school addition 
The district has proposed a $5 

million addition to Mandan Middle 
School. The new academic wing in-
cludes a number of new classrooms 
to accommodate 250 more students.

“I really think that’s going to take 
care of our needs,” Bitz said.

The Mandan School Board re-
cently reviewed plans for the middle 
school addition, which is projected 
to be completed August 2018. Poten-
tially, the project could present more 
problems once completed. The new 
classrooms mean more staff, which 
will likely be difficult to do with the 
Legislature freezing K-12 funding for 
the next two years.

“We have the dollars to build (the 
addition) without raising taxes. I’m 
concerned about how we’re going to 
staff it, and we’re going to pay for that 
without any new money,” Bitz said.

State lawmakers have not pro-
posed cutting any funds for public 
schools, but funding is expected to 
remain flat.

With about 80 percent of the 
school’s budget going toward sala-
ries and benefits, Bitz said he’s not 
sure what this means in terms of new 

hires and salary increases.

Athletic activities 
Mandan schools also will benefit 

from the new Starion Sports Com-
plex, scheduled for completion in 
August, according to Bitz. In the 
fall, gymnastics, hockey, track and 
football teams will have a new space 
to practice.

“That’s really exciting for us,” Bitz 
said.

iPads on hand 
It would be hard to find a school 

today that hasn’t had technology 
permeate its classrooms. This school 
year, Mandan High School adopted 
a one-to-one initiative, meaning all 
high school students have an iPad.

The iPads are used to download 
online versions of textbooks and 
apps, which can be used at homes 
that may not have internet.

“I did not think we’d end up with 
an iPad. It was definitely the right 
choice for us,” said Bitz, adding 
that iPads will be expanded into 
the middle school next school year 
if funding allows.
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Mandan high School students utilize touch screen tablets in teacher alexander Mains’ math class. In front is Masyn Steinhaus and in back from left are Kindle Tillman, Garrett arendorff, claire Graner, 
S’nya Sanchez and Sydney Walters.
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