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JACK DURA AND JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 When a group of Courtenay resi-
dents sought to recall a city council 
member this year, they only needed 
five certified signatures for a special 
election.

They gathered 16.
“We’re a very small town,” said 

Tiffiney Dick, city auditor for Cour-
tenay, which has about 40 resi-
dents, located north of Jamestown.

As a result of the successful pe-
tition, John Bailey, a member of 
the Courtenay City Council, and 
Shane Moran, who chairs the recall 
committee, are headed for a special 
election on Oct. 16, administered by 
Stutsman County, according to in-
terim county auditor Nicole Meland.

Bailey, who is accused of incom-
petency and conduct unbecoming of 
his office, is one of 11 targets of nine 
separate recall committees across 
North Dakota this year, said state 

elections specialist Lee Ann Oliver.
This compares to seven recall 

efforts in 2016, six in 2015 and five 

in 2014.
“So they’ve been going up about 

one a year,” Oliver said.

Local political wrangling 
Also among this year’s recalls is 

Julie Johnson, who is in her second 

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 Craig Comes saw firsthand 
the devastation left in the wake 
of Hurricane Irma.

Comes is a member of North 
Dakota’s 23-person Emergency 
Management Assistance Com-
pact medical response team, 
which was deployed to the Flor-
ida Keys last week to assist in 
Hurricane Irma relief efforts. The 
group — consisting of paramed-
ics, registered nurses and EMTs 
— is scheduled to return today.

“We were supposed to be here 
until Sept. 28, but things weren’t 
quite as bad as they were antic-
ipating, which is good,” Comes, 
a Bismarck paramedic, said by 
phone Wednesday.

On Sept. 12, the group flew 
from North Dakota to Florida. 
Two days later, members were 
split into four teams and went 
to shelters throughout the Keys, 
including Marathon, Islamorada, 
Sugarloaf and Key West.Recall petitions active
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Dylan Krebs, an employee of Weisz & Sons, operates a concrete cutting machine in the new parking lot on the south side of Bismarck High School on Wednesday 
morning. “We’re stress cutting,” he said. “So when it does crack, it will be on the cut.” The new parking lot will be for students and teachers at the school.

N.D. EMTs 
return 
from 
Florida

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 North Dakota regulators approved 
a settlement agreement Wednesday 
with Dakota Access Pipeline that in-
volves no fines for the pipeline de-
veloper but requires the company 
to plant additional trees and meet 
other requirements.

The settlement approved unani-
mously by the Public Service Com-

mission resolves a dispute over 
whether Dakota Access violated 
state law when the company failed 
to notify regulators after rerouting 
the pipeline to avoid Native Ameri-
can artifacts discovered in the route.

The agreement also cancels an in-
vestigation into whether the pipe-
line developer removed too many 
trees and shrubs and mishandled 
soil during construction.

Attorneys for pipeline developer 
Energy Transfer Partners and the 
Public Service Commission had 
been discussing the deal in recent 
weeks, and the company indicated 
shortly before Wednesday’s meeting 

that the provisions were acceptable, 
said PSC attorney Zack Pelham.

The deal calls for Dakota Access to 
develop an industry reference man-
ual for managing unanticipated dis-
coveries and pipeline route changes 
during construction.

Commissioners emphasized that 
Dakota Access did notify the State 
Historic Preservation Office last year 
when it discovered artifacts in Mor-
ton County and protected the cultural 
resources by rerouting the pipeline.

The issue was with company’s 
failure to notify the Public Service 
Commission before rerouting the 
pipeline. The education manual is 

supposed to include an explana-
tion of the importance of commu-
nication and transparency with the 
commission.

Dakota Access also will be required 
to distribute the manual to all North 
Dakota pipeline companies, conduct 
training at the next Williston Basin 
Petroleum Conference and pay for a 
speaker to present to State Historic 
Preservation Office staff in Bismarck.

The settlement does not require 
Dakota Access to admit any liabil-
ity, but is a compromise of disputed 
claims, the agreement states.

Public Service Commission staff 
alleged that Dakota Access removed 

too many trees and shrubs during 
pipeline construction. In those 
areas, the company agreed to re-
plant three trees for every one tree 
removed. The typical requirement 
is to plant two trees for every one 
removed.

In addition, Dakota Access will 
be required to plant an additional 
20,000 2-year-old trees in counties 
along the pipeline route, working 
with local soil conservation districts.

The trees are to be planted by the 
end of 2018 unless an extension is 
granted.

DAPL settlement approved

DANICA COTO
Associated Press 

 SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — The 
strongest hurricane to hit Puerto 
Rico in more than 80 years de-
stroyed hundreds of homes, 
knocked out power across 
the entire island and turned 
some streets into raging rivers 
Wednesday in an onslaught that 
could plunge the U.S. territory 
deeper into financial crisis.

Leaving at least nine peo-
ple dead in its wake across the 

Hurricane 
triggers 
flooding in 
Puerto Rico

Agreement requires 
industry training, 
planting of more trees
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Courtenay election  
set, other efforts fail  
or inch along

National figures
National recall statistics

From Jan. 1 to June 19, 134 recall 
efforts were initiated against 178 
officials in 31 states.

 In the first half of 2017, 2.2 per-
cent of recall efforts targeted 
state officials. 

 City council members were the 
target of 41 percent of recall 
efforts.

Top 3 most active states

1. California with recall proceed-
ing being initiated against 50 
elected officials by June 19.

2. Colorado has 20 officials tar-
geted.

3. Michigan has 11 officials tar-
geted.
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