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 North Dakota state and tribal 
leaders spent several hours Thurs-
day hashing out di� erences on tax 
agreements, including addressing 
the ongoing dispute over oil tax 
revenue from the prolifi c Fort Ber-
thold Reservation.

Leaders of the Mandan, Hidatsa 
and Arikara Nation told a legis-
lative committee the reservation 
needs a greater share of tax rev-
enue to address oil impacts, and 
they can’t wait for the state’s next 
legislative session.

“The taxation is not about 
greed,” Chairman Mark Fox told 
the Legislature’s Tribal Taxation 
Issues Committee. “It’s about 
need.”

Fox gave the committee led by 
Gov. Doug Burgum a draft letter 
terminating the tribe’s participa-
tion in the oil tax sharing agree-

ment, but said tribal leaders would 
rather work toward a compromise 
that would keep the tribe in the 

agreement.
One proposal Fox presented was 

the tribe receiving 80 percent of 

tax revenue on all new wells drilled 
on trust lands, with the state re-
ceiving 20 percent. For new wells 
drilled on fee lands, Fox proposed 
the tribe would receive 20 percent 
and the state would receive 80 per-
cent. Right now, the split is 50-50.

Fox estimates his proposal would 
result in an additional $30 million 
a year for MHA, based on current 
oil prices.

The committee took no action 
Thursday, but members pledged to 
keep working on a good faith e� ort.

“There’s plenty of common in-
terest,” Burgum said. “We’ve got to 
keep the dialogue going and see if 
we can reach a point of resolution.”

Representatives of several oil 
companies, who are nervous 
about the possibility of dual taxa-
tion at Fort Berthold, attended the 
meeting. North Dakota Petroleum 
Council President Ron Ness said 
afterward it was a great step to have 
the parties in one room having a di-
alogue.

State, tribal leaders at 
the table on tax issues
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Standing Rock Sioux Tribe Tax Director Karol Two Bears, middle, talks to members of the newly formed Tribal Taxation Issues Committee at the state 
Capitol in Bismarck on Thursday. Next to Two Bears is Chad Harrison, a Standing Rock Tribal Councilman and Tracey Zephier, an attorney for the tribe. 
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 HOUSTON — Rescuers began 
a block-by-block search of tens 
of thousands of Houston homes 
Thursday, pounding on doors and 
shouting as they looked for any-
one — alive or dead — who might 
have been left behind in Harvey’s 
fetid fl oodwaters, which have now 
heavily damaged more than 37,000 
homes and destroyed nearly 7,000 
statewide.

More than 200 fi refi ghters, po-

lice o�  cers and members of an 
urban search-and-rescue team 
fanned out across the Meyerland 
neighborhood for survivors or bod-
ies. They yelled “Fire department!” 
as they pounded with closed fi sts 
on doors, peered through windows 
and checked with neighbors. The 
streets were dry but heaped with 
soggy furniture, carpet and wood.

“We don’t think we’re going to 
fi nd any humans, but we’re pre-
pared if we do,” said District Chief 
James Pennington of the Houston 
Fire Department.

The confi rmed death toll stood 
at 31, though it is expected to rise. 
But by midday, the temporary 

command center in a J.C. Penney 
parking lot had received no reports 
of more bodies from the searches, 
which are expected to take up to 
two weeks.

Unlike during Hurricane Ka-
trina’s aftermath in New Orleans, 
crews used GPS devices to log the 
homes they checked rather than 
spray painting neon X’s on the 
homes, which also avoided alert-
ing potential thieves to vacant 
homes.

Rescuers searching floodwaters
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People launch boats from an overpass into fl oodwaters in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Harvey on Thursday in Kountze, Texas.
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 President Donald Trump plans 
to visit North Dakota next week, 
Sen. John Hoeven, R-N.D., told 
Forum News Service on Thursday.

The Republi-
can president’s 
visit to the Bis-
m a rc k- M a n d a n 
area Wednesday 
will be focused 
on tax reform, 
Hoeven said. An-
other person with 
knowledge of the 

plans said earlier Thursday that 
Trump planned to give a speech 
at a Mandan refi nery, but Hoeven 
said he could not confi rm poten-
tial sites.

“We’re looking at a number of 
locations,” he said. “We like the 
idea of an energy venue.”

An email sent to the White 
House press o�  ce was not im-
mediately returned.

The visit would come a week 
after Trump gave his fi rst major 
speech on tax reform at a man-
ufacturing company in Missouri, 
according to Reuters.

“Clearly, he’s going around the 
country building support for tax 
reform, tax relief. That’s good. 
That’s what he should be doing,” 
Hoeven said. “This tax relief is 
really about small business, it’s 
about farmers, ranchers, energy, 
it’s about really helping our econ-
omy grow and helping us compete 
globally.”

A recent Gallup poll showed 
Trump’s 59 percent approval rat-
ing in North Dakota is second only 
to West Virginia. He easily won 
North Dakota during last year’s 
presidential election with almost 
63 percent of the vote.

During a campaign stop in Bis-
marck last year, Trump said his 
presidency would be a boon to the 
state’s energy industry. He said 
he supports fracking and said the 
“federal government should get 
out of the way.”

“Under my presidency, we’ll 
accomplish a complete Ameri-
can energy independence. Com-
plete,” he said during last year’s 
Williston Basin Petroleum Con-
ference.

Trump’s visit to North Dakota 
would be the fi rst by a sitting 
president since Barack Obama 
came to the Standing Rock Indian 
Reservation in 2014.

President
plans North
Dakota visit
Wednesday

MHA urges action on 
tax sharing agreement
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MHA Chairman Mark Fox, second from right, addresses the Legislature’s 
Tribal Taxation Issues Committee on Thursday in Bismarck. Also shown are, 
from left, MHA Council members Randy Phelan and Monica Mayer, Spirit 
Lake Vice Chairman Douglas Yankton and Turtle Mountain Vice Chairman 
Roman Marcellais.
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Loss of power leads 
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