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Heavy snow predicted
Winter storm could dump as much 
as 14 inches through Tuesday   DAKOTA, B1

West Region tournament
Century boys win at the buzzer;  
Mandan girls edge St. Mary’s   SPORTS, B4
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 The company that built the Da-
kota Access oil pipeline says an 
environmental entity it’s trying to 
sue for opposing the project was 
organized enough to fund a rogue 
group of protesters that allegedly 
engaged in criminal activity.

Earth First provided $500,000 

to what became the Red Warrior 
Camp, a pipeline protest group 
that Texas-based developer Energy 
Transfer Partners and law enforce-
ment have accused of advocating 
aggressive tactics.

“Red Warrior Camp drove many 
of the violent protests that took 
place between August 2016 and 

February 2017 on the ground in 
North Dakota,” said ETP attorney 
Lawrence Bender.

He referred questions about the 
basis for the claims to the com-
pany, which did not immediately 
respond Friday.

ETP’s allegations come in a dis-
pute over whether Earth First is an 

actual group that can be sued. The 
Center for Constitutional Rights 
maintains Earth First is an unstruc-
tured social movement such as Black 
Lives Matter that can’t be sued.

Bender maintains that “Earth 
First directed and participated in 
a coordinated campaign against 
DAPL” by, among other things, 
funding what became the Red 
Warrior Camp. It operated within 
a much larger camp that drew 
thousands of pipeline opponents, 
including some who regularly 

DAPL developer links 
group to rogue protests
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 The North Dakota Department 
of Health is reporting the state’s 
first case of salmonella infection 
linked to the consumption of kra-
tom, a botanical substance, which 
was purchased online.

There is a multi-state outbreak 
of salmonella infections associated 
with kratom. State health officials 
are currently warning against the 
consumption of kratom.

There have been 40 cases in 27 
states, including the case in North 
Dakota, according to a news re-
lease from the state Department 
of Health. Of these cases, there 
were at least 14 hospitalizations. 
No deaths have been linked to the 
outbreak.

“The outbreak investigation is 
ongoing,” said Laura Cronquist, 
an epidemiologist with the De-

partment of Health. “Since inves-
tigators have not identified any 
common brands or suppliers of 
salmonella-contaminated kratom 
products, federal and state health 
officials recommend that people do 
not consume kratom in any form.”

Kratom comes from a tropical 
tree found in Southeast Asia. The 
leaves are ground into a powder, 
which can be steeped in tea or 
made in capsules. The Food and 
Drug Administration has repeat-
edly warned against the use of 
kratom and last month linked it to 
44 deaths since 2011.

The common symptoms of a 
salmonella infection include di-
arrhea, abdominal pain and fe-
ver. Symptoms typically appear 
within 12 to 72 hours, but can take 
as long as 16 days. In most cases, 
symptoms clear up without any 
treatment. However, severe cases 

involving complications can result 
in hospitalization. Severe illness is 
common in infants, the elderly and 
people with weak immune systems.

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration does not view kratom as 
safe and has repeatedly warned 
against use of the substance, 
which has been marketed for 
pain relief, depression and anxi-
ety. Proponents say it also can be 
used for opioid withdrawal symp-
toms, though the FDA said there 
is no evidence to support the use 
of kratom as treatment for opioid 
addiction.

Despite the FDA’s concerns, 
kratom has become increasingly 
popular in recent years, including 
in North Dakota.

Reach Blair Emerson at 701-
250-8251 or Blair.Emerson@
bismarcktribune.com

Kratom linked to salmonella infection
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Kratom, which is available in a powder form and can be steeped in tea or filled in 
capsules, comes from Southeast Asia, primarily Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia. 
Kratom, or mitragyna speciosa, comes from a tree within the coffee family.

CATHERINE LUCEY
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — In his quest 
to tackle gun violence, President 
Donald Trump has ricocheted be-
tween calling for tougher laws and 
declaring his fealty to the Second 
Amendment’s right to bear arms, 
leaving a trail of befuddled law-
makers and advocates in his wake.

One thing he still has not done: 
clearly outline his legislative pri-
orities.

Washington’s week closed Friday 
without further explanation from 
the president, the White House 
indicating that for now, at least, 
he is backing an incremental pro-
posal on background checks and a 
bill that would provide new federal 
dollars to stem school violence.

Just what Trump would like to 
see in the “beautiful” and “com-
prehensive” bill he called for ear-
lier in the week remained unclear. 
That comment came at a bipartisan 
meeting with lawmakers Wednes-
day, which was quickly followed by 
a private session with the National 
Rifle Association on Thursday.

“Good (Great) meeting in the 
Oval Office tonight with the NRA!” 
Trump tweeted Thursday night.

He had outlined some of his 
preferences via Twitter earlier 
Thursday, saying that both good 
and bad ideas had come out of 
the bipartisan meeting. He said: 
“Background Checks a big part 
of conversation. Gun free zones 
are proven targets of killers. After 
many years, a Bill should emerge. 
Respect 2nd Amendment!”

Amid the confusion, Senate Ma-
jority Leader Mitch McConnell has 
shelved the gun debate for now, 
saying the Senate will turn next 
week to other measures.

Disagreement continues among 
legislators over the appropriate 
response after the Florida school 
shooting that left 17 dead. Re-
publicans have largely backed 
away from stricter gun limits, 

Lawmakers
left hanging
on gun law
priorities
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Dorothy Moses Elementary second-graders Cameron Braun, left, and Rolnika Robert, right, and Kenny White, back, celebrate Dr. Seuss’ 114th birthday 
Friday with a fun classroom project. “We just read the book ‘Bartholomew and the Oobleck,’” said teacher Laurel Wenger. Oobleck is part liquid and part 
solid and has the appearance of a green slime that was incorporated into a classroom science project.
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ETP claims Earth 
First funded rogue 
Red Warrior Camp

“Red Warrior Camp drove many of the violent 
protests that took place between August 2016 and 
February 2017 on the ground in North Dakota.”

Lawrence Bender, attorney for Energy Transfer Partners

McConnell shelves 
debate for now amid 
confusion with Trump
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