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 � North Dakota Haunting: North Dakota stories of ghosts and murder on the prairie
 � Photos: The abandoned embassies of Washington, D.C.
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BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 On Friday night, Dean Decent and 
Beau Azure slept at a park when the 
weather was 18 degrees.

“We didn’t have sleeping bags or 
nothing, so we were just laying on 
the ground,” Decent said.

When the weather turned bitterly 
cold, they went to local emergency 
rooms to get warm, and stayed un-
til they got kicked out. They finally 
found a church and slept in the 
bushes.

Jeff Fandrich spent his Friday 
night in a similar fashion. He rolled 
out a sleeping bag near the now-
closed Ruth Meiers Hospitality 
House’s men’s emergency shelter, 
where he laid in the wet grass until 
it got too cold to bear.

He then went to a diner, where a 
kind waitress gave him a hot bowl 
of soup and let him stay past clos-
ing time. After that a gas station 

clerk, too, was nice enough to let 
him warm up inside. He eventually 
slept in another homeless man’s car 
outside the former emergency shel-
ter, 305 N. 23rd St.

Friday’s closure of the emer-
gency shelter has forced sev-
eral homeless men back onto the 
streets. And with snow expected 
this week, many are desperately 

looking for any place to stay.
Terry Pierson, a former shelter 

resident, has been staying with 
friends at Ruth Meiers’ main facil-
ity, 1100 E. Boulevard Ave., and with 
another friend at the emergency 
shelter’s apartments, which tenants 
can occupy until Nov. 17.

“I’ve got plenty of friends,” said 
Pierson, who drives people around 
in his car to make some extra cash.

Over the weekend, Pierson got a 
call from a woman and three men 
who had no place to stay and needed 
a ride to a park so they could sleep.

Former shelter residents said 
there are others who are making the 
outdoor parks their homes.

“It is what it is; that’s all I can say. 
I can’t change it; I can’t do anything 
but just live with it and adapt and 
overcome,” Decent said.

On Saturday, Fandrich, Decent 
and Azure were able to stay at a mo-
tel, thanks to a donation distributed 
by a local non-profit organization. 
They were allowed to stay until 
Monday, but Pierson bought the 
men an extra night.

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 Trying to block a merger be-
tween Sanford Health and Mid 
Dakota Clinic, the Federal Trade 
Commission and North Dakota At-
torney General’s Office made their 
case for a preliminary injunction in 
U.S. District Court.

Monday began the four-day 
hearing in Bismarck. The first day 
consisted of opening statements 
and largely closed testimony by 
FTC witnesses.

The magistrate’s decision could 
halt the two medical organizations’ 
merger talks, preserving the status 
quo until a formal FTC hearing takes 
place Nov. 28 in Washington, D.C.

In their opening statements, the 
lawyers haggled over whether the 
merger would reduce competition 
for a number of medical services 
in Bismarck-Mandan, resulting in 
potential antitrust law violation.

Men try to find shelter
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Jeff Fandrich looks out the window of a Bismarck motel room on Monday with no idea where he will be able to find a warm place to sleep after today. 
After the Ruth Meiers emergency men’s shelter closed last Friday, Fandrich stayed at the motel with donated money. “I don’t want to be here, but I am,” 
Fandrich said.

FTC makes 
case for 
injunction

CHAD DAY AND ERIC TUCKER
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — A former cam-
paign adviser to President Donald 
Trump has pleaded guilty to lying 
to the FBI about his contacts with 
Russians, special counsel Rob-
ert Mueller said Monday, while 
former campaign manager Paul 
Manafort and Manafort’s business 
partner pleaded not guilty to fel-

ony charges of con-
spiracy against the 
United States and 
other counts.

The guilty plea 
by former adviser 
George Papadopou-
los marked the first 
criminal case that 
cites interactions 
between Trump campaign asso-
ciates and Russian intermediaries 
during the 2016 presidential cam-
paign. The developments ushered 
Mueller’s sprawling investigation 

into a new phase with felony charges 
and possible prison sentences for 
key members of the Trump team 
including Manafort, who led the 
campaign during critical months, 

and Rick Gates, a campaign aide.
Court papers also revealed that 

Papadopoulos was told about the 
Russians possessing “dirt” on Dem-
ocrat Hillary Clinton in the form of 
“thousands of emails” on April 26, 
2016, well before it became pub-
lic that the Democratic National 
Committee and Clinton campaign 
chairman John Podesta’s emails had 
been hacked.

Papadopoulos has been cooper-
ating with investigators, according 
to court papers, a potentially omi-
nous sign for others in the Trump 

orbit who might be implicated by 
his statements. Papadopoulos’ law-
yers hinted strongly in a statement 
Monday that their client has more 
testimony to provide.

During the daily press briefing, 
White House Press Secretary Sarah 
Sanders downplayed Papadopoulos’ 
role in the campaign, saying it was 
“extremely limited.”

Guilty plea in Russia probe

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 North Dakota Tax Commissioner 
Ryan Rauschenberger reached a 

plea agreement 
Wednesday in his 
driving under the 
influence case, the 
terms of which are 
“very typical,” said 
an attorney famil-
iar with such cases.

From the agree-
ment, Rauschen-
berger will serve 

about a year of unsupervised pro-
bation with a 10-day suspended 
jail sentence and complete rec-
ommended treatment and a 
chemical dependency evaluation.  

Rauschenberger 
reaches plea 
agreement

First indictment  
of Trump aides

Manafort GatesPapadopoulos

 � More inside: Details on Russia 
probe events and people, Page C1

After Ruth Meiers 
Hospitality House 
closes homeless struggle

Terry Pierson, left, and Jeff Fandrich talk inside the warmth of a room at 
a Bismarck motel on Monday about their continued effort to find a more 
stable living situation after the emergency shelter operated by Ruth Meiers 
Hospitality House closed last week. Pierson has been sleeping in his car or 
staying with friends while with donated money Fandrich has been staying at 
the motel with a roommate. Fandrich and the roommate are packing up this 
morning with no real living situation in place. 

Attempt to block Sanford, 
Mid Dakota merger

N.D. tax commissioner 
still mulling reelection
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