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JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 Airbnb use is on the rise in the 
state.

When Richard Duran fi rst started 
renting out a room in his Cathedral 
District home last spring, there 

were only fi ve to eight other Bis-
marck-Mandan property owners 
using Airbnb. Now there are 36.

Airbnb is an online service that 
allows people to book or rent out 
rooms in private homes. Guest 
arrivals to North Dakota on the 
service in 2017 grew 158 percent 
over last year to 6,700, with the 
large majority being in Fargo. 
Bismarck-Mandan had the sec-
ond-highest number of guests in 
the state with 1,435 combined, ac-

cording to data from the company.
Other destinations in central 

and western North Dakota in-
cluded Medora, Williston, Minot 
and Mott.

Duran had used Airbnb in his own 
travels. When the Colorado native 
moved to Bismarck for his job, he 
bought his fi rst house and quickly 
found it was a large space for just 
himself. Having had good experi-
ences as a traveler — he liked the 
down-to-earth, relaxed, friendly 

atmosphere — he became a host.
“It’s like staying at a friend’s 

house,” many visitors tell him.
From spring through fall, most of 

his visitors stayed for a night. Peo-
ple came from all over the country 
and Canada, and Duran estimates 
he had about 50 bookings. As winter 
came, he marketed to longer-term 
guests needing a place to stay while 
they worked in the area.

PATRICK SPRINGER
Forum News Service 

 FARGO — North Dakota is em-
barking upon an ambitious social 
experiment. If successful, the ef-
fort will allow the state to stop ex-
panding jails and prisons by pro-
viding more community support 
for those at risk of incarceration.

The e� ort is called Free Through 
Recovery and involves a partner-
ship steered by human services 
and corrections o�  cials working 
through a web of social service, 
mental health, religious and cul-
tural organizations throughout 
North Dakota.

The North Dakota Legislature 
has set aside $7 million to launch 
the initiative, enough money to 
provide a wide array of support 
services for people on probation 
deemed at risk of once again end-
ing up behind bars for problems 
arising from addiction or mental 
health issues.

The e� ort launches Thursday, 
with participating service providers 
having the capacity to handle 600 
o� enders. Results about outcomes 
will be reported and, if the e� ort 
demonstrates success, it could ex-
pand in future years.

“We have to get better results,” 
said Judge Frank Racek, presiding 
judge of the East-Central District 
Court, based in Fargo. “We want 
to actually reduce the number of 
crimes and resulting problems.”

Capt. Andrew Frobig, admin-
istrator of the Cass County Jail, 
welcomes the initiative. About 
half of the jail’s inmates, he said, 

Airbnb visits on the rise
MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Richard Duran began renting his Cathedral District home in Bismarck through Airbnb and has had bookings from across the country with short-term or 
long-term stays. 

Program 
strives to 
cut down 
recidivism

RAHIM FAIEZ
Associated Press 

 KABUL, Afghanistan — A suicide 
bomber drove an ambulance into a 
commercial area by pretending to 
be carrying a patient to a hospital 

and then detonated his explosives 
at a checkpoint near the European 
Union consulate, killing at least 95 
people and wounding 158 more in 
an attack claimed by the Taliban, 
authorities said.

Saturday’s powerful explosion, 
which came a week after Taliban 
militants killed 22 people at an in-
ternational hotel in Afghanistan’s 
capital, Kabul, was felt throughout 
the city and covered the blast area 

in smoke and dust. Dozens of ve-
hicles were damaged or destroyed, 
and several shops, including some 
selling antiques and photography 
equipment, were decimated.

Windows at the nearby Jamhuriat 
government hospital were shat-
tered, and its walls were damaged. 
People ran out to help, and ambu-
lances arrived to transport dozens of 
wounded people to hospitals.

The attacker used the ambulance 

to coast through one security check-
point in central Kabul by telling po-
lice he was transporting a patient 
and then detonated his explosives 
at a second checkpoint, the Inte-
rior Ministry said. Four suspects in 
the deadly bombing, which occurred 
near the European Union and Indian 
consulates, had been arrested and 
were being questioned, the ministry 
said, but it didn’t elaborate.

“The majority of the dead in the 

attack are civilians, but of course 
we have military casualties as well,” 
ministry spokesman Nasrat Rahimi 
said.

A Taliban spokesman, Zabihul-
lah Mujahid, claimed responsibility 
for the bombing, which sent thick, 
black smoke into the sky from a site 
near the government’s former Inte-
rior Ministry building.

Bombing kills 95 in Afghanistan

JONATHAN LEMIRE AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Beset by poor 
poll numbers and the grind of the 
Russia investigation, President 
Donald Trump will look to reset 

his term with his fi rst State of the 
Union address, arguing that his 
tax cut and economic policies will 
benefi t all Americans.

The theme of his Tuesday 
night address to Congress and 

the country is “Building a safe, 
strong and proud America,” and 
the president is looking to show-
case accomplishments of his first 
year while setting the tone for the 
second.

Aides say the president plans 
to set aside his more combative 
tone for one of compromise, and 
to make an appeal beyond his base.

Trump seeks reset with State of the Union

Attack comes week 
after Taliban militants 
killed 22 at Kabul hotel

Guest arrivals 
up more than 150 
percent from 2016

Free Through Recovery 
looks to close revolving 
door to prisons, jails
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