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 MDU Resources Group Inc. will 
ring in, or ring out rather, 70 years as 
a publicly traded company by ring-
ing the closing bell on the New York 
Stock Exchange this week.

Fewer than 100 companies have 
been on the exchange for the same 
time period, said CEO Dave Goodin. 
Some have merged over the years, 
but a small number who were on the 
exchange when MDU joined are still 
listed under the same ticker symbol.

“I think it demonstrates the stay-
ing power of MDU,” Goodin said.

When MDU joined the stock ex-
change in March 1948, its equity 
value was about $10 million. Today, 
the company is valued at $5.2 bil-
lion and Wednesday’s bell ring will 
celebrate.

In his 35 years with MDU, Goodin 
has been present to ring in and out 
the day at the stock exchange for a 
number of company anniversaries. 
But this year’s milestone coordi-

nates with another for the company 
— 50 years of operation in Bismarck.

“We feel the decision to estab-
lish our headquarters in Bismarck 

is sound and will meet with the 
hearty approval of customers 
throughout our service area,” then 
CEO David Heskett told the Tri-

bune in November 1966.
When the company came to the 

community, opening headquarters 
in November 1968, it was a small 
regional utility organization, with 
some oil and gas holdings. At that 
time, the Tribune ran a 30-page 
spread of stories about the company 
and ads from other businesses wel-
comed MDU to the community.

At the time of the company’s 
move from Minnesota, Heskett said 
it would bring the employees to be 
a part of one of the communities it 
was serving, making the company 
more e�  cient in serving customers’ 
needs.

He said his employees were in 
good spirits having “found a clean 
city — this was mentioned over and 
over again — one without slums and 
a community with good schools and 
churches.”

Today MDU Resources subsidiar-
ies can be found operating in 47 of 
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Dave Goodin, CEO and president of MDU Resources Group Inc., talks about the utility company’s 70 years as a member of the New York Stock Exchange from 
his o�  ce headquarters in Bismarck on Friday. 
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 WEST FARGO — Sara Schmidt 
teaches special education classes 
at South Elementary School. She’s 
attuned to signs that a pupil could 
be frustrated — crumpling an as-
signment sheet, for instance — and 
she tries to intervene before agita-
tion can fl are into something more 
serious.

“The goal is to be proactive, to 
not be reactive,” when a student’s 
behavior turns potentially disrup-
tive, she said. “These situations do 
happen.”

To defuse the student’s anger, she 

might say: “I can see you’re frus-
trated. Do you want to take a break?”

Schmidt was one of a dozen West 
Fargo Public Schools teachers who 
recently took part in a workshop 
on crisis prevention, which teaches 
techniques to safely manage disrup-
tive and even assaultive behavior.

Similar seminars are taught in 
the Fargo and Moorhead school 
districts, which also follow the 
methods developed by the Crisis 
Prevention Institute. Teachers in 
all of the districts are increasingly 
encountering disruptive incidents in 
the classroom, o�  cials said.

In West Fargo schools, 125 inci-

dent reports were fi led during 2016-
17, the fi rst full year of reporting. So 
far this school year, through Dec. 31, 
2017, 61 incidents were reported.

So far in the 2017-18 academic 
year, teachers and sta�  of the Fargo 
Public Schools have experienced 259 
incidents resulting in injury linked 
to student behaviors. Forty-fi ve 
percent of those were considered 
major incidents, including aggres-
sion with injury, major fi ghting or 
property destruction or fi ghting.

“People have received medical 
treatment, gone to a doctor to be 

Teachers trained on behavior issues
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Brittany Bachmeier, left, demonstrates how to release a hold by teacher Sara 
Schmidt during a class on crisis prevention Feb. 24, on West Fargo. 

JILL COLVIN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s plan to combat 
school shootings will include a call 
on states to increase the minimum 
age for purchasing assault weapons 
and an e� ort to “harden” schools so 
they’re less vulnerable to attacks.

White House spokesman Raj 
Shah said the president will not 
advocate “universal” background 
checks, but will reiterate his sup-
port for a bill that would promote 
better information-sharing. The 
president also will convene a task 
force to further study the issue.

“There’s going to be a series of 
proposals,” Shah said on ABC’s 
“This Week” in an interview Sun-
day. “Some will be legislative, some 
will be administrative and some 
will be recommendations for states 
as well as a task force to study this 
issue in more depth and make more 
additional policy recommenda-
tions. So it’s going to be consistent 
with what the president has talked 
about.”

The long-awaited recommenda-
tions were expected to be laid out 
in more detail by the White House 
on Sunday evening, nearly a month 
after the deadly school shooting in 
Parkland, Fla., that left 17 students 
and sta�  dead.

In the weeks since the massacre, 
Trump has held listening sessions 
with lawmakers, survivors of recent 
school shootings and the families of 
victims. He’s also met and spoken 
with the heads of the powerful Na-
tional Rifl e Association. The NRA 
on Friday sued Florida over a new 
gun law signed by Republican Gov. 
Rick Scott that bans the purchase 
of fi rearms by anyone under the 
age of 21.

During those meetings, Trump 
advocated arming certain teachers 
and school sta� ers, arguing that 
gun-free schools are “like an invi-
tation for these very sick people” to 
commit murder.

“If you had a teacher who was 
adept at fi rearms, they could end 
the attack very quickly,” he has said.

The idea, which was panned by 
Democrats and teachers’ unions, 
but is popular with gun advocates, 
is expected to be included in the 
plan.

Trump 
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Montana-Dakota Utilities Company worker Jerry Peterson, Bismarck, was 
a� orded a panoramic look at the city while working on a 115,000-volt line 
strung near Kirkwood plaza in February of 1984.
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