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JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 Exactly one year after flood wa-
ters from a burst pipe inundated 
Kirkwood Mall, mall owners have 
announced they will renovate the 
building’s common areas.

Flooding from the burst pipe was 
an unexpected surprise for Keith 
Grotewald, owner of Lee’s Hall-
mark. On Feb. 8, 2017, he walked 
into the store he had operated for 
more than 47 years and heard noise 
coming from the back room. He 
went back to find water gushing 
from a closet.

“You just don’t know what to 
do,” he said.

But a temporary carpet was 
laid so the mall could fully reopen 
within four days.

Now, CBL Properties is using 
the insurance money to renovate 
the common area space of the 
848,102-square-foot property and 
redesign the public restrooms and 
south entrance. Jennifer Wilson, 
general manager, said she was un-
sure what the final dollar amount 
would come to for the renovation.

Work will begin Feb. 12, with the 
majority being done overnight to 
prevent interruptions to business 
operations.

The remodel will include por-
celain tile flooring through most 
of the common areas, new seat-
ing, paint, live plants and tables, 
including high-top tables with 
charging stations for electronics.

“The renovation is really focused 
on providing a more comfortable 
venue for the community to not 
only shop but also to work and to 
gather socially,” Wilson said in a 
statement.

Grotewald said, when Hallmark 
opened the day after Thanksgiv-
ing in 1971, there were only a few 
stores and no carpet as the build-
ing was still being finished. Ten to 
12 stores would open that holiday 
season, including Woolworths and 
Osco Drug.

“It was just bare bones,” said 
Grotewald, adding it has been a 
good place to do business over the 
years.

Brian Ritter, president of the 
Bismarck-Mandan Development 
Association and Bismarck-Man-
dan Chamber of Commerce, said 
the mall often has been taken for 
granted during its many years of 
service.

ROBERT BURNS AND BY SARAH EL DEEB
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — The closer 
the U.S. gets to its original goal in 
Syria of defeating the Islamic State 

group, the murkier its end game. 
New layers of complexity are de-
scending on a shifting battlefield, 
as demonstrated by a deadly bar-
rage of American air and artillery 
strikes on a shadowy attacker.

The Pentagon insists it is keep-
ing its focus on defeating IS, but 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis said 
Thursday U.S.-backed fighters in 
eastern Syria faced a “perplexing” 

overnight assault by about 300 
pro-Syrian government fighters 
whose nationalities, motives and 
makeup he could not identify. A 
number of U.S. military advisers 
were present alongside local allied 
forces, and the Americans led a 
punishing response that other of-
ficials said killed about 100 of the 
assailants.

Meanwhile, Syrian state-run 

media said Thursday a rare U.S. 
strike on government-backed 
troops in eastern Syria killed and 
wounded dozens of tribal fighters, 
calling it a new effort “to support 
terrorism.”

The U.S.-led coalition said its 
action was in “self-defense,” citing 
a major attack on its allied forces 

End game in Syria murky
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Martha Reichert, center, offers Peggy Haakenson and her husband, Gene Haakenson, a cup of hot chocolate Thursday afternoon outside Bismarck Scheels 
at the Freezin’ for a Reason event on Giving Hearts Day. “It’s for a good cause,” Gene Haakenson said of the benefit for CHI Health At Home Hospice. 
Watching in the background are, from left, University of Mary student Syvilla Fromm and Erica Davis, of CHI St. Alexius Foundation. Davis said many 
people coming and going from Scheels all asked the same question: “What are you doing out here?” Davis responded, “we’re freezin’ for a reason and it’s 
supporting hospice in this region.” As of 9:30 p.m. Thursday, donations to the regional Giving Hearts Day exceeded $12 million. 
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ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — With a mid-
night government shutdown creep-
ing closer, both Republicans and 
Democrats grappled with internal 
party divisions in advance of hoped-
for showdown votes Thursday night 

on a massive budget deal.
Frustrations mounted as GOP 

Sen. Rand Paul held up voting on 
the broad measure in hopes of ob-
taining a recorded vote on reversing 
its spending increases.

“I ran for office because I was very 
critical of President Obama’s tril-
lion-dollar deficits,” the Kentucky 
senator said. “Now we have Repub-
licans hand in hand with Democrats 
offering us trillion-dollar deficits. I 
can’t in all honesty look the other 
way.”

The Trump administration, 
which favored approval of the 

measure, was pre-
paring for a “lapse” 
in appropriations, 
an official with the 
Office of Manage-
ment and Budget 
said, commenting 
only on condition 
of anonymity. That 
suggested a short 

shutdown, if any, less than a month 
after the three-day interruption last 

month.
Agencies brought out now-fa-

miliar contingency plans. The par-
tial shutdown would essentially 
force half the federal workforce to 
stay home, freeze some operations 
and close some parks and outposts. 
Services deemed essential would 
continue, including Social Security 
payments, the air traffic control sys-
tem and law enforcement.

Approval in the Senate seemed 
assured — eventually — but the 
situation in the House remained 

dicey. In that chamber, both pro-
gressive Democrats and tea party 
Republicans opposed the measure, 
which contains roughly $400 billion 
in new spending for the Pentagon, 
domestic agencies, disaster relief 
and extending a host of health care 
provisions.

However, House GOP leaders 
were confident they had shored up 
support among conservatives for 
the measure, which would shower 

Midnight shutdown approaching

SAM EASTER
Forum News Service 

 GRAND FORKS — U.S. Senate 
hopeful Gary Emineth went on 
defense just days after announcing 
his campaign when CNN published 

charged items from 
his social media 
history — including 
an apparent call to 
ban new American 
mosques, a ref-
erence to Barack 
Obama as a “POS” 
and socialist and 
a fraught analogy 

that includes food stamp recipients 
and animals.

Asked how he might respond to a 
rival’s charge, based on CNN’s re-
porting, that he might not be fit for 
office, Emineth said he loves both 
his country and his family.

“And I want to give my family 
and friends the same opportunity 
I had to go out in this country and 
make a living and enjoy the fruits 
of their work. ...I’d say bring it 
on. I’m going to say what’s on my 
mind,” said Emineth, a business-

man who previously served as the 
state GOP’s chairman.

Emineth also referred to CNN 
as “fake news” multiple times, 
though he did not specifically deny 
sharing any of the items CNN cited 
on his social media feeds. He also 
referred to “George Soros-type 
people around the country” hired 
to search the internet for such 

Emineth after CNN report: ‘Bring it on’
Network publishes 
charged items from 
social media history
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Updates to common 
areas expected to be 
completed in October
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