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 � Cold spring weather is hard on wildlife
 � Three alarm clocks for heavy sleepers
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AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 North Dakota oil production held 
steady in January despite harsh win-
ter weather, producing an average of 
more than 1.17 million barrels per 
day.

The drop of about 7,000 barrels 
a day since December was signifi-
cantly less than regulators expected 
in January, a month that had ex-
treme winds, subzero temperatures 
and power outages in the Bakken.

“We really expected a much big-
ger production drop than we saw,” 
Director of Mineral Resources Lynn 
Helms said Tuesday as his agency 
released the preliminary numbers.

That sets North Dakota up to po-
tentially break the oil production 
record of 1.2 million barrels a day in 
May or June, Helms said.

“I still think by mid-year, we’ll be 
producing more oil than we’ve ever 
produced in North Dakota,” Helms 
said.

Regulators have seen an uptick 
in applications for drilling permits, 
indicating that the oil industry is 
planning to increase activity this 
spring and summer. The state has 59 
drilling rigs operating. Helms said 
that’s about a 74 percent reduction 
in rig count from the peak of North 
Dakota drilling activity, but he 
added that today’s drilling rigs are 
at least twice as efficient.

Some companies are voluntarily 
restricting oil production in order 
to meet gas capture targets, but the 
amount of oil being restricted is un-
clear, he said.

The state produced more than 2 
billion cubic feet per day of natural 
gas in January, less than a 1 percent 
decrease since December.

Companies flared 310 million 
cubic feet per day of natural gas in 
January, or about 15 percent of gas 
produced statewide. The figures 

JULIE WATSON AND JILL COLVIN
Associated Press 

 SAN DIEGO — President Don-
ald Trump on Tuesday eagerly 
inspected eight towering proto-
types for his long-sought wall at 
the U.S.-Mexico border and ac-
cused California of putting “the 

entire nation at risk” by refusing 
to take tough action against illegal 
immigration.

Trump, making his first trip to 
California as president, said he 
preferred a fully concrete wall be-
cause it was the hardest to climb, 
but he noted that it needed to be 
see-through. He said the first thing 
he noticed on the drive to the bor-
der was the patched-up holes in 
part of the existing fence.

“We have a lousy wall over here 
now, but at least it stops 90, 95 

percent,” Trump said. “When we 
put up the real wall, we’re going to 
stop 99 percent. Maybe more than 
that.”

Trump’s visit was greeted with 
peaceful protests by demon-
strators both for and against his 
planned wall. The trip came amid 
an escalating battle between his 
administration and the liberal 
state, which has refused to help 
federal agents detain immigrants 
in the U.S. illegally.

The president renewed his crit-

icism of Democratic Gov. Jerry 
Brown, saying Tuesday that he was 
presiding over sky-high tax rates 
and that the state’s sanctuary pol-
icies “put the entire nation at risk.”

“They’re the best friend of the 
criminal,” Trump said. “That’s 
what exactly is happening. The 
criminals take refuge in these 
sanctuary cities and it’s very dan-
gerous for our police and enforce-
ment folks.”

President inspects prototypes

N.D.’s oil 
production 
holds steady

JOSH LEDERMAN AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump unceremoniously 
dumped Secretary of State Rex Til-
lerson on Tuesday — via Twitter 
— and picked CIA Director Mike 
Pompeo to shift from America’s spy 
chief to its top diplomat. The abrupt 
announcement ended the turbulent 

tenure of the man who reportedly 
called the president a “moron” but 
wanted to stay, and deepened the 
disarray in the Trump administra-
tion.

The plans to oust Tillerson had 
been drawn up months ago, but the 
timing caught even senior White 
House officials unawares. The fir-
ing was just the latest in an exodus 
of administration officials, including 
those in Trump’s inner circle, with 
the president already setting records 
for staff turnover and several other 
Cabinet secretaries facing ethics in-
vestigations.

However, Trump 
emphatically re-
jected talk of chaos 
in his year-old ad-
ministration as he 
nears a pivotal mo-
ment on the inter-
national stage with 
his planned meeting 
with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un. He declared 
Tuesday, “I’m really at a point where 
we’re getting very close to having 
the Cabinet and other things that I 
want.”

He said he was nominating the 

CIA’s deputy direc-
tor, Gina Haspel, to 
take over for Pompeo 
at the intelligence 
agency. If confirmed, 
Haspel would be the 
CIA’s first female 
director. Haspel’s 
colleagues describe 
her as a seasoned 

veteran who would lead the CIA with 
integrity. Human rights advocates 
see her as someone who supervised 
torture at a secret prison.

As for Tillerson, the former Exxon 
Mobil CEO whom Trump picked as 

his administration’s top Cabinet of-
ficial, the president said simply, “we 
disagreed on things.”

No doubt that was true, one prime 
example being the agreement to re-
strict Iran’s nuclear efforts. Trump’s 
change puts Pompeo, an ardent foe 
of the Iran nuclear deal, in charge 
of U.S. diplomacy as the president 
decides whether to withdraw the 
U.S. from the agreement. Tillerson 
has pushed Trump to remain and 
had been pursuing a delicate strat-
egy with European allies and others 

Tillerson axed, Pompeo named
Trump picks CIA 
director to replace  
chief U.S. diplomat

haspel

Trump views border 
wall designs on first 
official California trip

State poised to  
hit record mid-year

Pompeo
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The sloped banks of the Double Ditch Indian Village State Historic Site, located about 10 miles north of Bismarck on Highway 1804, show the 
rehabilitation work Tuesday afternoon that was funded through the 2017 North Dakota Legislature. Tonight, Fern Swenson, of the State Historical 
Society’s Archaeology and Historic Preservation Division, will discuss the project with images of the before, during and after phases at the Bismarck 
Public Library at 6:30 p.m. Swenson’s talk is hosted by the Bismarck Historical Society.
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