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JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Snowfall may total between 
7 and 10 inches today in central 
North Dakota as a storm moves 
west to east.

Dense fog, freezing drizzle 
and other precipitation in west-
ern North Dakota were develop-
ing Sunday afternoon into more 
widespread conditions, according 
to meteorologist Janine Vining, of 
the Bismarck National Weather 
Service. 

“We are expecting the storm,” 
she said. “It’s developing now and 
we had thought maybe now we 
would see a little more precipita-
tion on the radar but it might just 
be a little bit slow in developing, 
but we are expecting development 

to continue.”
Temperatures are likely to stay 

around freezing for much of to-
day. In the Bismarck area, rain is 
likely to turn to snow after mid-
night or around dawn, Vining 
added. Snowfall should continue 
into Tuesday, waning west to east.

“Tuesday morning, it still 
might be going but by afternoon 
we should see it taper o� ,” she 
said.

Vining said southwestern North 
Dakota should be out of the way 
of the heaviest snow but is likely 
to see blizzard conditions with 
blowing snow amidst winds gust-
ing up to 40 or 50 mph. Blizzard 
conditions are also possible for far 
south central North Dakota.

The heaviest snow is likely for 
north central North Dakota, she 
said. The Minot and Bottineau 
areas may see 10 to 15 inches.

“Most of that snow would 
probably fall daytime Monday 

and Monday evening, most of 
Monday,” Vining said.

Most of central North Dakota’s 
snowfall Monday should come 
between dawn and midnight, she 
added. Cold air is likely to “fi lter 
in,” with lows of 10 to 20 degrees 
in the west to the low 20s in cen-
tral North Dakota, she also said.

Tuesday highs may be in the 20s 
across the Bismarck area, with 
lows from 0 to 15 Tuesday night, 
Vining added.

Reach Jack Dura at 701-250-8225 
or jack.dura@bismarcktribune.
com.

JOSH LEDERMAN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Russia will 
“never” extradite any of the 13 
Russians indicted by the United 
States for election meddling, Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin said, 
even as he insisted they didn’t act 
on behalf of his government.

Putin’s comments in an NBC 
News interview that aired Sunday 
illustrated the long odds that the 
Russian operatives ever will appear 
in U.S. court to answer charges of 

running a massive, secret social 
media trolling and targeted mes-
saging operation to interfere in 
the 2016 presidential election. 
The United States has no extradi-
tion treaty with Moscow and can’t 
compel it to hand over citizens, 
and a provision in Russia’s con-
stitution prohibits extraditing its 
citizens to foreign countries.

“Never. Never. Russia does not 
extradite its citizens to anyone,” 
Putin said.

Even if the Russians never face 
justice in the United States, the 
sweeping indictment served the 
added purpose of increasing the 
public’s awareness about the 

JAMES MACPHERSON
Associated Press 

 Republican-sponsored legislation 
has been drafted that would tap part 
of North Dakota’s big oil tax piggy 
bank to provide low-interest loans 
for communities facing large and 
expensive infrastructure projects.

It’s the fi rst time Republicans, 
who control both chambers of the 
Legislature, have seriously eyed the 

principal of the Legacy Fund ap-
proved by voters eight years ago. It 
now holds more than $5.2 billion.

Backers of the legislation want 
to use up to 15 percent of the fund’s 
principal every two years for loans 
at 1.5 percent interest. They would 
be administered by the state-owned 
Bank of North Dakota for projects 
such as fl ood protection and water 
systems. Cities, counties and other 
political subdivisions such as town-
ships would be eligible for the loans 
that have a $10 million minimum 
and 50-year maximum term.

School districts, which have a 
separate state funding mechanism, 

would not be eligible.
Loans of more than $200 million 

would need approval by the Legis-
lature.

Minot Republicans Sen. David 
Hogue and Rep. Roscoe Streyle, the 
bill’s primary sponsors, said creat-
ing a revolving loan fund from the 
state’s oil tax savings account would 
help complete projects sooner and 
save in interest and infl ation costs. 
It also would help grow the state’s 
economy and spur additional tax 
revenue, they said.

“We need a funding mechanism 
now to help communities fund crit-
ical infrastructure,” said Streyle, a 

banker. “If we do this down the road, 
we know it is going to cost hundreds 
of millions more.”

Minot is one town that could ben-
efi t from the legislation. A multimil-
lion dollar fl ood protection project 
was proposed following a 2011 fl ood 
that damaged or destroyed more 
than 4,000 buildings, displaced 
more than 11,000 people and caused 
about $700 million in damage.

Fargo Mayor Tim Mahoney said 
he has not seen the legislation but 
“loves” the concept. He said it 
would help greatly in funding such 
things as the $2.2 billion Red River 
diversion project meant to protect 

Fargo and Moorhead, Minnesota, 
from a frequent spring fl ood threat. 
A legal challenge has held up the 
project; some of the ideas aimed at 
resolving that would add signifi cant 
expense.

Mahoney said it could turn de-
cades-long projects into those that 
could be funded and done in a few 
years.

“It would really give us the abil-
ity to fund infrastructure,” he said. 
“And what do people want? They 
want infrastructure.”

In 2010, North Dakota voters 

Bill would tap reserve fund

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

Evelyn Rauser, 3, used ski poles to climb while friend Jake Bernhardt, 2, chose to walk while both were at snow 
covered Hu�  Hills Ski Area south of Mandan on Sunday afternoon. The kids were climbing a snow pile and sliding 
back down while their parents skied in the daylong mist that covered most of central North Dakota. Evelyn is the 
daughter of Casey Nyhas and Nick Rauser and Jake is the son of Bethany and Ben Bernhardt, all of Bismarck.

Let it snow, let it snow

SAM EASTER
Forum News Service 

 GRAND FORKS — Seven days, 
seven half-marathons, seven con-
tinents.

A grueling week, but Byron 
“Fireball” Ball — an airman at 
Grand Forks Air Force Base and a 
father of two — muscled through, 
pushing through sunburn and 
fatigue to fi nish races from Ant-
arctica to Australia for a nearly 
20-hour total running time. His 
races wound past the mountains 
of South Africa, the cobblestones 
of Portugal and the sunny skies 
of Miami, and he tackled them all 
with what fellow runners call a 
charismatic, humble doggedness.

“Just don’t give up,” Ball said 
last week. “It doesn’t matter if 
you have to crawl, walk, whatever. 
Right now it may suck, but later 
you’ll look back and say, ‘Hey, I 
did that.’ ”

Ball, 37, is the son of an air-
man, following his military fam-
ily to Germany and back again as 
he grew up before joining the Air 
Force himself in 1998. He saw the 
world — South Carolina, South 
Korea, Japan, Texas and now North 
Dakota — and he’s deployed to Iraq 
three times. For much of his time 
in the Air Force, he’s worked as a 
fi refi ghter, though now his duties 
tend toward squadron command 

and morale. He lives with his wife 
and two children not too far away 
from Choice Health and Fitness, 
where he’s often trained.

Ball said his journey around the 
world started in 2016, when he saw 
a documentary about Ted Jackson, 
a 43-year-old Englishman who ran 
seven marathons on seven conti-
nents in a week to raise money to 
fi ght multiple sclerosis, a condi-
tion Jackson’s wife battles.

Ball was captivated and inspired, 
and was soon running races of his 
own. He ran six marathons in six 
states in six days in 2016, driving 
himself from state to state, hotel 
to hotel, sometimes in the driver’s 
seat with bags of ice against his 
legs. He ran a half-Ironman race 
— that’s a 1.2-mile swim, 56-mile 
bike ride and a half marathon — 
that he drove to in Calgary, Alta.

And after eyeing the race and 
juggling his schedule for about 
two years, he jumped in the World 
Marathon Challenge, set to run 
from Jan. 31 through Feb. 5. He 
left Friday, Jan. 26, from Winnipeg 
then went on to Toronto to Ethi-
opia to Cape Town, South Africa, 
where he arrived at 3 p.m. Sunday 
local time, and then had an ori-
entation about an upcoming race 
in Antarctica on Monday. And on 

7 races, 7 days, 
7 continents

Russia refuses to  
extradite citizens

Roger Bannister

Big oil tax piggy 
bank would provide 
infrastructure loans

Today’s snowfall to 
total up to 10 inches 
in places

“Tuesday morning, it 
still might be going but 
by afternoon we should 
see it taper o�.”

Janine Vining, meteorologist of the 
Bismarck National Weather Service. Vladimir Putin denies 

extradition of Russians 
for election meddling
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