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 WASHINGTON — Claiming 
vindication and straining to derail 
the Russia probe, President Don-
ald Trump declassified a top secret 
congressional memo Friday, and 
suggested it proved the investigation 
of his presidential campaign was fa-
tally flawed. Democrats said the doc-
ument did nothing to clear him or 
his campaign, and the FBI called the 
memo inaccurate and incomplete.

Butting heads just as they had be-
fore the memo’s release, Trump and 
his critics stuck to the positions they 
had staked out in the weeks leading 
up to the hotly disputed release of 
the memo prepared by Republicans 
on the House intelligence committee. 
The memo makes their case — and 
Trump’s — that abuses in the early 
stages of the FBI’s investigation 
made it worse than worthless.

The Democrats, having none of 
it, said the four-page memo merely 
cherry-picks Republican talking 
points in an effort to smear law en-
forcement and undercut the cur-
rent federal investigation by special 
counsel Robert Mueller. Rep. Adam 
Schiff, the committee’s top Demo-
crat, said the GOP document “mis-
characterizes highly sensitive clas-
sified information” and its release 
“will do long-term damage to the 
intelligence community and our law 
enforcement agencies.”

The memo’s central premise is 
that the FBI relied excessively on 
anti-Trump research funded by 
Democrats in seeking a warrant to 
monitor the communications of a 
Trump campaign associate and that 
federal authorities concealed the full 
details of who was paying for the in-
formation.

The disclosure of the document is 
extraordinary since it involves details 
about surveillance of Americans, na-
tional security information the gov-
ernment regards as among its most 
highly classified. Its release is likely 
to further escalate an intra-govern-
ment conflict that has divided the 
White House and Trump’s hand-
picked law enforcement leaders.

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 Crestwood Equity Partners paid 
this week a $49,000 fine to the En-
vironmental Protection Agency for 
a pipeline leak that spilled 1 million 
gallons of produced water and con-
taminated Lake Sakakawea in 2014.

A final order from the EPA signed 
Tuesday also requires Crestwood 
to provide the Mandan, Hidatsa 
and Arikara Nation with at least 
$173,000 in spill response equip-
ment.

Cleanup efforts are ongoing at 
the spill site near Mandaree, with 
the company following a remedia-
tion plan approved by the EPA.

The plan required Crestwood 
to install five groundwater moni-
toring wells by May 2017, but the 
wells have yet to be installed due to 

Crestwood’s inability to get right-
of-way approval from the tribe and 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, said 
Lisa McClain-Vanderpool, EPA 
spokeswoman. The deadline has 
been extended to May.

The company discovered the 
spill on July 8, 2014, and estimates 
the pipeline had been leaking since 
July 3, according to an EPA consent 
agreement.

The spill traveled through a ra-
vine, with about 10,500 gallons of 
produced water, a waste byprod-
uct of oil production, reaching Bear 
Den Bay of Lake Sakakawea. An 
estimated 234,528 gallons reached 
an unnamed creek, the document 
states.

Polluting Lake Sakakawea and 
its tributaries is a violation of the 
Clean Water Act.

The produced water flowed 
about 7,400 feet — nearly 1½ miles 
— from the location of the pipeline 
failure to Lake Sakakawea, accord-
ing to the remediation plan.

Crestwood paid the civil pen-

alty to the EPA on Thursday and 
has until April 30 to provide spill 
response equipment to the MHA 
Nation, McClain-Vanderpool said.

A Crestwood spokeswoman de-
clined to comment Friday.

Lisa DeVille, president of the Fort 
Berthold Protectors of Water and 
Earth Rights, said she’s dissatisfied 
with the EPA penalty and frustrated 
that she’s not seeing more progress 
with the remediation.

“Mother Earth is slowly dying 
back there,” said DeVille, of Man-
daree. “This brine, this wastewa-
ter, is killing her.”

Even 3½ years after the incident, 
remediation of the pipeline spill is 
likely to be a long-term effort.

The North Dakota Department 
of Health is not involved with the 
Crestwood spill because it’s on 
Fort Berthold, but the agency is 
overseeing cleanup of other major 
produced water spills.

For example, remediation is 
still ongoing after a 2006 pipeline 
spill into Charbonneau Creek in 

northwest North Dakota that also 
involved about 1 million gallons of 
produced water.

“A big saltwater spill can easily 
take 10 years or more to clean up,” 
said Bill Suess, spill investigation 
program manager for the health 
department. “That’s not saying 
that this one will, because we’ve 
had others that have been large 
spills that have been cleaned up 
much faster.”

The remediation plan details 
sampling and analysis to be con-
ducted of groundwater, perched 
water, surface water, soils and 
vegetation from specific locations 
associated with the spill.

Sampling data and progress re-
ports are required to be submitted 
to the EPA, MHA Nation, the BIA 
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, McClain-Vanderpool said.

It is unclear if the tribe is con-
sidering issuing an additional fine 
against Crestwood.

Fine ordered for 2014 pipeline spill
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Volunteers Jerome Fitterer, left, Teresa Heidrich, right, and Bernadette Fitterer, not shown, get their timing down as they make cotton candy at the start 
of the 67th annual St. Mary’s Carnival at the high school Friday night in Bismarck. All of the proceeds from the plethora of games, raffles and meals go to 
the five Bismarck Catholic Parishes to be used on education. The carnival runs from noon to 10 p.m. today, and from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday.

President 
declassifies 
Nunes memo

PATRICK SPRINGER
FORUM NEWS SERVICE

 FARGO – A courtroom full of Sa-
vanna LaFontaine-Greywind’s loved 
ones heard a grisly tale of how the 
22-year-old Fargo woman died af-
ter her infant daughter was cut from 
her womb by Brooke Lynn Crews, 
a neighbor who lured the pregnant 
woman to her death by asking for help.

Prosecutor Tanya Johnson Mar-

tinez related the horrific story, one 
Crews told authorities, before Cass 
County District Judge Frank Racek 
sentenced Crews Friday to life in 
prison without the chance of parole.

On an afternoon last August, 
36-year-old Crews asked her 
downstairs neighbor, who was eight 
months pregnant, for help with a 
sewing project.

LaFontaine-Greywind agreed to 
help, but when she got to Crews’ 
apartment Crews provoked an argu-
ment by accusing LaFontaine-Grey-
wind of mistreating cats.

The two struggled and Crews said 
she shoved LaFontaine-Greywind to 

the floor, where she hit her head and 
fell unconscious.

Then, using a utility knife or some 
sort of blade, Crews performed a 
C-section on LaFontaine-Greywind, 
delivering a baby girl and placing the 
child in a bathtub.

“She was taking her first breath 
as her mother was taking her last,” 
Johnson Martinez said, referring to 
LaFontaine-Greywind’s daughter, 
Haisley Jo, who survived the forced 
delivery.

LaFontaine-Greywind was alive 
during the crude C-section, and she 
would briefly awaken before quickly 
falling back into unconsciousness.

The mother remained alive after 
the delivery, but because she was 
not given medical care, she later died 
from lack of blood, according to the 
prosecution.

Five-month-old Haisley Jo was at 
Friday’s sentencing and spent much 
of the hearing sitting on the lap of her 
father, Ashton Matheny. Matheny sat 
weeping with his head bowed as he 
listened to the proceedings. He later 
said it was the first time he learned 
how Savanna died.

Crews spent most of the hear-
ing sitting silently facing the judge. 
She heard LaFontaine-Greywind’s 
mother and sister tell the court how 

much their family has suffered.
Crews spoke briefly before she was 

sentenced, telling Racek: “I’m just 
really, really, really sorry. “I wish I 
could take their pain,” she said. “I 
wish I hadn’t done this. There is no 
excuse. There is no rationalization. 
There is nothing. I know it doesn’t 
help, but I am sorry.”

Crews had earlier pleaded guilty to 
three charges, including conspiracy 
to commit murder. On that charge, 

Life without parole for Crews
Courtroom hears  
the gruesome tale  
of Greywind’s death
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