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BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

Old Man Winter has arrived and 
he brought presents: Snow piled 
up in some parts of the state and 
temperatures dropped.

Winter solstice, or the fi rst day of 
winter, is today. The winter solstice 
marks the shortest day and longest 
night of the year. In the Northern 
Hemisphere, it occurs when the 
sun is directly over the Tropic of 
Capricorn, at 23.5 degrees south 
latitude, according to the National 
Weather Service.

The winter solstice occurs at 
11:28 a.m. Eastern time. In North 
Dakota, there will be anywhere 
from eight to nine hours of day-
light, according to a map created 
by Alaskan climatologist Brian 
Brettschneider. 

Through darkness comes light, 
with snow that began to fall 
Wednesday in the northern part 
of the state, including Williston, 
Tioga, Stanley, Minot and Rugby. 
Some areas were projected to get 
four to six inches of snow. Fore-
casters predicted only about one 
to two inches of snow overnight in 
Bismarck.

Ken Simosko, a meteorologist 

for the National Weather Service 
in Bismarck, said any snow that 
did fall is here to stay.

“It will be here all the way 
through next week,” he said. “We’re 

not going to be above freezing for 
quite some time.”

There will be two more chances 
of light snow Friday and Sunday, 
according to Simosko. Tempera-

tures will continue to drop through 
Christmas.

“This is our fi rst signifi cant 
(cold) front coming though so 
far for the season,” said Simosko, 
adding that the snow Wednesday 
was caused by moisture coming in 
from the west and colder air from 
the north.

“Hopefully, people enjoyed the 
30s, 40s and 50s, because they’re 
pretty much gone now,” he said.

The snowfall accumulation so 
far this year pales in comparison 
to last year. According to NWS 
data, by the end of December 

BLAKE GUMPRECHT
Forum News Service 

 FARGO – Brooke Lynn Crews, 
who pleaded guilty last week 
to murdering Savanna LaFon-
taine-Greywind and abducting 
her newborn daughter, said in a 
letter from the Cass County Jail, 
“I am ashamed of what I’ve done” 
and that she intends to apologize 
to the victim’s family in person at 
her sentencing.

The letter came in response to a 
letter written by this reporter re-
questing a jailhouse interview with 
Crews. It was the second such let-
ter sent. The fi rst was sent Sept. 27 
but received no reply. The second 
was sent on Dec. 12, the day after 
Crews pleaded guilty.

First day of winter carries 
low temps, snow into N.D.

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

Steam bellows from smokestacks at the Milton Young power plant and rises from Nelson Lake. Snow had yet to fall as cattle grazed in the foreground 
Wednesday morning near North Dakota Highway 25 in Oliver County.

Crews 
apologizes 
in jail letter

STEVE PEOPLES, CATHERINE LUCEY 
AND MARCY GORDON
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — A triumphant 
President Donald Trump and jubi-
lant fellow Republicans celebrated 
the passage of their $1.5 trillion tax 
overhaul Wednesday as a “historic 
victory for the American people.” 
The American people, however, will 

need some convincing.
As Trump and GOP lawmakers 

gathered at the White House to 
cheer their fi rst major legislative 
achievement — and the biggest tax 
changes in a generation — some 
Republicans warned that the party 
could face a painful political back-
lash against an overhaul that o� ers 
corporations and wealthy taxpayers 
the biggest benefi ts and triggers the 
loss of health care coverage for mil-
lions of Americans.

There was no hint of anxiety at 
the White House, though, as the 
president and congressional Re-

publicans pushed any qualms aside 
and reveled in a much-needed win 
at the end of a year marked by GOP 
infi ghting and political stumbles.

“We are making America great 
again,” Trump declared, personally 
thanking his “little team” of Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
and House Speaker Paul Ryan, be-
fore lawmakers lavished praise upon 
a president they have often openly 
criticized.

“I don’t know if we’ll have big-
ger moments, but we hope to,” said 
Trump.

The president was expected to 

sign the bill at a later date for tech-
nical reasons. In fact, the signing 
may be postponed until the start of 
the new calendar year in order to de-
lay $120 billion in automatic cuts to 
popular programs such as Medicare 
and spare Republicans from having 
to explain them in an election year.

The tax package provides a deep 
cut in the corporate rate, from 35 
percent to 21 percent. On the in-
dividual side, about 80 percent of 
American households will get tax 
cuts next year, while about 5 percent 
will pay more, according to the non-
partisan Tax Policy Center.

People who make less than 
$25,000 will see an average tax cut 
of $60; those who earn between 
$49,000 and $86,000 will get 
about $900, and those in the top 1 
percent of income — earning more 
than $733,000 — will receive around 
$51,000 in tax savings, the policy 
center said.

The cuts will come at a price: The 
Congressional Budget O�  ce pre-
dicts the legislation will add $1.4 
trillion to the national debt over the 
next decade.

Triumphant Trump celebrates win

CHERYL MCCORMACK
Bismarck Tribune 

 The Bismarck Park Board is con-
templating the removal of a trail 
in north Bismarck that has suc-
cumbed to Hay Creek. Though the 
project has entered the design and 
bid phase, negotiations continue 
between the board and two Arizona 
Drive homeowners, who are each 
being asked to pay about $80,000 
for a slope stabilization project on 
their properties, which also would 
restore the trail.

Jim Hopfauf, whose home was 
built in 2004, has seen about one-
third of his property fall into Hay 
Creek. Neighbor David Wolf’s 
backyard is also slipping into the 
creek. Negotiations have been on-
going for months, as both home-
owners have declined several of the 
board’s o� ers to assist in stabiliz-
ing the slope.

Park board 
contemplates 
vacating trail

President expected 
to sign bill later due 
to technical issues

Bismarck 
weather forecast
Today: High of 16, low of 4

Friday: High of 20, low of 4; 40 per-
cent chance of snow before noon

Saturday: High of 15, low of 3

Sunday: High of 12, low of -9

Monday: High of 4, low of -8

Source: National Weather Service
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