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 Working North Dakotans could 
see an increase in their take-home 
pay as early as February, according 
to Tax Commissioner Ryan Raus-
chenberger.

A large portion of North Dakota 
taxpayers can expect to reap the 
benefits of the federal Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act of 2017, he said.

“Our office has crunched the 
numbers and a vast majority of 
North Dakota taxpayers will ben-
efit from this tax reform,” Raus-
chenberger said. “Since the legis-
lation will double the standard de-
duction that more than 80 percent 
of North Dakota taxpayers take, 
North Dakotans will see more of 
a benefit than taxpayers in most 
other states.”

For example, a single taxpayer 
taking the standard deduction 
with no dependents making 
$45,000 — the average wage 
in Burleigh County is nearly 
$50,000 — their federal tax liabil-
ity would decrease $907, accord-
ing to calculations by the Office 
of the Tax Commissioner. And if 
they made $85,000, they’d pay 
$2,242 less.

A single parent with one child 
taking the standard deduction 
and making $25,000 would zero 
out their tax liability. If mak-
ing $45,000, he or she would pay 
$1,604 less.

A couple filing jointly with one 
child taking the standard deduc-
tion and making $45,000 go from 
paying $980 to paying $139. If they 
bring home $100,000 jointly, they 
would see a $2,491 decrease in tax 
liability.

Rauschenberger said the reason 
North Dakotans are likely to ben-
efit more than most other states 
is because low local tax rates and 
a low cost of living make it more 
attractive to take the standard de-
ductions, which are doubled under 
the legislation.
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 Bitter cold over the next week 
will bring with it a boost to winter 
activities.

Huff Hills ski area south of 
Mandan started making snow this 
week, running for more than 48 
hours straight in order to open four 
runs today.

“We’ve made an enormous 
amount of snow plus we’ve gotten 
some natural snow,” said manager 
Andy Beck.

There was a foot and 16 inches 
made Friday morning with plans to 
keep blowing more in hopes of hav-
ing all 16 ski runs open by the new 
year. Two of the tree lifts will be 
running from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. today.

Beck said, when making snow, 
they like temperatures below 25 
degrees, which they’ll have plenty 
of over the next week.

“We’re going to be in the grips of 
this cold pattern for the foreseeable 
future,” said Bismarck National 
Weather Service meteorologist 
Patrick Ayd.

Christmas morning is expected 
to bring temperatures to the nega-
tive 25 degree mark with the wind-
chill in Bismarck. Temperatures 
and windchills will be even colder 
to the north and east.

Ayd said there might be some 
moderation by Wednesday, with 
temperatures climbing out of the 
negatives to top out at around 7 or 
9 degrees Wednesday. After a day 
or two though, the arctic weather 
could build back across the area 
through the following weekend.

Ayd said not to expect much 
snow or wind, 10 to 15 mph at the 
most, but with 15 to 20 degrees 
below zero temperatures, it does 
not take much for windchills to 
approach 40 below.

Ice has started forming and people 
have already been fishing on some 
of the smaller lakes and back bays in 
the state, according to Craig Bihrle of 
North Dakota Game and Fish.

And with a week of cold tem-
peratures more ice is expected to 
form — good news for those wish-
ing to participate in the state’s free 
ice fishing weekend. Resident an-
glers may fish Dec. 30-31 without 
a license. Those interested in dark-
house spearfishing that weekend 
must register with Game and Fish 
prior to participating.

“There are a lot of places out 
there where you can find a place to 
go but there are places to stay away 
from, too,” Bihrle said.

Anglers are reminded of ice 
safety as conditions may vary 
on each body of water. It takes 4 
inches of ice to walk on, 6 inches 
for a four-wheeler or snowmobile, 
8 to 12 inches for a car and 12 to 15 
inches for a truck.

“At the same time, there will be 
some pretty dangerous windchills 
out there,” Ayd warned.

With a negative 40 degree wind-
chill, it only takes 10 minutes for 
frostbite to occur.

Those traveling are advised to 
have a winter safety kit and to dress 
warmly in case of vehicle trouble. 

If drivers do break down, Ayd re-
minds people to stay in their vehi-
cles until help arrives.

Unfortunately, Bismarck-Man-
dan outdoor ice skating rinks won’t 
be ready in time for the Christmas 
weekend, but skaters can enjoy 
open ice at the indoor rinks.

Capital Ice Complex will have 
open skating from 3 to 5 p.m. today.  
Mandan’s Starion Sports Complex 
will have open skating from 11:30 to 
2:30 p.m. Wednesday through Fri-
day and 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. Dec. 31.

Bismarck Parks and Recreation 
Operations Director Dave Mayer 
said, if the weather holds up, Bis-
marck park workers have been 
flooding the rinks and could have 
enough ice built up by the new year 
in a few locations.

As far as sledding and 
cross-country skiing, Mayer said 
there has not been enough snow 
yet to open the hill or the trails.

Reach Jessica Holdman at 701-250-
8261 or jessica.holdman@bismarck-
tribune.com

Winter sports ushered in
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Rich Hetzler, of Bismarck Parks and Recreation, sprays water on the outdoor rink at Tatley Park on Tuesday afternoon to prepare the still warm ground 
for ice making in coming days. “The ground is not even frozen,” Hetzler said. However, with cold overnight temperatures being forecast and the schools’ 
Christmas break next week, Hetzler is optimisitic the public outdoor skating rinks should be ready “by next week at least.”

Taxpayers 
can expect 
benefits 
from tax bill

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Kristina Dirk looks around the 
living room of her family’s rental 
home and could not be more grate-
ful for what she sees.

Furniture. Christmas decor. A 
tree surrounded by gifts. Even their 
clothes.

“Everything in here, everything 
you see everywhere has been do-
nated to us,” she said, sitting on the 
couch across from a window over-
looking the dazzling snow outside. 
“People have been just amazing.”

The Dirks lost their home north 
of Mandan in a fire two months ago 
that started from a pickup in their 
driveway. A neighbor alerted them 
to the blaze that night, just in time 
for Kyle and Kristina Dirk to escape 
with their three small boys, Cash, 

Kassel and Kannon, and Hank, 
their 1-year-old golden retriever.

Since then, the family has shuffled 
into the rental house in south Bis-
marck, traveling daily to their sons’ 
school, daycare and hockey practice 
in Mandan. Dirk said they miss the 
space of their former home, with its 
backyard and their neighbors.

Nevertheless, those who have 
a lent a hand, from toothpaste to 
toilet paper, clothing to Christ-
mas gifts, have made this holiday 
a heartfelt one.

“We’ve been trying to talk to the 
kids just about what Christmas 
means and really about being thank-
ful for everything and trying to teach 
them and remember the day when 
we didn’t have anything,” Dirk said, 
pausing to wipe a glisten in her eye.

Still, some treasures remained.
Six weeks after the fire and en-

suing insurance investigation, the 
couple went through the remains 
of their home. What they salvaged 
was surprising.

Kristina’s grandmother’s marbles.

“I had those in a tin, and the 
tin is completely burnt but the 
marbles are perfectly intact,” she 
said. “That was something that I 

searched for when we went through 
the rubble.”

‘The day we didn’t have anything’
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Kristina Dirk stands surrounded by Christmas decorations in the Bismarck 
rental home she shares with her husband, Kyle, and their three children 
after the family escaped a fire that engulfed their home north of Mandan 
on the night of Oct. 24.

EDITH M. LEDERER
Associated Press 

 UNITED NATIONS — The U.N. 
Security Council unanimously 
approved tough new sanctions 
against North Korea on Friday in 
response to its latest launch of a 
ballistic missile that Pyongyang 
says is capable of reaching any-
where on the U.S. mainland.

The resolution adopted by the 
council includes sharply lower lim-
its on North Korea’s refined oil im-
ports, the return home of all North 
Koreans working overseas within 24 
months, and a crackdown on ships 
smuggling banned items including 
coal and oil to and from the country.

But the resolution doesn’t in-
clude even harsher measures sought 
by the Trump administration that 
would ban all oil imports and freeze 
international assets of the govern-
ment and its leader, Kim Jong Un.

UN imposes 
new sanctions 
on North Korea
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