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APRIL BAUMGARTEN
Forum News Service 

 Oil may be North Dakota’s larg-
est money maker when it comes 
to energy, but it certainly isn’t the 
state’s only source of income.

North Dakota ranks sixth na-
tionwide in energy production, 
according to the U.S. Energy and 
Information Administration. With 
almost 31.8 million barrels of oil, 
the Peace Garden State is the sec-
ond-largest producer of oil, far 
behind fi rst place Texas with 106.4 
million barrels.

But industrialists have tapped 
other sources of energy in the state 
— coal, natural gas, wind and even 
solar — making it one of the largest 
producers and most diverse places 
in the country to capture natural 
resources.

The state has resources, and 
companies are willing to come in 
to tap them.

“However, around the world 
and around the United States, they 
have good resources but are not 
making use of them,” said North 
Dakota Public Service Commis-
sioner Randy Christmann, adding 

the state tries to encourage the use 
of natural resources. “We are do-
ing a ton of energy production in 
North Dakota.”

North Dakota’s energy con-
sumption is the lowest in the na-
tion, and the state exports most of 
its products, according to the EIA. 
Though there are concerns when it 
comes to regulations and politics, 
leaders in all industries seem to 
agree: North Dakota has potential 
with little sign of slowing down.

Coal 
Behind oil, coal is the largest 

energy resource in the state and 
rounds out the top fi ve industries 
for the state, according to the 
state’s Lignite Energy Council. The 
largest lignite deposit in the world 
is in McLean, Mercer and Oliver 
counties.

“That is always where the best 
wages are in the state,” Christmann 
said of coal country.

As of May, North Dakota was the 
seventh-largest producer of coal 
in the U.S., pumping out 16.5 mil-
lion tons for the year, according to 
Mining Media International. That 
was a 25.5 percent increase from 
the fi rst fi ve months of 2016. North 
Dakota produces about 30 million 
tons of coal annually.

About 71 percent of North Da-
kota’s net electricity generation 
came from coal in 2016, according 
to the EIA.

The workforce has been steady, 
said Steve Van Dyke, vice president 
of communications for the Lignite 
Energy Council. However, it is go-
ing through a turnover because of 
retiring baby boomers.

“It’s not that it is decreasing,” 
he said. “You are just getting a 
younger workforce.”

Both noted regulations that 
“strangled” the coal industry, with 
many industrialists fearing plants 
would be shut down.

That included the Stanton Sta-
tion near Stanton, which faced sig-
nifi cant improvements to make it 
e�  cient for low energy prices, ac-
cording to the plant’s owner, Great 
River Energy.

Stanton was burning Powder 
River Basin coal and not lignite, 
said Van Dyke, adding he hasn’t 
heard if the closure a� ected the 
industry signifi cantly.

He said the coal industry looks 
brighter because of the Trump ad-
ministration, but there still are lin-
gering concerns left over from the 
Obama administration, including 
court cases.

Wind 
North Dakota ranks fi fth in the 

nation in wind generation, accord-
ing to the EIA, and it doesn’t ap-
pear to be slowing down.

The state rarely has calm days, 
with multiple areas showing po-
tential for wind development. 
More than 21 percent of the state’s 
electrical energy came from the 
wind sector in 2016, according to 
the American Wind Energy Asso-
ciation. Of the 3,000 megawatts 
the state is capable of producing, 
about a third came online in the 
past 16 months, Christmann said.

“There is a ton of interest from 
developers and from utilities to 
continue to see that industry 
grow,” said Chris Kunkle, a regional 
policy manager in the Midwest for 
Winds on the Wires. “We are see-
ing across the region and across the 
country that we are in the middle 
of a wind boom.”

As wind becomes more compet-
itive with other energy sources, 
there is a lot of potential to develop 
more wind in the state, Kunkle 
said. But there is resistance to wind 
development, with some believing 
it threatens the coal industry, he 
noted.

JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 The latest health care reform ef-
fort from congressional Republicans 
is again causing a split between 
North Dakota’s senators.

The e� ort, led by Republican 
senators Lindsey Graham and Bill 
Cassidy, comes after other attempts 
to remake the A� ordable Care Act, 
otherwise known as Obamacare, 
failed this summer.

Sen. Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., 
who criticized those earlier e� orts, 
said Monday that the new bill would 
“hurt families and rural communi-
ties across North Dakota by ripping 
away health care for many — just 
like the last Republican bill would 
have done.” She said she’s working 
on “reasonable reforms” to improve 
the current health care law.

“Over the past few months and 
weeks, I’ve met with a group of 
Republican and Democratic sen-
ators, as well as governors, insur-
ance commissioners, patients, and 
insurers, to talk about reforms to 
make the health reform law work 
better,” Heitkamp said in a state-
ment. “There’s a great deal we agree 
on and I’m hopeful we can come to-
gether on some ways to make health 
care more a� ordable and accessible 
for families.”

State has diverse energy

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

A storewide liquidation, including a merchandise sale on the sidewalk on Monday, has overwhelmed Monte Jerome, owner of One World Boutique in 
downtown Bismarck on Fifth Street and Main Avenue. “I’ve been in business for 30 years and in this location for 20 years and this is it,” said Jerome, 
noting customers have been lined up and nearly all inventory is sold. “We were going to be here until the 30th but now it will be Monday, Sept. 25,” said 
Jerome, who has plans to retire. Jerome also said One World Boutique was the fi rst boutique in downtown and started the trend of shops downtown.

Senators 
split on 
health bill

ALAN FRAM
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Senate Repub-
licans revved up a fi nal push Monday 
to scuttle President Barack Obama’s 
health care law, an e� ort that faces 
low odds of success and just a two-
week window to pass. Adding more 
risk, senators would be in the dark 
about the bill’s impact on Ameri-
cans, since the Congressional Budget 
O�  ce says crucial estimates won’t 
be ready in time for a vote.

Democrats backed by doctors, 
hospitals, and patients’ groups 
mustered an all-out e� ort to fi nally 
smother the GOP drive, warning of 
millions losing coverage and others 
facing skimpier policies. Senate Mi-
nority Leader Chuck Schumer went 
further, saying the partisan measure 
threatened the spirit of cooperation 
between President Donald Trump 
and Democratic leaders embodied 
in a recent budget deal and progress 
on immigration.

“After two weeks of thinking bi-
partisanship, that fl ickering candle, 
might gain some new light, this is 
the last thing we need,” Schumer, 

D-N.Y., said on the Senate fl oor.
Two months after one of the 

GOP’s top priorities crashed on the 
Senate fl oor, the revived attempt 
to uproot Obama’s law is being led 
by GOP Sens. Lindsey Graham of 
South Carolina and Louisiana’s Bill 
Cassidy.

Their 140-page bill would replace 
much of that statute with block 
grants to states and give them wide 
leeway on spending the money. It 
would let states ease coverage re-
quirements under that 2010 law, 
end Obama’s mandates that most 
Americans buy insurance and that 
companies o� er coverage to work-

ers, and cut and reshape Medicaid.
A victory would let Trump and 

Republican leaders claim redemp-
tion on their “repeal and replace” 
e� ort. While the House approved its 
version of the bill in May, the drive 
collapsed when the GOP-led Senate 
defeated three proposals for scrap-
ping Obama’s 2010 overhaul in July.

“This bill would keep our prom-
ise to the American people, and fi -
nally give us the health care we all 
deserve,” Cassidy told supporters 
Monday in an email.

Senate leaders have no desire to 
lose yet another health care vote. 
After July’s embarrassing Senate 

setback, Majority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell, R-Ky., said he’d not revisit 
it unless he was assured he had the 
votes to succeed, and many Republi-
cans began refocusing on another big 
GOP priority, a tax overhaul.

Now, Graham and Cassidy say they 
believe they have close to 50 votes for 
the plan, prompting GOP leaders to 
check if they can fi nally succeed.

The sponsors say their proposal 
would let states decide what health 
care programs work best for their 
residents. Opponents say patients 
would su� er.

Push to end Obamacare

JONATHAN LEMIRE 
AND DARLENE SUPERVILLE
Associated Press 

 UNITED NATIONS — President 
Donald Trump used his United Na-
tions debut on Monday to prod the 
international organization to cut 
its bloated bureaucracy and fulfi ll 
its mission. But he pledged U.S. 
support for the world body he had 
excoriated as a candidate, and his 
criticisms were more restrained 
than in years past.

“In recent years, the United Na-
tions has not reached its full po-
tential due to bureaucracy and mis-
management,” Trump said. “We are 
not seeing the results in line with 
this investment.”

Trump calls 
for UN reform

Bill has just a two-week
window to pass Congress
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