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  Video: Turnaround Arts Talent Show rehearsals
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Test waivers approved 
Some high school students to take ACT 
instead of state assessments   DAKOTA, B1
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 As Congress prepares to pass 
appropriations bills in the coming 
months, North Dakota’s Republi-
cans expect spending on most fed-
eral programs to stay level, despite 
presidential proposed cuts.

Lawmakers reached an agree-
ment setting spending levels for 
two years. Now they have to decide 
where that money will be spent for 
fi scal years 2018 and 2019. Presi-
dent Donald Trump presented what 
he would like to see last month in 
his budget proposal, a portion of 
which gave the North Dakota del-
egation pause.

“There were some things in the 
(president’s budget proposal) that 
were encouraging, but there were 
a number that were not so good 
for North Dakota,” said Rep. Kevin 
Cramer, R-N.D.

Sens. John Hoeven, R-N.D., 
and Heidi Heitkamp, D-N.D., 
expressed support for increased 
military spending and money to 
combat opioid addiction.

“In other areas, it isn’t what we 
need,” Hoeven said of the budget 
proposal.

Hoeven and Cramer said they 
fi rmly believe they’ll be able to keep 
North Dakota’s funding priorities 
even. But while Congress ulti-
mately controls the purse strings, 
Heitkamp said the proposal still 
sets the tone for the administra-
tion, which could make fi ghting 
for North Dakota priorities more 
of a challenge.

One such battle could be on agri-
cultural spending, expected to ulti-
mately play out in a new Farm Bill.BLAIR EMERSON
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 FORT YATES  — A group of 
Standing Rock students will travel 
to Washington, D.C., on Sunday to 
perform in a national talent show.

For most of the students, this 

will be the fi rst time fl ying in a 
plane, and for some, their fi rst time 
traveling far from home.

A group of 11 students in grades 
4-8 will be performing in the 
Turnaround Arts Talent Show at 
The Kennedy Center.

On Wednesday, the students 
were nervous and excited as they 
rehearsed their song in the band 
room at Standing Rock Middle 
School. The song they will perform 
is about how growing up on a res-

ervation has helped shape them.
“Getting recognized as a res-

ervation school doing, like, big 
things is pretty cool,” said Alice 
Brownotter, 14, who will be per-
forming a traditional dance in the 
show.

Standing Rock Elementary 
School and Standing Rock Mid-
dle School are part of the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Perform-
ing Arts’ national Turnaround Arts 
program, which incorporates the 

arts into K-12 curriculum.
Through the program, schools 

are matched with an artist-men-
tor, who works with the schools to 
teach students about the arts. 

Mic Jordan, a hip hop artist and 
enrolled member of the Turtle 
Mountain Band of Ojibwe Tribe, 
has been working with students at 
Standing Rock middle and elemen-
tary schools.

Standing Rock students 
to perform in Washington
Turnaround Arts 
program incorporates 
art into K-12 curriculum
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Helixo Eagle, front left, and Zaniyan Iron Eyes, far right, perform a rap duet with other students from Standing Rock Middle and Elementary School while 
rehearsing the original song, “Somebody,” at the Fort Yates school on Wednesday. The group of 11 students will perform this weekend in Washington as 
part of a talent show organized by the Turnaround Arts Initiative program. Standing in the back row are Sara Bradley, Alice Brownotter, Kanasa DuBray, 
Ellyce Bradley, George Bradley, Terry Brownotter, Wakiyan Shakespeare, Graysen Iron Shield and Gillian Lunde.

Lawmakers
expect to
spend more
this session
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 Preliminary fi gures from the last 
fi scal month show state revenues 
largely in step with last spring’s 
forecast.

O�  ce of Management and Bud-
get Director Joe Morrissette told the 
Government Finance Committee 
Wednesday that “we are continuing 
to track very closely to our legisla-
tive forecast.”

The last fi scal month of revenues 
and transfers wavered 0.2 percent 
below the forecast, totaling $110.8 
million, according to a preliminary 
statement. Overall, state revenues 
are 1.7 percent over the forecast, at 
about $1.6 billion with $2.7 billion 
left to collect this biennium based 
on the forecast, Morrissette said.

He stressed the preliminary sta-
tus of February’s fi gures and said 
there should be “very, very small 
variances” after agencies’ adjust-
ments.

“We know there should be some 

changes, but they should be small,” 
he said in an interview.

Corporate income tax fi gures to 
date suggest a 70 percent overage 
from the forecast, but Morrissette 
said “a lot of unknowns” remain 
for how that revenue will iron out 
after tax refunds and e� ects of the 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017.

Morrissette also told the com-
mittee that, from an estimated end 
balance of $112 million, $65 million 
should carry over into the 2019-21 
general fund, with $47 million to go 
into the budget stabilization fund.

Gov. Doug Burgum said in a state-
ment that preparations continue for 
an uncertain fi nancial future.

“We’re running only slightly 
ahead of a very conservative reve-
nue forecast, and, with two-thirds 
of the biennium left, there remains 
economic and revenue uncertainty 
in the months ahead,” he said. “Re-
serve funds were nearly depleted 
last session to balance the budget. 
We are preparing for another chal-
lenging budget in 2019-21, making 
it even more important that we keep 
reinventing our approaches to de-
livering services and be more e�  -

cient with taxpayer dollars.”
Senate Minority Leader Joan 

Heckaman, D-New Rockford, said 
she hadn’t yet had a chance to re-
view the new fi gures but said she 

knows recent state revenues have 
been “at or above what our predic-
tions were.”

State revenues mostly in step with forecast
Biennium sees 
1.7 percent overage

Eyes turning to 
Farm Bill funding
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Joe Morrissette, right, director of North Dakota O�  ce of Management and 
Budget, presents his report on the status of the general fund to members 
of the Government Finance Interim Committee on Wednesday at the state 
Capitol in Bismarck.

 The Bismarck Tribune should be 
back to normal operations today 
after weather-related and electri-
cal problems.

Monday’s ice and snow storm 
delayed the delivery of some Tues-
day papers and that was followed 
by electrical issues on Tuesday 
that shut down the Tribune’s press. 
While the press was being repaired, 
the Tribune was printed at the Mi-
not Daily News on Tuesday and 
Wednesday nights and trucked to 
Bismarck. The delivery of Wednes-
day’s paper was delayed because of 
time required to haul the papers 
from Minot. We printed the Thurs-
day paper earlier so delivery should 
be on schedule.

Readers will fi nd obituaries on 
the back of the A section today and 
some other changes in the layout of 
the paper to accommodate color. 
Because of the early deadline some 
late sports scores and stories are 
online only.

We’re sorry about the delays in 
delivery this week and look forward 
to getting back to timely delivery.

Steve Wallick, Bismarck Tribune 
editorPlease see REVENUE, Page A5

Weather, press 
problems delay 
Tribune delivery

Please see BUDGET, Page A5

Please see PERFORMANCE, Page A5


