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JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 Mid Dakota Clinic’s board chair-
woman said the clinic is unlikely to 
turn back to negotiations with CHI 
St. Alexius if its proposed merger 
with Sanford Health is blocked.

“We were burned once,” board 
chair and Mid Dakota family prac-
titioner Dr. Shelly Seifert testifi ed 
in U.S. District Court Friday.

Seifert’s testimony was part of 
four days worth of court hearings 
in an antitrust case fi led by the 
Federal Trade Commission and 
North Dakota Attorney General to 
stop the clinic from merging with 
Sanford Health.

While this week’s hearings are 
only for a preliminary injunction 
to block a merger until a formal 
FTC hearing in Washington, D.C., 
Sanford’s lawyer Bob Cooper said 
that these hearings are “typically 
where mergers get decided.”

“In every unconsummated 
merger case where a (preliminary 
injunction) is granted and upheld 
it has ended the merger,” he said.

In her testimony, Seifert told the 
court that fi nancial projections for 
the clinic from its CFO show a 7 
percent reduction in reimburse-
ment for ancillary services over 
the next several years. Should that 
trend continue, as it is expected to, 
she said the clinic would “slowly 
implode.”

“The long-term viability of (Mid 
Dakota Clinic) is in great danger 
if we’re not able to align with an 
integrated health system,” Seifert 
testifi ed.

Parrell Grossman of the North 
Dakota Attorney General’s o�  ce 
argued to the contrary that it’s his 
belief that Mid Dakota will con-
tinue to be able to stand on its own. 
He said more harm would be done 
to patient choice and competition 
should the merger be allowed to go 
through.

Seifert called the decision to put 
the clinic up for sale “extremely 
di�  cult.”

“It’s easier to simply put our 
heads in the sand and hope things 
continue the way they are and ig-
nore fi nancial projections,” she 
said, but waiting around until 
then is not something she says 
a responsible board of directors 
would do.

BLAIR EMERSON AND AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 For 17 years, a cozy studio 
apartment owned by Ruth Meiers 
Hospitality House has been home 
for Warren Young.

Now the 75-year-old formerly 
homeless man is searching for a 
new place to stay as the building 
that also housed the men’s emer-

gency homeless shelter is sold.
Young and several other men 

who live in Ruth Meiers a� ordable 
apartments at 305 N. 23rd St. have 
until Nov. 17 to leave their homes.

But Ruth Meiers o�  cials may 
have broken state law in how the 
agency notifi ed tenants of the 
deadline.

Tenants received the notice to 
vacate on Oct. 18, but state law 
requires notice of a full calendar 
month, rather than just 30 days, 
for those on month-to-month 

leases, said Brad Peterson of North 
Dakota Legal Services.

A full calendar month’s notice 
would mean residents have until 
the end of November to vacate 
their apartments. At least one res-
ident is seeking legal help to try to 
fi ght the notice to vacate. One res-
ident has a lease through Dec. 31.

Bismarck attorney Bob Bo-
linske Sr. served a complaint on 
Ruth Meiers Hospitality House 
and the buyer of the building last 
week, a hand-written document 

he rushed to deliver in an attempt 
to keep the men’s emergency shel-
ter open.

Bolinske said he believes Ruth 
Meiers did not give proper notice 
to residents of the shelter or the 
apartments and he wants to try to 
help them. 

“I think it was inhumane,” he 
said.

The complaint had not been 
fi led in court as of Friday.

Legal issues spark questions for
Ruth Meiers apartment tenants

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Warren Young, 75, has lived in the Ruth Meiers Hospitality House men’s emergency shelter in Bismarck for 17 years, but with the facility closing on Nov. 17, 
Young has not found a place to live in the community and is thinking about buying a bus ticket and moving to Utah.

Mid Dakota 
makes final 
arguments in 
antitrust case

JONATHAN DREW
Associated Press 

 FORT BRAGG, N.C. — Army Sgt. 
Bowe Bergdahl, who walked away 
from his post in Afghanistan and 
triggered a search that left some of 

his comrades severely wounded, was 
spared a prison sentence by a mili-
tary judge Friday in what President 
Donald Trump blasted as a “com-
plete and total disgrace.”

The judge gave no explanation of 
how he arrived at his decision, but 
he reviewed evidence that included 
the fi ve years Bergdahl was held cap-
tive by the Taliban and the wounds 
su� ered by troops who searched for 
him, including one who now uses a 

wheelchair and cannot speak.
The case was politically divisive. 

President Barack Obama traded 
Taliban prisoners to bring Bergdahl 
back, drawing sharp Republican 
criticism. As a presidential candi-
date, Trump called for the soldier to 
face sti�  punishment. He could have 
received up to life in prison.

The judge also gave the 31-year-
old a dishonorable discharge, re-
duced his rank from sergeant to 

private and ordered him to forfeit 
pay equal to $1,000 per month for 
10 months.

In court, Bergdahl appeared tense, 
grimaced and clenched his jaw. His 
attorneys put their arms around him 
and one patted him on the back. One 
defense attorney cried after the sen-
tence was announced.

Defense lawyer Eugene Fidell told 
reporters that his client had “looked 
forward to today for a long time.”

Bergdahl “is grateful to everyone 
who searched for him,” especially 
those who “heroically sustained 
injuries,” Fidell added.

Trump’s statement came in a 
tweet about 90 minutes after the 
sentencing. “The decision on Ser-
geant Bergdahl is a complete and 
total disgrace to our Country and to 
our Military,” the president wrote.

Bergdahl spared from prison

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 Volunteers are needed to sta�  
an overnight emergency shelter 
that Bismarck-Mandan nonprofi t 

groups are working to establish at 
a local church next week.

A church has agreed to provide 
space for a short-term emergency 
shelter to keep people out of the 
cold until a solution is found to 
replace the Ruth Meiers Hospi-
tality House shelter that closed on 
Oct. 27.

Jena Gullo, executive director 
for the Missouri Slope Areawide 

United Way, said the church shel-
ter could be in place as early as 
Monday. She declined to name the 
church until the plan is fi nalized.

The United Way is recruiting 
volunteers to work 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
and 1 a.m. to 7 a.m. shifts. People 
can sign up by going to www.vol-
unteerbisman.com and clicking on 
the winter shelter program tab.

Residents of the overnight shel-

ter will go through a screening 
process prior to being transported 
to the church. Volunteers will be 
trained and professionals from area 
service providers will be on call to 
assist volunteers.

In the meantime, the United Way 
will continue to work with law en-
forcement and other local service 

United Way recruiting volunteers for shelter

Trump blasts deserter 
sentence as ‘complete 
and total disgrace’

Remaining residents 
have limited options

Group working to 
establish emergency 
housing at local church

Board chairwoman 
testifies in favor of 
merging with Sanford
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