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KEN THOMAS AND ALAN FRAM
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — Searching for 
a bipartisan deal to avoid a govern-
ment shutdown, President Donald 
Trump suggested Tuesday that an 
immigration agreement could be 
reached in two phases — first by 
addressing young immigrants and 
border security with what he called 
a “bill of love,” then by making 
comprehensive changes that have 
long eluded Congress.

Trump presided over a lengthy 
meeting with Republican and 
Democratic lawmakers seeking a 
solution for hundreds of thousands 
of young people who were brought 
to the U.S. as children and liv-
ing here illegally. Trump last year 
ended the Obama-era Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals pro-
gram, which shielded more than 
700,000 people from deportation 
and gave them the right to work le-
gally. He gave Congress until March 
to find a fix.

The president, congressional 
Republicans and Democrats ex-
pressed optimism for a deal just 
10 days before a government shut-
down deadline. Trump said he was 
willing to be flexible in finding an 
agreement as Democrats warned 
that the lives of hundreds of thou-
sands of immigrants hung in the 

balance.
“I think my positions are going 

to be what the people in this room 
come up with,” Trump said during 
a Cabinet Room meeting with a 
bipartisan group of nearly two 
dozen lawmakers, adding, “I am 
very much reliant upon the people 
in this room.” A group of journalists 
observed the meandering meet-
ing for an extraordinary length of 
time — about 55 minutes — that in-
volved Trump seeking input from 
Democrats and Republicans alike 
in a freewheeling exchange on the 
contentious issue.

“My head is spinning from all 
the things that were said by the 
president and others in that room 
in the course of an hour and a half,” 
said Sen. Dick Durbin, D-Ill. “But 
the sense of urgency, the commit-
ment to DACA, the fact that the 
president said to me privately as 
well as publicly, ‘I want to get this 
done,’ I’m going to take him as his 
word.”

The White House said after 
the meeting that lawmakers had 
agreed to narrow the scope of the 
negotiations to four areas: border 
security, family-based “chain mi-
gration,” the visa lottery and the 
DACA policy. Democrats and Re-
publicans are set to resume nego-
tiations today.

But the exchange raised ques-
tions about how far Trump would 
push for his high-profile border 
wall.

Trump suggests 
two-phase deal 
on immigration
President conducts 
bipartisan meeting on 
DACA, border solutions
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Wyatt Sprague repairs wiring while replacing light bulbs to the grand entry of Peacock Alley in downtown Bismarck 
on Tuesday. Sprague, an electrician with Seifert Electric, was replacing incandescent bulbs of various sizes with 
new LED bulbs of a uniform size and hue. “They last longer and don’t get as hot,” Sprague said.

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 A judge has found a North Da-
kota law limiting damages in med-
ical malpractice cases to be uncon-
stitutional.

In a case involving a woman 
who was disabled due to a surgery 
at CHI St. Alexius Health, South 
Central Judicial District Judge 
Cynthia Feland denied a motion 
from the hospital to reduce a ju-
ry’s verdict.

A jury last April awarded Che-
nille Condon, 35, of Fort Yates, 
$3.5 million after finding cardiac 
and thoracic surgeon Dr. Allen Mi-
chael Booth negligently performed 
a surgery on Condon that caused a 

serious stroke in 2012.
The jury decided Condon de-

served $2 million for economic 
losses, such as medical expenses 
and lost earnings, and $1.5 million 
for noneconomic damages, includ-
ing pain, suffering, physical im-
pairment and emotional distress.

The hospital sought to reduce the 
award for nonecomonic damages 
by $1 million under a state law that 
limits such damages to $500,000.

Feland ruled the 1995 law is 
unconstitutional, violating equal 
protection guaranteed by the North 
Dakota constitution by arbitrarily 
reducing damages for people who 
suffer the most severe injuries.

“It was a courageous decision by 
Judge Feland and the correct one,” 
Condon’s attorney, Tom Conlin, 
said Tuesday. “It’s a victory for 
the people of the state and for our 
constitution.”

Feland analyzed the legislative 

record of the law, approved in 1995 
and discussed by lawmakers again 
in 2009, and found the law to be 
based on assumptions and spec-
ulation rather than evidence. The 
record provided no explanation 
about how the $500,000 figure was 
chosen or how it would accom-
plish the Legislature’s health care 
reform goals of increasing access, 
controlling costs and maintaining 
or increasing quality, Feland wrote.

Conlin said the $500,000 cap on 
noneconomic damages lets negli-
gent doctors off the hook in cases 
where they are found to be respon-
sible for causing great harm.

“The greater the harm caused by 
the negligent doctor, the greater the 
discount,” Conlin said. “The cap fell 
hardest on stay-at-home moms, 
the young and those who couldn’t 
prove large economic loss.”

Judge: Limiting malpractice 
damages unconstitutional
Motion to reduce 
jury’s award for Fort 
Yates woman denied

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 The hopes of North Dakota’s coal 
industry were dashed Monday af-
ternoon when the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission unani-
mously rejected a proposal that 
would have propped up the state’s 
main power source.

The U.S. Department of Energy 
proposal, issued last fall, would 
have compensated power plants 
for keeping coal on hand.

“We are disappointed in yester-
day’s determination by the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission,” 
Lignite Energy Council President 
Jason Bohrer said in a statement 
Tuesday. “Currently, regional 
electricity markets do not properly 
compensate generators who pro-
duce ‘always on’ power or whose 
power is not susceptible to weather 
disruptions.”

Energy Secretary Rick Perry sug-
gested that FERC adopt a rule that 
pays baseload power plants for hav-
ing 90 days’ worth of fuel on-site, a 
standard that only coal and nuclear 
could meet.

The impetus came from a DOE 
grid reliability study calling for re-
siliency in the nation’s power sup-

ply. Resiliency was defined by Perry 
as power sources’ ability to bounce 
back from natural or man-made 
disasters that disrupt fuel supply. 
The DOE said resiliency is threat-
ened by plant closures, which have 
been increasing in recent years due 
to competition from cheap natural 
gas and regulations.

But opponents of the proposal 
questioned how much on-site fuel 
really improves a source’s reliability.

According to the Federal Power 
Act, before tariff changes can be 
implemented there must be a show-
ing that existing tariffs are “unjust, 
unreasonable, unduly discrimina-
tory or preferential.” The FERC 
maintained that supporters of the 
proposal failed to meet that stan-
dard.

Though the proposal was not ad-
opted, FERC did formally ask elec-
tric grid operators to show what 
they are doing to ensure that their 
grids remain resilient, a move sup-
ported by Perry. That information 
may be used for a future proposal.

“It remains our hope that FERC 
will ultimately level the playing 
field when it comes to dispatching 
energy sources with the long-term 
goal focused on a resilient grid to 
serve our homes, businesses and 
the national economy,” Bohrer said.

Reach Jessica Holdman at 701-250-
8261 or jessica.holdman@bismarck-
tribune.com

Industry disappointed by 
rejection of coal proposal
Proposal would have 
reimbursed plants for 
keeping coal on hand
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