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JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 We’d hate to see the old bridge 
taken down.

That was the sentiment ex-
pressed by one Bismarck-Mandan 
resident after another Thursday as 
BNSF weighs its options for a new 
railroad bridge over the Missouri 
River.

The trestle structure has been a 
part of Bismarck-Mandan’s skyline 
for 134 years, but it’s nearing the 
end of its useful lifespan the railway 
says. Despite its age, the bridge still 
allows 14 to 16 trains filled with oil, 
coal, crops and more to cross the 
Missouri River every day, BNSF 
spokeswoman Amy McBeth said 
earlier this year.

In laying out their options, BNSF 
would prefer to demolish it in order 
to build a wider deck plate bridge 30 
feet to the north—one that would 

have piers that go deeper into the 
river bottom to offer more stability.

But a number of the roughly 100 
people attending a public meeting, 
as part of the U.S. Coast Guard-led 
National Environmental Policy 
Act process, propose the company 
transfer ownership of the bridge to 
a local group in an effort to preserve 
it and use it for a walking and bik-
ing trail.

Many commenters spoke on the 
bridge’s history.

It was the last piece of the Second 
Transcontinental Railroad and its 
construction methods were among 
firsts for the nation.

To local resident Dakota Good-
house, the bridge stands as a re-
minder of where Gen. Henry Sib-
ley pushed the Dakota and Lakota 
people across the river during battle 
in 1863.

“It’s historic because it’s become 

a part of my people’s narrative,” said 
Goodhouse, who is a Native Amer-
ican scholar and a Lakota decedent.

Images of the bridge appear on 
postcards and serves as a backdrop 
for many local family photographs.

When deciding where she should 
move for a new job, David Witham’s 
wife came across an email offering a 
job that had an image of the bridge 
attached.

“Who’s to say she would have 
opened that email otherwise,” 
Witham said in touting the bridge as 
an iconic image for the community.

Jim Kambeitz said the current 
trails going past the bridge are some 
of his family’s favorites to bike on, 
and having the bridge become a 
trail would help the two sister cities 
it serves become more connected 
to each other and to the Missouri 
River.

BNSF has examined an alter-

native to leave the current bridge 
in place and build the new bridge 
80 feet up river, but the proposal 
comes with its own set of problems, 
the company says.

The upriver location would bring 
the construction zone out of the 
right of way, impacting adjacent 
properties. The downriver alter-
native would also include a bridge 
with wider piers that would even-
tually allow a second track—an op-
tion that the upriver location would 
not include.

Thursday’s meeting was one 
of the first public portions of the 
process, which will also includes 
a 30-day public comment period 
on an environmental assessment. 
The company hopes to start con-
struction next year. It is not yet 
making the expected construction 

STEPHEN OHLEMACHER
AND MARCY GORDON
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — The Republi-
cans’ razor-thin margin for driving 
their sweeping tax package through 
the Senate was thrown into jeop-
ardy Thursday when GOP Sen. 
Marco Rubio declared he will vote 
against it unless negotiators ex-
pand the tax credit that low-in-
come Americans can claim for their 
children.

Rubio’s potential defection 
complicates Republican leaders’ 
goal of muscling the $1.5 trillion 
bill through Congress next week, 
handing President Donald Trump 
his first major legislative victory by 
Christmas.

Senate Republicans could still 
pass the package without Rubio’s 
vote, but they would be cutting 
it extremely close. An original 
version was approved by only 51-
49 — with Rubio’s support. The 
co-sponsor of Rubio’s proposed 
change, Republican Sen. Mike Lee 
of Utah, is undecided on the overall 

Residents plead case against 
BNSF trestle bridge demolition
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Chabad Rabbi Yonah Grossman holds his son, Mendel, 15 months, shortly after a public Menorah lighting ceremony in Memorial Hall of the North Dakota 
State Capitol in Bismarck on Thursday evening. “The message is that light has the power to overcome darkness, which is why we light the Menorah at 
night,” said Rabbi Grossman. “It has the power to brighten even the darkest of nights.” Every year since 2011, a Menorah lighting ceremony, followed by a 
meal of traditional Chanukah foods fried in oil, has been held in the Capitol. For a video from the Chanukah event, go to www.bismarcktribune.com.

Defection 
threatens 
GOP’s slim 
tax majority

BARBARA ORTUTAY AND TALI ARBEL
Associated Press 

 The Federal Communications 
Commission repealed the Obama-
era “net neutrality” rules Thursday, 
giving internet service providers like 
Verizon, Comcast and AT&T a free 
hand to slow or block websites and 
apps as they see fit or charge more 
for faster speeds.

In a straight party-line vote of 

3-2, the Republican-controlled FCC 
junked the longtime principle that 
said all web traffic must be treated 
equally. The move represents a rad-
ical departure from more than a de-
cade of federal oversight.

The big telecommunications 
companies had lobbied hard to 
overturn the rules, contending they 
are heavy-handed and discourage 
investment in broadband networks.

“What is the FCC doing today?” 
asked FCC chairman Ajit Pai, a Re-
publican. “Quite simply, we are re-
storing the light-touch framework 
that has governed the internet for 
most of its existence.”

The push to eliminate net neu-
trality has stirred fears among con-
sumer advocates, Democrats, many 
web companies and ordinary Amer-
icans afraid that the cable and phone 
giants will be able to control what 
people see and do online. But the 
broadband industry has promised 
that the internet experience for the 
public isn’t going to change.

The FCC vote is unlikely to be the 
last word. Net neutrality support-
ers threatened legal challenges, with 
New York’s attorney general vowing 
to lead a multistate lawsuit. Some 
Democrats want to overturn the 
FCC action in Congress.

“The fact that Chairman Pai went 
through with this, a policy that is so 
unpopular, is somewhat shocking,” 
said Mark Stanley, a spokesman for 
the civil liberties organization De-
mand Progress. “Unfortunately, not 
surprising.”

On Thursday, about 60 demon-
strators gathered in the bitter chill 
of Washington to protest the FCC’s 
expected decision. Just before the 
vote, the hearing room was briefly 
evacuated and searched for unspec-
ified security reasons.

The FCC subscribed to the prin-
ciple of net neutrality for over a de-
cade and enshrined it in rules ad-

opted in 2015.
Under the new rules approved 

Thursday, the Comcasts and AT&Ts 
of the world could slow down or 
block access to services they don’t 
like or happen to be in competition 
with. They could also charge higher 
fees of rivals and make them pay 
up for higher transmission speeds. 
They just have to post their policies 
online or tell the FCC.

Such things have happened be-
fore. In 2007, for example, The As-
sociated Press found that Comcast 
was blocking or throttling some 

FCC votes to end net neutrality

BLAKE NICHOLSON
Associated Press 

 The Texas-based developer of 
the Dakota Access oil pipeline and 
a Florida-based environmental 
publication are arguing in court 
over whether something billed as 
a social movement can be sued.

Energy Transfer Partners in 
August filed a lawsuit against 
Earth First, Greenpeace and Bank-
Track, alleging they disseminated 
false and misleading information 
about the $3.8 billion pipeline to 
move North Dakota oil to Illinois; 

DAPL developer, 
green publication 
argue over lawsuit

Sen. Rubio declares 
he’s a ‘no’ vote unless 
tax credits renegotiated
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