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Recall unsuccessful
Washburn City Commission president 
hangs onto seat  DAKOTA, B1

High school basketball
Top-ranked Century girls beat No. 2 
St. Mary’s in showdown  SPORTS, D1

ALAN FRAM AND ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — In bluntly 
vulgar language, President Don-
ald Trump questioned Thursday 
why the U.S. would accept more 
immigrants from Haiti and “(ex-
pletive) countries” in Africa rather 
than places like Norway, as he re-
jected a bipartisan immigration 
deal, according to people briefed 
on the extraordinary Oval O�  ce 
conversation.

Trump’s contemptuous descrip-
tion of an entire continent startled 
lawmakers in the meeting and 
immediately revived charges that 
the president is racist. The White 
House did not deny his remark but 
issued a statement saying Trump 
supports immigration policies that 
welcome “those who can contrib-
ute to our society.”

Trump’s comments came as two 
senators presented details of a bi-
partisan compromise that would 
extend protections against depor-
tation for hundreds of thousands 
of young immigrants — and also 
strengthen border protections as 
Trump has insisted.

The lawmakers had hoped 
Trump would back their accord, 
an agreement among six senators 
evenly split among Republicans 
and Democrats, ending a months-
long, bitter dispute over protect-
ing the “Dreamers.” But the White 

Trump slurs 
countries at 
immigration 
meeting

SAM EASTER AND JOHN HAGEMAN
Forum News Service 

 Rep. Kevin Cramer will seek 
re-election to the U.S. House, de-
clining a matchup against Demo-

cratic Sen. Heidi Heitkamp this year 
and reshaping a race that national 
Republicans have hoped will boost 
their slim majority.

Cramer, a third-term congress-
man, made the announcement 
Thursday on radio to KFYR talk 
show host Scott Hennen.

Though Cramer had publicly 
weighed a Senate campaign for 
months, his decision to instead 

pursue re-election in the House will 
mean a dramatically di� erent set of 
races. In the Senate race, Heitkamp 
is left with one confi rmed Repub-
lican challenger: farmer and state 
Sen. Tom Campbell of Grafton. In 
the House race, hopefuls will now 
contend with an incumbent who 
has been a name in North Dakota 
politics for years.

In a Thursday interview, Cramer 

described last week’s Oval O�  ce 
meeting with President Donald 
Trump and White House Chief of 
Sta�  John Kelly. Cramer said he, his 
wife and his 10-year-old son heard 
the president promise support for a 
Senate run.

“We just felt like this was not the 
time for us to do that,” Cramer said, 
citing a need to spend time with his 
family. “That was the fi rst priority. 

The next priority was looking at 
North Dakota, leaving the House 
seat to a freshman, while running 
the risk of not winning the Senate 
seat.”

Cramer was quick to say he could 
have won the race — he was en-
couraged to run in December 2016 
by Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

Cramer opts out of Senate bid

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

Cara Mund, the reigning Miss America, passed a message of leadership to the area businessmen and women at the 
annual Bismarck-Mandan Chamber of Commerce dinner on Thursday night.

Miss America passes on message

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 As a business graduate of Brown 
University, Miss America 2018 and 
Bismarck native Cara Mund saw 
herself as an attendee of the Bis-
marck-Mandan Chamber of Com-
merce Annual Dinner.

She did not expect to one day 
fi nd herself as the events speaker.

“I think it’s great,” Mund said of 
the business environment in her 
hometown. “I think it’s really a 
booming town and it feels so dif-
ferent now even since leaving for 
college.”

Mund spoke to the group of 
area business leaders of her ex-
perience leading up to becoming 
Miss America. She founded North 
Dakota’s Annual Make-A-Wish 
Fashion Show ten years ago and she 
hopes others see that age makes no 
di� erence for those who want to be 
leaders.

It was Mund’s message of lead-
ership that Bismarck-Mandan 
Chamber of Commerce President 
Brian Ritter hoped would be passed 
on to the organization’s member-
ship.

“She is a tremendous example 
for this entire community,” he said. 
“She’s an inspiration and hopefully 
she inspires everyone in this com-
munity to try for more.”

From a personal perspective, 
Ritter said both he and Mund were 
born and raised in Bismarck.

“It’s incredible to see someone 
with the same background and 
what she’s been able to accomplish 
at such an early age,” he said.

As for Mund, she’s proud to be 
from North Dakota and is hopeful 
she will leave a legacy inspiring 
men and women from the state 

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 Steve Bakken will run against in-
cumbent Mike Seminary for Bis-
marck mayor.

“Bismarck needs a change,” Bak-
ken said of his decision to run.

He says he is making his o�  cial 
announcement this afternoon on 
KFYR 550 AM Radio with Todd 
Mitchell and will gather the nec-
essary signatures over the coming 
week.

Bakken, a former Bismarck radio 
show host and the business devel-
opment manager for Larson En-
gineering, is a Grand Forks native 
who has lived in Bismarck for about 
seven years.

Bakken said his platform will be 
clarity and transparency in city 
government.

“(Government) needs to move 
in a di� erent direction and be ac-
countable to the taxpayers,” he 
said.

Bakken points to recent items, 
such as changes to utility fees op-
posed by area homebuilders and 
the handling of shelter for Bis-
marck’s homeless.

“These conversations should 

have been had a long time ago,” he 
said of the utility fee changes.

And he criticized the $10,000 of 
special projects funding going to-
ward helping shelter the homeless 
during the cold winter months as 
not well utilized and not solving 
the issue for the long term.

“It’s not taxpayer money well 
spent,” he said.

Taking action 
Bakken moved around a lot 

working in radio but decided he 
wanted to get back home to North 
Dakota, starting in Fargo then 
moving to Bismarck.MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Steve Bakken, a business development director for Larson Engineering, is a 
Bismarck mayoral candidate. 

Mund talks leadership 
during the Chamber of 
Commerce dinner
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Bakken to run for Bismarck mayor
Former radio host, 
development manager 
will challenge Seminary
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