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 Medical facilities across North 
Dakota are responding to a short-
age of IV bags after Hurricane Ma-
ria slammed into Puerto Rico in 
September, disrupting production 
at major pharmaceutical manufac-
turing facilities on the island.

The shortage is being felt na-
tionwide. Last week, the Amer-
ican Hospital Association told a 
House subcommittee that the U.S. 
health care system is “on the brink 
of a signifi cant public health cri-
sis” due to slowed manufacturing 
in Puerto Rico.

Some North Dakota medical 
facilities are scrambling to ramp 
up their reserves of IV bags in re-
sponse to the shortage.

Recently, Trinity Health in Mi-
not and a nursing home in Graf-
ton requested assistance from 
the North Dakota Department 
of Health state medical cache, a 
stockpile of medical equipment 

and disposal medical supplies, in-
cluding pharmaceuticals.

“We’ve received several calls of 
concerns from medical facilities 
in the state,” said Tim Wiedrich, 
chief of the Department of Health’s 
emergency preparedness and re-
sponse section.

If the situation doesn’t get bet-
ter, Wiedrich said he anticipates 
more requests from medical facil-
ities to use the state cache. With 
the current rate of consumption 
of IV solutions from the stockpile, 
the supply will run out in about two 
to four weeks, he said.

In addition to distributing from 
the state supply, the Department 
of Health also has been looking for 
solutions through outreach to the 
private sector and the federal gov-
ernment, according to Wiedrich.

Last week, Department of Health 
o�  cials inquired about a national 
stockpile and was redirected to the 
FDA, he said, adding that conver-
sations are ongoing.

There are dozens of phar-
maceutical and medical de-
vice manufacturing facilities on 
Puerto Rico, which produce more 

N.D. facilities 
respond to IV 
bag shortage
Hurricane Maria has 
disrupted production 
of medical equipment
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Blayn Auck, left, and Eric Neutman, both of C&H Glass, install a new window above a patio doorway in the historic 
depot in downtown Bismarck on Friday morning. “It’s been a task,” said Auck of the process of preparing and fi tting 
the new windows into the building, which is being extensively remodeled for the fi rst time since being constructed 
by the Northern Pacifi c Railroad in 1900.

AMY DALRYMPLE
Bismarck Tribune 

 The United Way has provided 
housing for 46 people since Bis-
marck’s only men’s emergency 
shelter closed late last month.

The men, women and families 
served were provided with 150 
nights of shelter, said Jena Gullo, 
executive director for the Missouri 
Slope Areawide United Way.

During a Bismarck City Com-
mission meeting Tuesday, Gullo 
provided an update on how the 
United Way has assisted people 
with housing since the Ruth Meiers 
Hospitality House closed its men’s 
emergency shelter the morning of 
Oct. 27.

E� orts are still underway to open 
a temporary shelter for winter 
in Bismarck-Mandan, but com-
munity leaders have struggled to 
identify a location and an agency 
to operate it. A proposal to partner 
with a local church to provide a 

short-term shelter did not get ap-
proval from church administration, 
Gullo said.

Bismarck Mayor Mike Semi-
nary said he would support hav-
ing the city partner fi nancially on 
an emergency shelter, but it would 
need to have a solid management 
plan.

Seminary said a short-term 
shelter could help the city plan for 
a long-range solution.

“It is not going to go away after 
spring comes,” Seminary said. “We 
will have to have a plan, a facility, 
funding mechanism and someone 
to operate it.”

Gullo estimates it would cost 
$90,000 to run a shelter through 
April, depending on location and 
the cost of rent.

While plans for a winter shel-
ter continue to develop, people 
in need of housing can report at 
5:30 p.m. Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Sunday to Ministry on 
the Margins, 201 N. 24th St., Bis-
marck, and at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday 

United Way provides 
housing for homeless
E�orts continue to 
find temporary shelter
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 WASHINGTON — Senate Re-
publicans are intent on scrapping 
the A� ordable Care Act’s require-
ment that Americans get health 

insurance, targeting a repeal of the 
individual mandate to help fi nance 
deep tax cuts in their tax overhaul.

The surprise renewal Tuesday of 
the failed e� ort to scrap the law’s 
mandate came a day after President 

Donald Trump renewed pressure on 
GOP lawmakers to include the repeal 
in their tax legislation. It has sharp 
political stakes for Trump, who lacks 
a major legislative achievement after 
nearly 10 months in o�  ce.

The move by Republicans on the 
Senate Finance Committee upended 
the debate over the tax measure just 
as it was inching closer to passage 
following months of fi ne-tuning and 
compromise. It turned the debate 

into an angry partisan referendum 
on health care and President Barack 
Obama’s signature law.

Republican e� orts to dismantle 

Senate GOP intent on scrapping health mandates

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 A hotel and restaurant could be 
built near the Bismarck Airport.

The Bismarck City Commission 

approved developer New Leaf 
Hospitality’s lease agreement for 
three acres northwest of the air-
port at the corner of Airport Road 
and University Drive, south of the 
Tesoro gas station.

“It’s going to be a great spot,” 
said President Brett Erdmann.

The planned four-story Marri-
ott Springhill Suites hotel would be 
62,000 square feet, with 96 rooms, 

a pool, fi tness room, business cen-
ter and a patio with a fi repit. Erd-
mann said his company’s total in-
vestment in the property would be 
about $12 million.

“We feel it’s the perfect fi t for the 
airport and corporate travel,” Erd-
mann said, and when it comes to 
hiring employees he hopes to build 

Lease agreement approved
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