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BLAKE GUMPRECHT
Forum News Service 

 FARGO – Preliminary results 
of an autopsy on Savanna La-
Fontaine-Greywind, the Fargo 
woman who disappeared while 
eight months pregnant, show 
that she died from “homicidal 
violence,” police said Tuesday. 

Fargo Deputy Police Chief 
Joseph Anderson said no other 
information about the autopsy 
could be released because it 
would compromise the inves-
tigation. “Many of the facts of 
this case won’t be known to the 
media or the public until released 
at the trial,” he said.

Police have not divulged 
any information on whether 
the baby was born naturally, 
whether it was induced early, 
or taken from LaFontaine-Grey-
wind violently.

The 22-year-old’s body was 
found in the Red River eight days 
after she went missing. Author-
ities recovered it on the Min-
nesota banks, so her autopsy is 
being conducted by the Ramsey 
County Medical Examiner’s Of-
fice in St. Paul.

Family members said on Tues-
day that funeral arrangements 
have not yet been made because 
of the uncertainty about when 
the body will be returned to the 
family.

Tarita Silk, the woman’s aunt, 
said the funeral will likely take 
place on the Spirit Lake Reser-
vation near Devils Lake. LaFon-
taine-Greywind was a member 
of the Spirit Lake tribe and grew 
up on the reservation. Her father 
is a Spirit Lake member, while 
her mom is a member of the Tur-
tle Mountain Tribe of Chippewa 
Indians.

NOMAAN MERCHANT  
AND JUAN LOZANO
Associated Press 

 HOUSTON — As the human toll 
and the strain on flood defenses 
mounted, the city of Houston 
moved Tuesday to open two and 
possibly three more mega-shelters, 
and the rain from Harvey officially 
became the heaviest tropical down-
pour in U.S. history.

Louisiana’s governor offered to 
take in Harvey victims from Texas, 
and televangelist Joel Osteen 
opened his Houston megachurch, 
a 16,000-seat former arena, after 
critics blasted him on social media 
for not acting to help families dis-
placed by the storm.

The city’s largest shelter, the 
George R. Brown Convention Cen-
ter, held more than 9,000 people, 

almost twice the number officials 
originally planned to house there, 
Mayor Sylvester Turner said. The 
crowds included many from areas 
outside Houston.

“We are not turning anyone away. 
But it does mean we need to expand 

our capabilities and our capacity,” 
Turner said. “Relief is coming.”

Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards 
said he expects Texas officials to 
decide within 48 hours whether 
to accept his offer, which comes as 
Louisiana deals with its own flood-

ing. About 500 people were evacu-
ated from flooded neighborhoods in 
southwest Louisiana, Edwards said.

In all, more than 17,000 people 
have sought refuge in Texas shel-
ters and that number seemed cer-
tain to increase, the American Red 
Cross said.

Osteen announced the opening 
of his church in a tweet, saying 
he and wife Victoria Osteen “care 
deeply about our fellow Housto-
nians.”

After the mayor’s announce-
ment, volunteers and donors lined 
up outside the Toyota Center, the 
downtown arena that is home to 
the Houston Rockets, in anticipa-
tion that it will be one of the new 
shelters. Details of the new shelters 
were expected soon.

The Houston mayor said the 
city has asked the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency for 
more supplies, including cots and 
food, for additional 10,000 people, 

Land, shelters overflowing
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Round hay bales dot the green landscape of recently swathed irrigated alfalfa fields in this aerial view south of Bismarck as part of a media flight in the 
new Sanford AirMed EC-145 helicopter on Tuesday. As the drought conditions hitting much of western North Dakota continues, the need for hay for drought-
stricken ranchers is still desperate in order to feed livestock this fall and winter. An organized effort to haul donated hay from area states has been underway 
for a few weeks to provide relief for the state’s ranchers.
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JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 Ending his career where it began, 
Tribune publisher Dave Braton is 
putting the punctuation on a 45-

year career.
Braton, a Far-

go-Moorhead na-
tive, got his start 
in the newspaper 
business at the 
Fargo Forum in 
1973, staying with 
the paper for 20 
years. September 6 

will mark the end as he retires from 
his role as publisher.

“I had a good career; I enjoyed my 
time,” he said. “The timing is right.”

Braton got his start while attend-
ing college for communications 
and marketing at Minnesota State 
University. He had visited the Fo-
rum, talking to staff about what it 
might be like to work for a news-
paper. The head of the university’s 
mass communications school would 
later approach him, asking about the 
meeting.

“Because they want to hire you,” 
his professor told him.

From 1973 to 1993, Braton held 
advertising and management posi-
tions at The Forum in Fargo, serving 

six years as general manager.
“I liked the idea of working with 

a variety of businesses,” Braton said 
of his decision to join the Forum.

He said he had never thought of 
himself as a salesman, which he did 
for five years before working his way 
up to ad director within 10 years, 
but found he enjoyed it.

“I really enjoy entrepreneurs — 
people who, wow, put it all on the 
line and put a lot of risk out there,” 
Braton said.

Before joining Lee, Braton was 
director of publications for Davon 
Press Inc. He came to Bismarck for 
the first time in 2000 as director of 

sales for the Tribune. As he moved 
around, he took on more manage-
ment roles.

“I took joy when other people 
succeeded,” he said of a good story 
in the newsroom or a successful 
sales effort in circulation or adver-
tising.

In 2003, Braton became general 
manager of the Beatrice Daily Sun 
in Nebraska and moved to Water-
loo, Iowa, in 2004 as advertising 
director of The Courier. Braton was 
named publisher of Courier Com-
munications in March 2008. He 

Braton retires as Tribune publisher  The Tribune will not print a 
paper Monday for the Labor Day 
holiday. Coverage of key events 
and breaking news that would 
typically appear in the Monday 
edition will be available online at 
bismarcktribune.com and will be 
repurposed for the Tuesday print 
edition, according to Editor Steve 
Wallick. He added that obituary 
and funeral information also will 
be updated as needed online and 
in print Tuesday.

Puzzles and puzzle answers 
for both days will be published 
on Tuesday after the Labor Day 
holiday. The full comics for 
Monday will be published on 
Tuesday. Our customer service 
department will be closed all day 
Monday until 8 a.m. Tuesday.

— Dave Braton, publisher

Tribune 
won’t publish 
Labor Day

Harvey’s rains become 
heaviest tropical 
downpour in history
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Volunteers Brenda Tcoc, right, and Hugo Wilson help sort bags of donated 
clothes for victims of the flooding from Tropical Storm Harvey after a shelter 
opened Tuesday at the Lakewood Church in Houston.
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Police release no  
other details on 
LaFontaine-Greywind

Please see gReyWInd, Page A7

Please see BRatOn, Page A7

Please see HaRVey, Page A7


