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  Small-sized is big on current RV landscape
  Olympic coverage at bismarcktribune.com/sports/olympics
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New water intake facility, transmission 
line in the works for Mandan   DAKOTA, B1
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 A former law enforcement o�  cer 
had a sobering statistic Wednesday 
while training employers on what 
they need to know about the opioid 
crisis.

One in four Americans is directly 
a� ected by opioid misuse, includ-
ing people who have become ad-
dicted or know someone who is ad-
dicted or has overdosed, according 
to a National Safety Council poll.

“There’s a pretty good chance 
that we might encounter this in our 
workplace,” said Skyler Dutton, a 
former police o�  cer who works as 
a consultant for the North Dakota 
Safety Council.

The opioid discussion was part 
of the 45th annual Safety & Health 
Conference in Bismarck organized 
by the North Dakota Safety Coun-
cil.

Dutton, who became certifi ed as 
a drug recognition expert while he 
was a police o�  cer, spoke Wednes-
day to about 90 people about dif-

ferent types of opioids and how 
they a� ect the brain.

Participants also worked with 
computerized mannequins pro-
vided by SIM-ND, or Simulation 
In Motion-North Dakota, to learn 
about the signs of an overdose and 
how to respond in an emergency.

The North Dakota Safety Coun-
cil is a chapter of the National 
Safety Council, which has made 
fi ghting prescription drug abuse a 
platform issue.

The North Dakota chapter has 
developed a training course on the 
opioid crisis in the past few months 
and is starting to receive more re-
quests for training from employ-
ers, said Chuck Clairmont, execu-
tive director for the North Dakota 
Safety Council.

“Our mission is to prevent inju-
ries and deaths,” Clairmont said.

Sue Raguse, a training coordina-
tor and safety liaison for Bobcat in 
Wahpeton, said she participated in 
the training to get more informed 
about the opioid crisis and bring 

the knowledge back to her work-
place.

A few employers who partic-
ipated said they have the opioid 

overdose antidote Narcan in the 
workplace with their fi rst aid kits.

Dutton advised employers to 
review their policies on substance 
abuse and encouraged them to re-
fer people to employee assistance 
programs if they suspect someone 
is having a problem.

Dutton emphasized how the ease 
of access to opioids has contributed 
to the crisis and encouraged people 
to secure prescription medications 
or dispose of them through a drug 
take back program.

The National Safety Council 
has more information at www.
stopeverydaykillers.org, includ-
ing information on drug take back 
programs.

About 1,000 people representing 
multiple industries are participat-
ing in the four-day safety confer-
ence at the Bismarck Event Center. 
The event concludes on Friday.

Reach Amy Dalrymple at 701-
250-8267 or Amy.Dalrymple@
bismarcktribune.com
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 In 1987, the Rev. Billy Graham 
spent three days in Fargo as part of 
his “Peaks to the Plains” crusade. 
More than 65,000 people attended 
the services at North Dakota State 
University’s Dacotah Field.

The crusade took Graham to 
North Dakota, South Dakota, Mon-
tana, Nebraska, Wyoming, Colo-
rado and New Mexico. He was in 
Fargo June 19-21. The crowds were 
bigger than expected and his stop 
in North Dakota was a fi nancial 
success. The three-day event came 
in nearly $46,000 under budget 
and took in $107,000 more than 
anticipated.

“You can be forgiven for any sin 
and any failure,” Graham told the 
audiences. “All you have to do is 
repent and put your confi dence in 
Christ alone.”

Graham’s crusade came at a Annual safety conference 
highlights plight of opioids
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Dee Ann Werre, left, speaks to participants attending a North Dakota Safety Council training session on the opioid crisis Wednesday at the Bismarck Event 
Center. Werre, a member of the SIM-ND team, is also a paramedic at Standing Rock.

Graham’s
crusade
came to
N. Dakota

RACHEL ZOLL AND JONATHAN DREW
Associated Press 

 MONTREAT, N.C. — The Rev. 
Billy Graham, the magnetic, mov-
ie-star-handsome preacher who 
became a singular force in postwar 
American religious life, a confi dant 
of presidents and the most widely 
heard Christian evangelist in his-
tory, died Wednesday at 99.

“America’s Pastor,” as he was 

dubbed, had suf-
fered from cancer, 
pneumonia and 
other ailments and 
died at his home in 
North Carolina.

More than anyone 
else, Graham built 
evangelicalism into 
a force that rivaled 

liberal Protestantism and Roman 
Catholicism in the U.S. His leader-
ship summits and crusades in more 
than 185 countries and territories 
forged powerful global links among 
conservative Christians and threw 
a lifeline to believers in the commu-

nist bloc.
Tributes to Graham poured in 

from major leaders, with Presi-
dent Donald Trump tweeting: “The 
GREAT Billy Graham is dead. There 
was nobody like him! He will be 
missed by Christians and all reli-
gions. A very special man.” Former 
President Barack Obama said Gra-
ham “gave hope and guidance to 
generations of Americans.”

A tall, striking man with thick, 
swept-back hair, stark blue eyes and 
a fi rm jaw, Graham was a command-
ing presence in the pulpit, with a 
powerful baritone voice.

“The Bible says,” was his catch-

phrase. His unquestioning belief in 
Scripture turned the Gospel into a 
“rapier” in his hands, he said.

Graham reached multitudes 
around the globe through public 
appearances and his pioneering use 
of prime-time telecasts, network 
radio, daily newspaper columns, 
evangelistic fi lms and satellite TV 
hookups.

By his fi nal crusade in 2005 in 
New York City, he had preached 
in person to more than 210 million 
people worldwide. No evangelist is 
expected to have his level of infl u-
ence again.

“William Franklin Graham Jr. can 

safely be regarded as the best who 
ever lived at what he did,” said Wil-
liam Martin, author of the Graham 
biography “A Prophet With Honor.”

He was a counselor to U.S. pres-
idents of both parties from Dwight 
Eisenhower to George W. Bush. 
In 1983, President Ronald Reagan 
gave him the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, America’s highest civil-
ian honor. When the Billy Graham 
Museum and Library was dedicated 
in 2007 in Charlotte, N.C., George 
H.W. Bush, Jimmy Carter and Bill 
Clinton attended.

‘America’s Pastor’ dies at 99

BRENDAN FARRINGTON, GARY FINEOUT 
AND TAMARA LUSH
Associated Press 

 TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — A week 
after a shooter slaughtered 17 
people in a Florida high school, 
thousands of protesters, including 
many angry teenagers, swarmed 
into the state Capitol on Wednes-
day, calling for changes to gun laws, 
a ban on assault-type weapons and 
improved care for the mentally ill.

The normally staid Florida 
Statehouse fi lled with students, 
among them more than 100 survi-
vors of the Feb. 14 attack at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, on the edge of the Ever-
glades. They held signs, chanted 
slogans and burst into lawmakers’ 
o�  ces demanding to be heard.

Angry teens
swarm Florida
Capitol, demand
gun law changes

Rev. Billy Graham 
most widely heard 
evangelist in history

Graham

Skyler Dutton is a safety consultant 
with the North Dakota Safety 
Council.
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