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JENNY SCHLECHT
Forum News Service 

 ENGLEVALE — As soybeans 
and corn have increased as crops 
of choice for North Dakota farm-
ers, Craig Jarolimek said driving 
through the state feels a little bit 
like driving through Iowa.

“If you didn’t know where you 
were, you’d think you were in 
Iowa,” Jarolimek told a crowd at 
a tour at the new Ransom Multi-
plier gilt production facility near 
Englevale on Thursday. “All we’re 
missing is the livestock.”

Jarolimek is the chair of the new-
ly-formed North Dakota Livestock 
Alliance, a group that hopes to pro-
pel the development of more live-
stock production in the state. The 
group began as a concept about 18 
months ago, he explained.

The alliance consists of the 
North Dakota Corn Utilization 
Council, North Dakota Soybean 
Council, North Dakota Pork Coun-
cil, North Dakota Farmers Union, 
Midwest Dairy Association and 
North Dakota Ethanol Council, as 
well as advisors from North Dakota 
State University and the North Da-
kota Department of Agriculture.

North Dakota lags the surround-
ing states in many classes of live-
stock, including pork and dairy.

Minnesota, for instance, is the 
seventh-largest milk producer in 
the U.S. and South Dakota is No. 
20, compared to North Dakota’s 
35th place ranking, according to 
the Midwest Dairy Association. 

CHRISTINA A. CASSIDY
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s advisory commis-
sion on election integrity has in-
tegrity questions of its own — with 
some of its own members raising 
concerns about its openness.

This past week, two members 
fi red o�  letters to commission sta�  
complaining about a lack of infor-
mation about the panel’s agenda 
and demanding answers about its 
activities. That comes as Demo-
cratic U.S. senators are requesting 
a government investigation of the 
commission for ignoring formal 
requests from Congress.

The criticism from the commis-
sioners was remarkable because it 
came from insiders — the very peo-
ple who are supposed to be privy to 
its internal discussions and plans.

In a letter sent Tuesday, Maine 

Secretary of State Matthew Dun-
lap said it was clear he was not 
being made aware of information 
pertaining to the commission. 
He requested copies of all corre-
spondence between commission 
members since Trump signed the 

executive order creating it in May.
“I am in a position where I feel 

compelled to inquire after the work 
of the commission upon which I am 
sworn to serve, and am yet com-
pletely uninformed as to its activ-

ities,” Dunlap wrote in his letter to 
Andrew Kossack, the commission’s 
executive director.

He said he had received no 

Members criticize voting
commission’s transparency  
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Vice President Mike Pence, left, accompanied by Vice-Chair Kansas Secretary of State Kris Kobach, right, speaks on July 19 during the fi rst meeting of the 
Presidential Advisory Commission on Election Integrity at the Eisenhower Executive O�  ce Building on the White House complex in Washington.

Group 
plans 
push in 
N. Dakota

JILL COLVIN
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump urged House Re-
publicans to move swiftly on pass-
ing a budget bill during a confer-
ence call Sunday, clearing the way 
for what he described as an historic 

push for tax cuts.
Trump and Vice President Mike 

Pence both joined the House 
GOP call in which Trump called 
on members to adopt the budget 
passed by the Senate this week, so 
that they can move on to passing 
his tax reform plan.

Trump told the members they 
were on the verge of doing some-
thing historic, according to one 
Republican o�  cial on the call. 

Another GOP aide familiar with 
the conversation said Trump told 

the members again and again that 
the party would have a steep price 
to pay in next year’s midterm elec-
tions if they failed to pass his plan, 
which would slash the corporate 
tax rate to 20 percent and double 
the standard deduction used by 
most average Americans. The pres-
ident also said multiple times that, 
beyond the looming elections, his 
plan was the right thing to do for 
country, the person said.

The Senate last week passed a 
budget that includes rules that will 

allow Republicans to get tax legis-
lation through the Senate without 
Democratic votes and without fear 
of a Democratic fi libuster.

Republicans are desperate to rack 
up a legislative win after a series 
of embarrassing failures that have 
come despite the fact that the party 
controls both chambers of Con-
gress and the White House.

On the call, House Speaker Paul 
Ryan told members he hoped to 

Trump urges House GOP to move quickly

ANDREW HAZZARD
Forum News Service 

 The North Dakota Supreme 
Court will hear an appeal today 
from a family who believes the 
landlord of the Grand Forks home 
where their son consumed the 
drugs that led to his death should 
be held accountable.

Debra and Keith Bjerk filed 
suit against Kenton G. Anderson 
in 2015 alleging his liability in 
the death of their son, Christian 
Bjerk, who died of a synthetic 
drug overdose in June 2012 at 
age 18.

The lawsuit argued Anderson 
knew the house where Christian 
Bjerk took the drugs, 497 N. 51st 
St., was a frequent site for drug 
consumption and could have rea-
sonably foreseen a death could 
have occurred there. They con-
tended Anderson was liable for 
the death under the doctrine of 
negligent entrustment.

High Court to 
hear appeal to
negligence suit
in overdose death

Alliance hopes to 
expand livestock sector

President calls on 
members to adopt 
budget, tax cuts

Two fire o� letters
complaining about
lack of information 

New Hampshire Secretary of State Bill Gardner, right, introduces one of the 
speakers Sept. 12 at a meeting of the Presidential Advisory Commission on 
Election Integrity in Manchester, N.H.  

State’s response
to the commission  
More than a dozen states, including 
North Dakota, are undecided or have 
refused to comply with a request 
for detailed voter data from Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s Presidential 
Advisory Commission on Election 
Integrity, which is investigating voter 
fraud. 

NORTH DAKOTA

Deny: North Dakota Secretary of 
State Al Jaeger notifi ed the commis-
sion in September that North Dakota 
will not release the information. 
Jaeger noted that North Dakota does 
not have voter registration and state 
law forbids the state from releasing 
details about voters.
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