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 Lagging oil and farm commodity 
prices prompted a massive drop in 
state revenue, making the down-
turn in the North Dakota budget 
the state’s top story in 2017.

The budget shortfall prompted 
legislators to cut more than 300 
full-time equivalent positions for 
the current biennium, a fi gure that 
excludes higher education, as state 
agencies were forced to tighten 
budgets. The Legislature approved 
$4.3 billion in general fund spend-
ing for the current biennium, down 
from a peak of nearly $6.9 billion in 
the 2013-15 biennium.

The ripple e� ect of smaller bud-
gets impacted employees, services 
and programs throughout North 
Dakota.

Here are the other top stories 
from the year, as voted on by jour-
nalists working for Forum Com-
munications Co. newspapers:

WAYNE PARRY
Associated Press 

 ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. — The 
top leadership of the Miss Amer-
ica Organization, implicated in an 
email scandal that targeted past 
pageant winners for abuse based 
on their appearance, intellect and 
sex lives, resigned on Saturday, 
with the outgoing president apol-
ogizing to a winner whose weight 
he ridiculed.

The president, Josh Randle, told 
The Associated Press his comment 
responding to an email to his pri-
vate account about the physical 
appearance of 2013 winner Mal-
lory Hagan came months before 
he started working for the Miss 
America Organization in 2015. But 
he said it was wrong.

“I apologize to Mallory for my 
lapse in judgment,” Randle said 
on Saturday. “It does not refl ect 
my values or the values I worked to 
promote at the Miss America Or-
ganization. Although this terrible 
situation was not caused or driven 
by me, in light of recent events and 
new developments, I am no longer 
willing to continue in my capacity 
as president and earlier today of-
fered my resignation to the MAO 
Board of Directors.”

JACK DURA
Bismarck Tribune 

 Lore Hornung recalls with fond-
ness her childhood in Germany.

The 88-year-old Jamestown 
woman was 10 when World War 
II began. She grew up in Bad Rap-
penau and remembers counting 
airplanes overhead and her activi-
ties with the Jungmadel, a division 
of the Hitler Youth for girls.

“That is actually like the Girl 
Scouts,” Hornung said, a German 
lilt still strong in her voice. “We 
went in the woods and we went 
singing and we went out in the 
fi elds and helped the farmers and 
we went swimming and stu�  like 
that. For Christmas, we made stu�  
for kids.”

Christmas was a special time in 
Hornung’s family, even during the 
war, though there was less food to 
eat and most people made their 
gifts.

“Whatever they could do,” she 
said.

Even the Allies gave a gift of sorts 
one year.

“Christmas Eve, they didn’t even 

bomb and Christmas Day, they 
didn’t bomb either,” Hornung said. 
“That was the best present.”

Families saved their 50 weekly 
grams of sugar for Christmas 
baking. Christmas trees went up 
Christmas Eve morning, deco-

rated with cookies, candles and 
ornaments.

At Christmastime, Hornung’s 
family made springerle, a pat-
terned cookie made from pressing 
dough against a design.

She still makes the Christmas 

cookie, now a family tradition with 
her granddaughters, using 10 or so 
treasured forms depicting scenes 
in the woods— some old, some 
new, even one more than 100 years 
old.

From her worn German cook-
book, the recipe’s ingredients are 
simple enough— eggs, fl our, sugar 
and baking powder — but making 
springerle wasn’t always easy.

“When we kids, we fi t all around 
the table, we were fi ve at home, and 
the bowl went from one to another 
because it was a long time to stir 
that,” Hornung said. “Now we have 
a mixer. Now it’s easy.”

Hornung makes springerle once 
a year at Christmastime. Her elder 
granddaughter, Sabrina Hornung, 
watched her as a small child.

“What you do, you put the 
wooden thing on the table, and 
you take the dough and you put it 
on the form,” Lore Hornung said, 
“Take your fi ngers and press it in 
and you fl ip it around and then you 
cut them out and the outside extra 
dough and then you put it on the 
cookie sheet where we use Crisco 
and anise on the cookie sheet.”

Small traditions, such as family 
springerle, are important to main-
tain, her granddaughter said.

MIKE MCCLEARY, TRIBUNE 

Kaitlin Bohlander lights a candle during the Blue Christmas Worship service held at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Bismarck on Thursday night. The 
service was held on the winter solstice to acknowledge the shortest day and longest night of the year and to remember and pray for loved ones who have 
died. There will be worship services in churches throughout the Bismarck and Mandan area to celebrate the birth of Christ.
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Lore Hornung keeps up her German family tradition of making springerle 
at Christmastime, using wooden forms, including one more than 100 
years old. Hornung grew up in Bad Rappenau, Germany, and married her 
husband, Glen, in 1955 in Germany when he was stationed there. They came 
to the United States in 1956, later moving to Jamestown. Hornung and her 
granddaughters continue the springerle tradition today.
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