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 SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas 
— The most recent sermon posted 
on YouTube by the pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Sutherland Springs, 
Texas, shows him explaining why he 
had parked a motorcycle in front of his 
lectern.

As he walked side to side on stage, 
Frank Pomeroy explained in the video 
posted Oct. 29 that he wanted to dis-
cuss having faith in forces that can’t 
be seen, be they gravity during a sharp 
turn or God.

“Just as leaning into a turn may not 
make sense, leaning into God is the 
way we should go, because God’s got 
it fi gured out, whether we do or not,” 
Pomeroy said.

The white wood-frame church where 
a gunman opened fi re Sunday was at the 
center of life in Sutherland Springs, one 
of the hundreds of tiny towns that dot 
rural Texas. A week after the video was 
posted, one of those killed was Pome-
roy’s 14-year-old daughter, Annabelle.

Local and federal law enforcement 
swarmed the community and blocked 
o�  access to the church hours after 
residents reported hearing gunfi re. Re-
gina Rodriguez walked up to the police 
barricade a few hours after the shooting 
and hugged a person she was with.

Her father, 51-year-old Richard Ro-
driguez, attends the church “every 
Sunday.” She had not yet been able to 
reach him.

She said she feared the worst: “I just 
lost my father.”

Nick Uhlig, 34, is a church member 
who did not go to a service Sunday 
morning. He said he has several cous-
ins who were at the church and family 
has been told at least one of them, a 
woman with three children and preg-
nant with another, is among the dead. 
He said he has not heard about the fate 
of the others.

“Somebody went in and started 
shooting,” he said, shaking his head 
and taking a long drag on a cigarette.

U.S. Rep. Henry Cuellar, a Democrat 
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 SUTHERLAND SPRINGS, Texas 
— A man dressed in black tac-
tical-style gear and armed with 
an assault rifl e opened fi re inside 
a church in a small South Texas 
community on Sunday, killing 26 
people and wounding about 20 
others in what the governor called 
the deadliest mass shooting in the 
state’s history.

O�  cials didn’t identify the at-
tacker during a news conference 
Sunday night, but two other o�  -
cials — one a U.S. o�  cial and one 
in law enforcement — who were 
briefed on the investigation iden-
tifi ed him as Devin Kelley. They 
spoke to The Associated Press on 
the condition of anonymity be-
cause they weren’t authorized to 

discuss the investigation.
The U.S. o�  cial said Kelley 

lived in a San Antonio suburb and 
doesn’t appear to be linked to or-
ganized terrorist groups. The o�  -
cial said investigators are looking 
at social media posts Kelley may 
have made in the days before Sun-
day’s attack, including one that 
appeared to show an AR-15 semi-
automatic weapon.

At the news conference, Freeman 
Martin, the regional director of the 
Texas Department of Public Safety, 
said the attacker was dressed all in 
black, wearing tactical gear and 
a ballistic vest, when he arrived 
at a gas station across from the 
First Baptist Church at around 
11:20 a.m.

He crossed the street and started 
fi ring a Ruger AR rifl e at the church, 
and continued after entering the 
building. As he left, he was con-
fronted by an armed resident who 
chased him. A short time later, the 
suspect was found dead in his vehi-
cle at the county line, Martin said. 

There were several weapons inside.
Martin said it’s unclear if the 

attacker died of a self-infl icted 
wound or if he was shot by the 
resident who confronted him. He 
said investigators weren’t ready to 
discuss a possible motive for the 
attack. He said the dead ranged in 
age from 5 to 72 years old. Twen-
ty-three were found dead in the 
church, two were found outside 
and one died after being taken to 
a hospital.

Federal law enforcement 
swarmed the small community 
30 miles southeast of San Anto-
nio after the attack to o� er assis-
tance, including ATF investigators 
and members of the FBI’s evidence 
collection team.

Among those killed was the 
14-year-old daughter of the 
church’s pastor, Frank Pomeroy, 
and his wife, Sherri. Sherri Pome-
roy wrote in a text message to the 
AP that she and her husband were 
out of town in two di� erent states 
when the attack occurred.

“We lost our 14 year old daugh-
ter today and many friends,” she 
wrote. “Neither of us have made it 
back into town yet to personally see 
the devastation. I am at the char-
lotte airport trying to get home as 
soon as i can.”

The wounded were taken to 
hospitals. Video on KSAT televi-
sion showed fi rst responders tak-
ing a stretcher from the church to 
a waiting AirLife helicopter. Eight 
victims were taken by medical he-
licopter to the Brooke Army Med-
ical Center, the military hospital 
said.

Megan Posey, a spokeswoman 
for Connally Memorial Medical 
Center, which is in Floresville and 
about 10 miles from the church, 
said “multiple” victims were being 
treated for gunshot wounds. She 
declined to give a specifi c number 
but said it was less than a dozen.

Alena Berlanga, a Floresville 
resident who was monitoring the 

Shooting in Texas 
NICK WAGNER, AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN VIA AP 

Law enforcement o�  cials work the scene of a fatal shooting Sunday at the First Baptist Church in Sutherland Springs, Texas.

Church was 
center of 
community

JESSICA HOLDMAN
Bismarck Tribune 

 For 32 years, Bettijean Olson of Lin-
coln has been a professional cleaner in 
Bismarck.

She arrives at the Provident Build-
ing at 3 p.m. Then, at 6 p.m., she sets 
to work on the downtown Bismarck 
Wells Fargo building, scrubbing away 
until midnight.

But upcoming changes have Olson 
wondering whether she’ll be able to 
continue what has been her life’s work.

To get to work Olson relies on Bis-
marck’s paratransit bus—a service 
that, without funding, is set to end 
its o� erings to her home in Lincoln at 
the end of the year.

The city of Lincoln has so far failed 
to raise the roughly $20,000 Bis-Man 
Transit says it needs to continue para-
transit service to the small community 
south of Bismarck.

“They can’t just cut us o� ,” Olson 
said.

Residents, both elderly and dis-

abled, would not be able to make doc-
tor’s appointments, shop for groceries 
and could lose their jobs.

A special election vote that would 
have set aside two mills, amounting to 
about $20 more for residents per year 
in property taxes, for the bus failed 
earlier this year. With only 148 voters 
turning out, citizens voted against the 
extra property taxes 44 to 104. City 
councilman Tom Volk said the city 
has also sought grants to cover the 
cost without any luck so far. And the 
council members are soliciting bids 

Lincoln searches for solution Bettijean Olson 
gets o�  the 
bus in front of 
Burleigh County’s 
Provident Building 
in downtown 
Bismarck on Friday 
afternoon. Olson 
rides the bus 
from Lincoln to 
her workplace. In 
back is bus driver 
Keary Ho� . Lincoln 
has failed to raise 
funds to continue 
paratransit service. 
TOM STROMME, 
TRIBUNE 
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the deadliest in 
state’s history 

City set to end 
paratransit o�erings 
at the end of year 
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CANOLA GROWS,
AND YOUR WALLET SHOULD TOO.

Visit cibuscanola.com/offers to learn how you can make more money per acre.
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