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COLLEEN LONG AND JENNIFER PELTZ
Associated Press 

 NEW YORK — Federal prose-
cutors brought terrorism charges 
Wednesday against the Uzbek im-
migrant accused in the truck ram-

page that left eight people dead, 
saying he was spurred to attack by 
the Islamic State group’s online calls 
to action and picked Halloween be-
cause he knew more people would 
be out on the streets.

The charges against 29-year-old 
Sayfullo Saipov could bring the 
death penalty.

Meanwhile, the aftermath took 
a political turn Wednesday when 
President Donald Trump slammed 

the visa lottery program that Saipov 
used to come to the U.S. in 2010. 
Trump called the program “a Chuck 
Schumer beauty,” a reference to the 
Senate’s top Democrat.

The program dates to 1990, when 
Republican President George H.W. 
Bush signed it as part of a biparti-
san immigration bill. Trump called 
on Congress to eliminate it, saying, 
“We have to get much tougher, much 
smarter and less politically correct.”

Schumer, who represents New 
York, said in a statement that he has 
always believed that immigration “is 
good for America,” and he accused 
the president of “politicizing and 
dividing” the country.

Even as he lay wounded in the 
hospital from police gunfi re, Saipov 
asked to display the ISIS fl ag in his 
room and said “he felt good about 
what he had done,” prosecutors 
said in court papers as Saipov was 

brought to court in a wheelchair to 
face the charges.

The FBI said it wanted to ques-
tion a second Uzbek — 32-year-old 
Mukhammadzoir Kadirov — and had 
found him.

Saipov, accused of driving the 
rented Home Depot pickup that 
barreled down a bike path near 
the World Trade Center memorial 

Attack suspect charged
Man accused in N.Y. 
truck rampage charged 
with terrorism

MARCY GORDON AND ANDREW TAYLOR
Associated Press 

 WASHINGTON — House Re-
publicans would leave intact cur-
rent tax rules on retirement ac-
counts popular with middle class 
Americans and maintain a top 
income tax rate for million-dollar 
earners as negotiators scrambled to 
fi nalize the fi rst major overhaul in 
three decades.

The legislation is a long-stand-
ing goal for Capitol Hill Republi-
cans who see a once-in-a-gener-
ation opportunity to clean up an 
ine�  cient, loophole-cluttered tax 
code. But there is lingering oppo-
sition from northeastern Republi-
cans fearful of losing a cherished 
deduction for state and local taxes 
and anxiety among other rank-
and-fi le lawmakers over emerging 
details.

Senior GOP lawmakers con-
fi rmed the decision to retain ex-
isting rules on 401(k) accounts, 
which came after assurances from 
President Donald Trump that 
they would not be changed. Ways 
and Means Committee Chairman 
Kevin Brady, R-Texas, had hoped to 
reduce 401(k) contribution limits, 
in part to generate new tax reve-
nues in the near term to fi nance 
the cuts to income tax rates.

Another lawmaker cautioned 
that the decision might still 
change. The lawmakers required 
anonymity because the tax panel 
is trying to keep its deliberations 
secret until the tax measure is re-
leased today.

Brady said the panel hoped to 
meet Trump’s goal of a cut in the 
top corporate tax rate from 35 per-
cent to 20 percent but allowed 
that the change would not be per-
manent because of arcane Senate 
rules. Republicans and Trump 
argue sharply cutting tax rates 
for businesses improves U.S. eco-
nomic competitiveness.

Infl uential conservative Rep. 
Mark Meadows, R-N.C., dismissed 
proposed retirement changes as a 
“non-starter,” adding “that’s what 
most of middle-income America 
uses as their nest egg.”

Top Republicans vowed to release 
the measure on Thursday after 
missing a self-imposed Wednes-
day deadline and dismissed rumors 
that the unveiling might be further 
delayed. The ambitious timetable 

BLAIR EMERSON
Bismarck Tribune 

 After Hurricane Maria ravaged 
homes and left an entire island 
without electricity, Lucia Shelley 
Maluy, an ESL teacher at Mandan 
High School, said her students 
from Puerto Rico had no idea 
whether their family members and 
friends living there were OK.

MHS senior Solimar Gonzales’ 
grandmother “lost everything,” in-
cluding her home and all of her be-
longings in the hurricane. Greicha 
Maldonado, a junior, confi rmed 
most of her aunt’s possessions 
were destroyed when her aunt’s 
house fl ooded.

The hurricane knocked out 
power for the 3.4 million people 
on the island. About 30 percent of 
electricity has been restored, and 
e� orts are continuing toward that 
end.

Because of power outages and 
shoddy cellular service, it took 
weeks and, in some cases, even a 
month before these students heard 
from their loved ones.

“I just wanted to cry with them, 
because, I mean, how can you 
perform (at school) not knowing 

if they’re alive or not?” Shelley 
Maluy said.

To help their peers and those im-
pacted by the hurricane, students 
at Mandan High School held fund-
raisers for Puerto Rico relief e� orts. 
This month, they held a bake sale 
and charged $1 on student hat day. 
In total, they raised $1,400.

Students in foreign language 
clubs involved in the fundraising 
presented a check on Wednesday to 
Rob Stotz, disaster program man-
ager for the Red Cross of Western 
North Dakota.

“I think this is fantastic,” said 
Stotz, adding that it shows initia-
tive among the students.

The money collected will go di-
rectly toward aid in Puerto Rico, 
according to Stotz.

“We are really thankful and ap-
preciate it. They worried about us 
and our families,” said Gonzales, 
who moved to North Dakota three 
years ago with her parents and 
brother for career opportunities.

In addition to Gonzales’ grand-
mother’s home being destroyed by 
the hurricane, some of her friends 
in Utuado, Puerto Rico, also are not 
doing well.

“A couple of my friends are run-
ning out of food and water. It is not 
a good situation,” she said, adding 
that a friend died two weeks ago 
after drinking infected water and 
contracting the bacterial disease, 
leptospirosis.

Gonzales said her grandmother 
will leave her life in Puerto Rico be-
hind and travel to Boston next week 
to live with Gonzales’ aunt.

This is the case for many of Shel-
ley Maluy’s students whose fam-
ily members plan to move to the 
United States to start over. In fact, 
Shelley Maluy said she anticipates 
having more students from Puerto 
Rico enroll in local schools as a re-
sult of the hurricane. Currently, 
she has 17 students.

Puerto Rico funds raised
Students collect 
$1,400 for relief e�orts

TOM STROMME, TRIBUNE 

School crossing guard Lynn Fried halts tra�  c for students from Simle Middle School to cross Boulevard Avenue on a wet Wednesday afternoon in north 
Bismarck. Cool and wet conditions are expected to continue through today with up to 2 inches of snow forecast for Friday in areas of central North Dakota. 
“And this is just the beginning,” said Fried, who has been a crossing guard for three years.

Retirement 
plan left 
intact by 
tax bill
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Mandan High School ESL teacher Lucia Shelley Maluy, left, speaks with 
students from Puerto Rico who are living with family in Mandan. Greicha 
Maldonado, center, and Jerry Figueroa are juniors and have family members 
living in Puerto Rico.

Please see SUSPECT, Page A6

Please see FUNDRAISING, Page A6 Please see TAX OVERHAUL, Page A6


